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The Mission of the National Society of the Sons of 

Utah Pioneers 

 

1. Come to know our fathers and turn our 

hearts to them by studying and becoming 

acquainted with each through the various 

events and activities of the SUP. 

 

2. Preserve the memory and heritage of the 

early pioneers of the Utah territory.  We 

honor the pioneers for their faith in God, 

devotion to family, loyalty to church and 

country, hard work, and service to others, 

courage in adversity, personal integrity, and 

the unyielding determination. 

 

3. Honor present-day pioneers worldwide in 

many walks of life who exemplify these same 

qualities of character. 

 

4. Teach these same qualities to the youth who 

will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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FOR THE YEAR 2021 

 

 

The new officers and board members for 2021 were installed at the Chapter Board Meeting on 

December 21, 2020. The board was installed by David Hinton, National Area Vice President for   

Southern Utah & Nevada Chapters.  The following officers and directors served during 2021: 

 

President  David Humphrey 

President Elect Rick Erickson   

Past President:  Dan McArthur   

Secretary:  Rex Jensen 

Treasurer:  Mel Duehlmeier & Nick Lang   

Director:  Max Turpin       Communications 

Director  Kevin Jenkins    Membership Records & Retention 

Director:   Del Ray Hammons/Eldon Larkin Community Involvement 

Director:  Ralph Atkin      Development/Fundraising 

Director:  Rick Bentley/Brent Miner  Member Services 

Director:  Don Burton    Pioneer History 

Director:  Kent McComb               Trails & Markers 

Director  Royce Griffen    Treks 

Area Vice President  David Hinton 

 

 

 
 

 

Officers, directors and committee chairman serving during the year contributed to the success of 

the chapter.  Due to the pandemic (COFD19), President Humphrey and the Board of Directors 

were faced with changes in dinners and treks held throughout the year.  Dinner/Zoom meetings 

were held in February (Zoom), April (Scholarship Awards), June, August, September, October, 
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November and December.  Three (3) treks were held in March, May and October.  Monthly 

newsletters were written (thanks to the effort of Roland Lee) and provide details of the chapter 

activities.  Additional contact was made with members by use of call lists from the Chapter 

Directors to check on members.  Special thanks to President David Humphrey and the Executive 

Board are extended for their leadership during this second difficult year of COVID19. 

 

Nine (9) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are included in 

Appendix A starting on page 78   

    

Membership 

 

The year began with a total of seventy (70) chapter members on the rolls.  By the end of the year, 

a total of seventy (70) members of record were enrolled.  COVID19 has had a significant effect 

that prevented ordinary efforts in recruiting new members. All members that were willing to 

serve in various capacities were assigned to committees and made the best effort to help with the 

reduced activities (Treks, 4th Grade Essays, Scholarship fund raising efforts and dinner 

notification in January through May).  

 

Three (3) chapter members passing away during the year were Richard Bentley, Brent Miner and 

Robert Jackson. The three (3) have all had memoriam requests submitted to the National SUP 

office and the obituaries are included on pages 6-9. 

  

Modern Day Pioneer awards were submitted for Thad Stewart, Mel Duehlmeier, and Don 

Burton.  The citation details are included in the January Newsletter for Thad, the June Newsletter 

for Mel and the October Newsletter for Don.  The citation details are also included on pages 10 -

14.   

 

Monthly Chapter Meetings/Activities 

 

The effects of COVD19 limited many dinners and treks during the year. 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held on in June, August, September, October, November 

and December.  A dinner was served and was accompanied by a program speaker and an 

occasional pioneer moment-in-history.  The meetings were enjoyable, educational and 

informative.  Three (3) super treks were held as described in the in the March, May and October 

newsletters.   

 

Other activities including the Cotton Day Celebrations (assisted by the local Daughters of the 

Utah Pioneers Camps), the Scholarship Awards dinner (reduced numbers) and the National 

Encampment in Idaho in September were held.  Some Chapter members participated in the SUP 

Area Training in October by ZOOM.  Details of all activities are included in the Chapter 

Newsletter (pages 14 thru 77.) 

 

Chapter Activity Highlights 

 

Dinner meeting speakers and participants included Loren Web (February – ZOOM Presentation, 

Ralph Atkin (June), Jon Green (August), Gilbert Jennings (September - Fund Raising Dinner for 
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Scholarships), Derek Rowley (October), Lee Bracken (November), Christmas Program & Music 

December).  Other significant activities included our scholarship program where nine $1000.00 

scholarships were awarded (April/May), essay program (twelve elementary schools with 143 

fourth graders participating (April/May).  The September dinner meeting raised funds for the 

high school scholarships.  All events are described in more detail in the applicable monthly 

newsletters. 

 

A copy of the 2020 Chapter Excellence Award presented to David Humphrey during National 

Leadership Training in February 2021. 

 

Some members attended the National Encampment held on 9-11 September 2021 in Rexburg, 

Idaho. 
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The next significant position has been as treasurer of the chapter with eleven or twelve 12-chapter 

presidents. He still holds that important position today and carefully tracks and cares for the Chapter’s 

resources. Mel and Jan have been supporters and participants in many other Chapter events such as 

treks, Cotton Days, and monthly chapter dinner meetings. Mel (and) Jan have touched the lives of 

many in so many areas. He serves in a silent, even anonymous manner that no one even knows about. 

He is to be commended for doing much more than he has ever been asked to do without seeking any 

recognition or reward of any kind. He is truly a living example of “Christ-like” service and a modern-

day pioneer. It is our pleasure to recognize Melvin J Duehmeier as our modern-day pioneer and 

present the Cotton Mission Chapter, Sons of Utah Pioneers, Modern Day Pioneer Award to him.  

 

 

 

 

Donald E Burton, Modern Pioneer 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER, SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 

November 2021 

 

CITATION:  Don Burton is recognized as a Modern Pioneer for his many contributions to the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, his family and ancestors, the community of St. 

George and Washington County, and the Cotton Mission Chapter and National Sons of the Utah 

Pioneers organizations 

. 

He has served as Young Men Coach, Finance Clerk, 2 Bishoprics and as Bishop for 6 ½ years in 

the 21st Ward in Layton, Utah, High Councilor for 8 years in the Valley View Stake.  Family 

history teacher and Church Service mission with Laura for 6 years and St. George Family Search 

Center for the past 11 years.  Many have reaped the benefits of his loving teaching ability. 

 

His service with the Sons spans 14 years, joining the Chapter in 2007 where he served as Pioneer 

History Director from 2008 to 2011 and again from 2017 to 2021.  He served as President Elect 

of the Cotton Mission Chapter in 2012, President in 2013, Past President in 2014, Area Vice 

President in 2015 and 2016 and again serves as Pioneer History Director where is has been 

instrumental in the set-up of the park for Cotton Days. 

 

He had great insight in family history.  He has willingly helped so many people without 

recognition or rewards.  He truly loves family history.  When the family history center receives 

new equipment, he is always ready and willing to learn how to run it.  He has a deep knowledge 

of the Family History Programs and shares them lovingly.  He has touched the lives of many in 

so many areas kt is hard to imagine how he has the time or energy to accomplish so much.  He is 

truly a living example of Christ-like service and a modern-day pioneer. 

 

Don married his best friend 63 years ago in the St. George Temple.  Hey are the parents of 4 

Children, 19 Grand-children and 18 g-grandchildren and he loves his family and they love him. 

 

He worked for Hill Air Force Base as a Civilian Engineer for 22 Years.  He then took a job with 

NASA as an Engineer and Manager.  He worked for the for18 years.  He really loved working 

for NASA on the Solid Rocket Booster. 
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His loves involve the mountains, family, basketball, serving others and Home Owners’ 

Association involvement. 

 

It is our pleasure to recognize Donald E. Burton as our Modern Day Pioneer and present the 

Cotton Mission Chapter, Sons of Utah Pioneers, Modern Day Pioneer Award to him.   

 

His loves involve the mountains, family, basketball, serving others and Home Owners’ 

Association involvement. 

 

It is our pleasure to recognize Donald E. Burton as our Modern Day Pioneer and present the 

Cotton Mission Chapter, Sons of Utah Pioneers, Modern Day Pioneer Award to him.   
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Cotton Mission Board Meeting 

February 2021 Board Meeting 

 

Attendance: Ralph Atkin, Brent Miner, Eldon Larkin, Dave Humphrey, Max Turpin, Mel 

Duehlmeier, Dave Isom, Kent McComb, Rick Bentley, Kevin Jenkins, Rex Jensen 

Call to order: 9:07am 

Prayer: Rick Bentley 

1. Mel; bank account balances given (Cache Valley bank $59,787.77, Wells Fargo Bank 

$14,390.16). Financial report moved and approved. A financial audit will take place today after 

the meeting. 

2. Max; may need a replacement for Kent Buse. Bill doing great job with the photography. 

3. Eldon; scholarships and essay contest. We had 8 schools participate last year, could have up to 

13 this year. Tom McArthur is working with the high schools. 

4. Rick; member services committee is functioning. Asked if anyone knew Fred Smith, I cannot 

contact him. 

5. Kent; BLM is difficult to deal with. I left copies of the Temple Trail brochures at Pipe 

Springs. 

6. Ralph; Monte Holm is working on my committee. 

7. Dave Humphrey; Nick Lang brought all his stuff to me. We need a replacement for Nick. 

Dave proposed a virtual meeting for February, motion carried. Brent suggested Loren Webb as a 

speaker, Dave H. suggested Dr. Richard Irion. Rex recommended, because of poor acoustics in 

the old courthouse, that we broadcast the zoom meeting from somewhere else, all agreed. Dave 

asked for a motion to pay for a you tube account, motion carried. 

8. Mel Reviewed the membership list. membership is down, new membership s needs to fill out 

the form and pay dues when signing up for SUP. 

9. Kevin Jenkins; gave a report and recommendations on the need to change the SUP webpage 

host. 

Prayer: by Kevin Jenkins 

 

The acoustics were so poor in the courthouse, and because we were more spread out, my 

recording app was mostly inaudible; consequently, I had to rely solely on my written notes for 

the minutes. There may be some gaps or errors in the minutes. 

 
 

June 7th Board Meeting Minutes 
 

 
Rex Jensen <rgjense@gmail.com> 
 

  
 
 to Brent, Dan, Dave, David, Del, Don, Kevin, Max, Mel, Ralph, me, Rick, Royce 

 
 

Call to order, 9:04 am 

Prayer: Max Turpin 

Attendance: Dave Humphrey, Brent Miner, Rex Jensen, Max Turpin, Royce Griffin, Don 

Burton, Mel Duehlmeier, Eldon Larkin, Dave Hinton, Kent McCombs, Kevin Jenkins. 
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Mel Duehlmeier gave the financial report. $14,258.26 in the general account, down a little from 

last year. $58,332.84 in the scholarship account. Four scholarship checks have been written. Still 

have some obligations from the past two years because some have gone on missions. 

 

1. Eldon Larkin reported on the elementary school essays. 12 schools participated this year, very 

good interest by the schools and students to participate in the essay contest. 

2. Dennis Miner reviewed the minutes from last month (Rex was absent) 

3. Dave excused Ralph Atkin and Rick Bentley, who are not able to attend today. Asked about 

the Moment in History. Don Burton urged we give a clear time limit on the Moment in History. 5 

to 7 minutes should be the limit. 

4. Don Burton reported on Cotton Days. 15 men and 15 women volunteers helped out. 

Could have used additional help. 650 children attended.  

5. Dave Humphrey reviewed the upcoming calendar of events:  

June 29th will be a regular dinner meeting at the WCCC. Ralph Atkin will be the speaker. 

No meetings in July 

August 2nd, next board meeting at Cache Valley Bank 

August 17th, dinner meeting at WCCC. John Green will be the speaker 

September 16-17 is the National Encampment in Rexburg, Idaho 

September 21st will be the scholarship dinner at Rod Orton's cabin in Pine Valley. The 

Holmstead Ranch is no longer available. 

October 19th, dinner meeting at WCCC 

November 23rd, dinner meeting at WCCC. It is two days before Thanksgiving but it was decided 

to have the dinner anyway.  

December 21st, Christmas dinner at WCCC 

6. Dave Hinton encouraged us to promote the national encampment. He asked if our chapter 

would like to host another national encampment. It is a big undertaking and will be discussed at a 

later date. 

7. A trek is tentatively planned for the month of October. Royce will determine the trek and the 

date. 

8. Dave Humphrey asked who we put in charge of the Moment in History. (Rex reviewed past 

minutes and found a couple of names were discussed but no decision was made at the meeting) 

9. Dave Hinton suggested  using Jay Evans, from the Hurricane Chapter, for the December 

entertainment. 

10. Max reported that Bill Chapman does an excellent job with the photography for the chapter, 

treks and meetings, etc. 

11. Kent McCombs wants to do a Mormon Wells sign in the fall. Explained a sign was erected at 

Shoal Creek, west of Enterprise, known as the Death Valley Cutoff, and a route to the California 

gold fields. The BLM is a little difficult about putting up SUP signs. He also has extra temple 

trails brochures. Several suggestions were made for disposing of them, including making them 

available at our dinner meetings. 

12. Dave Hinton explained that the Mormon Battalion took an American flag and added a bear to 

the flag. The flag can be seen at the SUP headquarters in SLC.  

13. Making a new chapter logo was discussed. Roland Lee could do this. Dave recommended we 

appoint an understudy to do (learn) the making of the newsletter, currently being done by Roland 

Lee. Dave Humphrey asked if Kevin Jenkins could learn to do the newsletter. He said that he 
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could. Kevin Jenkins explained that the organizational chart has also been a real challenge. Dave 

Hinton stated that the Cotton Chapter newsletter is by far the best in all of the SUP, and Roland 

Lee has been recognized for producing the best newsletter. 

14. Dave Hinton is writing a history of Hurricane and is looking for photos of the original 

bowery in Hurricane.  

 

Prayer: Eldon Larkin 

Adjourned: 10:12 am 

 
 

Date: August 2, 2021 
Attendance: Dave Humphrey, Max Turpin, Eldon Larkin, Rex Jensen, Kevin Jenkins, Roland 

Lee, Dave Hinton, Dan McArthur, Kent McComb 

Call to order: 9:10 am 

Prayer: Kevin Jenkins 

1. No treasurer report (Mel is out of town) 

2. Dave Humphrey reported he spoke with Don Burton about memorializing Rick Bentley, who 

passed away recently. Don is taking care of that. 

3. Dinner meeting will be August 17, at the WCCC, Jon Green will be the speaker. The 

Executive Board will meet on August 16th. 

4. The National Encampment on September 16-18th, will be held in Rexburg, Idaho. Dave 

Hinton gave a strong endorsement for the national encampment. 

5. Dave Hinton reported on a symposium to be held in Kanesville, Iowa on August 20-21st. He 

also reminded the board that the national logo needs to be on all Cotton Mission items (vests, 

shirts, newsletter, etc.) 

6. Dave Humphrey asked for an accurate count for the dinner meeting this month. 

7. The Organizational chart was reported on and discussed by Kevin Jenkins and Roland Lee. 

Some changes were made, some reassignments made. 

  A. Rick Bentley needs to be replaced. Recommended member services be changed to Dinner 

Services. 

  B. Max Turpin was asked to take over Rick Bentley's position  (services, dinner, sound, 

nametags, etc) Committee was renamed Dinner Services. Dan McArthur moved; motion carried. 

Max is agreeable but does not know some of the members on that committee. Max asked about 

the duties of this committee, like the name tag table, lining up speakers, etc. Roland suggested 

Max could lean on Brent Miner to get speakers. 

  C. Kevin's duties mesh better with communications, which is Max's title. If Max is willing, he 

could take over Dinner Services, and merge Kevin's duties with communications, eliminating 

one board member, but Treks have been added to the board previously. Kevin will now head the 

Communications Committee. the Media Publicity subcommittee will now be eliminated. 

Member Bios will now be moved to Dinner Services. Photographer, Newsletter, and Pioneer 

Magazine will now fall under Kevin's Communications committee. 

  D. Dave recommended we ask Derek Rowley to speak at a future dinner meeting.  

8. Royce Griffin is now a member of the Board of Directors (treks) 

9.  Eldon Larkin volunteered to take care of uniforms 

10. Discussed possible replacement to line up speakers for dinner meetings. George R. Cannon 

was recommended for Max's committee 
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11. Roland Lee asked about member bios 

12. September 21st will be the scholarship dinner at Rod Orton's cabin in Pine Valley. Directions 

will be made available at the August dinner meeting. 

13. Due to the Labor Day holiday, the next board meeting will be held September 13th. 

14. Kent McComb again recommended Lee Bracken for a future speaker. 

15. Royce Griffin, who was absent today, requested recommendations for future treks. The 

Board decided to let Royce make the decision, as all his treks are very good. 

16. Dan McArthur reported that the gazebo at the town square is being used, now, as a kind of 

memorial garden, several statues have been erected, others will be added in the future.  

Prayer: Kent McComb  Adjourn: 10:16 am 

 
 
SUP Board of Directors Meeting 

September 13, 2021 

Call to order, 9:05 am 

Prayer: Ralph Atkin 

Attendance: Dave Humphrey, Royce Griffin, Ralph Arkin, Brent Miner, Kent 

McComb, Rex Jensen, Don Burton, Max Turpin, Mel Duehlmeier, Kevin Jenkins 

1. Mel gave financial report; General Account total $13,475.04, Scholarship 

account total, $53,620.32 

2. Brent Miner asked the cost for renting the WCCC, ($352 per year) 

3. Dave reminded about the national encampment this week in Rexburg, Idaho 

4. The scholarship meeting will be next week, Tuesday, September 21st at the 

Rod Orton cabin in Pine Valley, 400 West, 75 South. There will be no 

catered dinner (too costly), so either pie and ice cream, or possibly salad and 

Chic Filet nuggets,  

5. Royce discussed the trek to Delta and the internment camp on October 8th, 

leave at 7:30am, arrive about 10am. 

6. The October dinner meeting will be on the 19th, Derek Rowley is the speaker 

7. The November dinner meeting will be on the 23th, speaker not yet 

determined 

8. The December Christmas dinner will be on December 21st, program not yet 

determined. Discussed asking the Heritage Choir to perform. 

9. Rex Jensen reported on the Levi Savage monument that will be erected in 

the Toquerville Cemetery, where Levi is buried. His descendants are paying 

for monument. Rex asked for the SUP to contribute, and to put an SUP name 

plate and number on the monument. Ralph Atkin moved to approve up to 

$1,000, Brent Miner seconded. Motion carried. 

Prayer: Don Burton  Adjourned, 10am 
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SUP Board of Directors Meeting 

September 13, 2021 

Call to order, 9:05 am 

Prayer: Ralph Atkin 

 

 

SUP Board of Directors Meeting 

Oct 2021 
 

Call to order: 9:01 am 

Prayer: Brent Miner 

Attendance: Dave Humphrey, Brent Miner, Max Turpin, Don Burton, Mel Duehlmeier, Kent 

McComb, Rex Jensen, Eldon Larkin, Royce Griffin, Roland Lee, Kevin Jenkins, Dave Hinton. 

Minutes: Max Turpin moved to approve; motion carried. 

1. Mel gave financial report. scholarship contributions last month were $4,597, somewhat lower 

than past years. Scholarship account balance, $58,217.32, General account balance $13,690.13. 

Mel asked if scholarship dinner expenses should come out of the scholarship account, it was 

agreed they should. 

2. Royce discussed the trek for this weekend. commitments are small, but several board members 

added their names, so the trek is on for this Friday/Saturday. 

3. Dave Hinton invited our chapter to the Hurricane chapter trek to Lytle Ranch on October 30th. 

Will meet at Indian gas store in Ivins at 9am 

4. Dave Humphrey asked for discussion and suggestions for future treks. Agreed we should have 

three treks in 2022, 1 overnight, 2-day trips. Suggestions included Salina, Cedar Mountain, Ely 

Nevada, Lees Ferry, Hurricane Mesa, CC Camps 

5. October 19th, next dinner meeting, Derek Rowley will be speaker 

6. November 23rd will be the November dinner meeting (speaker tbd) 

7. December 21st will be the December dinner meeting, program not yet set. 

8. Dave showed the national sew on patch. Chapter will order 40, make them available to 

members to sew on vests. Cost is $5 for patch. 

9. Dave Humphrey asked for suggestions for chairman for the 2023 national encampment, which 

the Cotton Mission will host. Several names were suggested, Jon Greene and Durrant McArthur 

as co-chairs was settled on. Dave will arrange a meeting with those two men. 

10. The Levi Savage monument to be erected in the Toquerville cemetery was further discussed. 

Dave Hinton said the Hurricane chapter will support on some level. Don Burton reported on his 

conversation with National regarding placement of the SUP logo and historical number. Rex will 

call national and clarify issues and obligations, if SUP is involved. 

11. Dave Hinton reported that a national Zoom meeting will be held on October 23rd.  

12. Don Burton asked about recognizing Bill Chapman in some way for his great service as the 

chapter photographer. Dave Humphrey will look into and recommend action at a later date. 

 

Adjourned: 10;10 

Prayer: Dave Humphrey 
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SUP Board of Directors November Meeting 

2 Nov 2021 

 

Prayer:  Max Turpin 

Attendance:  Dave Humphrey excused for family business.  Brent Miner attended via telephone due to 

covid exposure, Kent McComb, D. Burton, Rex Jensen, Durant McArthur, Jon Green, David Hinton, Mel 

Duehlmeier,Eldon Larkin, Kevin Jenkins, Rick Ericksen. 

 

Called to order at 9:00 am 

 

1. Mel Duehlmeier, financial report, Gen Fund balance $14,031.13, Scholarship account balance 

$8,990.07. $8000 still committed to scholarships. 

2. The new president elect for 2022 will be Rick Erickson 

3. Durrant and Jon Greene are co-chairs for the 2023 SUP National Encampment to be held in St. George 

on September 7-9 2023.  The following are questions and discussions: 

 

 a. Seed money?  Dave Hinton stated that National does not provide seed money for the 

encampment. 

 b. Durrant has ask Kevin Jenkins to serve as secretary for the encampment. 

 c. Royce Griffin was approached about taking care of the treks for the encampment. 

d. The venue was discussed.  The new East Stake Center was proposed and the East Stake              

Presidency has been approached about the use.  Other options are the Dixie Center, the 

Tabernacle, or the Town center museum upstairs room.  General feeling was the East Stake Center 

would be the best facility, lowest cost. 

 e. Dave Hinton stated the Hurricane Chapter will assist the Cotton Chapter with the 

 encampment. 

 f. Royce asked about possible treks for the encampment; many suggestions were made, some 

 would be all day treks, some would be half day et treks at a later date. 

 g. Possible caterers were discussed.  Golden Corral was the general consensus. 

 

4. Lee Bracken will be the speaker for the November dinner on November 23rd at the WCC. 

5. Dave Hinton provided several National dates for the record: 

 Feb 26th, Chapter presidents’ council 

 April 23rd, National Symposium 

 July 18th, Super Duper Day 

 September 8-10th, National Encampment, St. George 

 October 22nd, Vice Presidents training 

6. Dec 21st will be the Dinner Program and installation of new officers meeting. 

7. Brent Minter asked if Eldon Larkin has the National SUP patches.  He does, handed them out to board 

members. 

8. Rex reported on the status of the Levi Savage monument at the Toquerville cemetery.  City has 

approved construction of the monument being designed.  Probably be May before work is completed 

Prayer by David Hinton 

Adjourn 10:00 am 

 

Additional addendum minutes from Durant provide by Rex: 

1. Possible featured speakers were discussed, Elder Holland, Steven Snow, Paul Reeve, Wayne Hinton, 

Leo Lyman, Susan Easton Black. 

2. A Boy Scout troop was proposed as the cleanup team.  Ma will contact the scout troop. 

3. A Theme was discussed, most support for the name Dixie in the Theme.  Theme will be proposed later. 

4. Roland Lee was suggested for designing pin and logo art work 
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5. Bill Chapman was unanimously proposed as the encampment photographer. 

6. Possible entertainment ideas were proposed; Piano Guys, Eric Dodge, Lieto, Heritage Choir, Eldon 

Hunt, Cowboy poetry possibilities. 
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