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The Mission of the National Society of the Sons of 

Utah Pioneers 

 

1. Come to know our fathers and turn our 

hearts to them by studying and becoming 

acquainted with each through the various 

events and activities of the SUP. 

 

2. Preserve the memory and heritage of the 

early pioneers of the Utah territory.  We 

honor the pioneers for their faith in God, 

devotion to family, loyalty to church and 

country, hard work, and service to others, 

courage in adversity, personal integrity, and 

the unyielding determination. 

 

3. Honor present-day pioneers worldwide in 

many walks of life who exemplify these same 

qualities of character. 

 

4. Teach these same qualities to the youth who 

will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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FOR THE YEAR 2022 

 

The new officers and board members for 2022 were installed at the Chapter Board Meeting on 

December 21, 2021. The board was installed by David Hinton, National Area Vice President for   

Southern Utah & Nevada Chapters.  The following officers and directors served during 2022: 

 

President  David Humphrey 

President Elect Rick Erickson   

Past President:  Dan McArthur   

Secretary:  Rex Jensen 

Treasurer:  Mel Duehlmeier & Nick Lang   

Director:  Max Turpin       Communications 

Director  Kevin Jenkins    Membership Records & Retention 

Director:   Del Ray Hammons/Eldon Larkin Community Involvement 

Director:  Ralph Atkin      Development/Fundraising 

Director:  Neal Hoss    Member Services 

Director:  Don Burton    Pioneer History 

Director:  Kent McComb               Trails & Markers 

Director  Royce Griffen    Treks 

Area Vice President  David Hinton 
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Officers, directors and committee chairman serving during the year contributed to the success of 

the chapter. Due to the continued pandemic (COFD19), President Humphrey and the Board of 

Directors were faced with changes in the Executive Board.  President Humphrey was called to 

serve another year (2022 because the president-elect (Brent Miner) passed away due to COFK10.    

Dinner meetings were held in January, February, March, April , May (Scholarships) June, 

August, September, October, November and December.  Four (4) treks were held in March, 

May, August and November under the direction of Royce Griffin.  Monthly newsletters were 

written (thanks to the effort of Roland Lee) and provide details of the chapter activities.  

Additional contact was made with members by use of call lists from the Chapter Directors to 

check on members.  Board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are 

included in Appendix A starting on page XX. 

 

Special thanks to President David Humphrey and the Executive Board are extended for their 

leadership during this second difficult year of COVID19.   

    

Membership 

 

The year began with a total of seventy (70) chapter members on the rolls.  By the end of the year, 

a total of eighty-four (84) members of record were enrolled.  . All members that were willing to 

serve in various capacities were assigned to committees and made the best effort to help with the 

activities (Treks, 4th Grade Essays, Scholarship fund raising efforts, Cotton Days and dinner 

meeting notifications in January through December).  

 

Four (4) chapter members passing away during the year were Gene Sturzenegger, Verd Erickson, 

Keith Henry and Gail J Miles. The four (4) have all had memoriam requests submitted to the 

National SUP office. Information is listed on page 6 -8. 

  

Modern Day Pioneer awards were submitted for Ralph Atkin and Bill Chapman.  

Presentations were made in the March Newsletter. 

 

Monthly Chapter Meetings/Activities 

 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held on in January thru June and August thru December.  

A dinner was served and was accompanied by a program speaker and an occasional pioneer 

moment-in-history.  The meetings were enjoyable, educational and informative.  Four (4) super 

treks were held as described in the in the March, May, August and November newsletters.   

 

Other activities including the Cotton Day Celebrations (assisted by the local Daughters of the 

Utah Pioneers Camps), and the National Encampment in Salt Lake City in  September were held 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5 

 

Chapter Activity Highlights 

 

Nine $1000 Scholarships were awarded to deserving students from area schools at our May 24 

dinner.  The 4th Grade Elementary Essay program was also a great success with over 400 fourth 

graders, 17 Elementary Schools and 95 winners participating.   

The September dinner meeting raised funds for the high school scholarships.  All events are 

described in more detail in the applicable monthly newsletters. 

 

A copy of the 2021 Chapter Excellence Award presented to David Humphrey during National 

Leadership Training in February 2022 is enclosed as follows: 
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SUP Board of Directors minutes for January 2022 

 

Attendance: Max Turpin, Ralph Atkin, Eldon Larkin, Rex Jensen, Durrant Mcarthur, Jon Green, 

Mel duehlmeier, Kevin Jenkins, Kent McComb 

9:05 am, Call to order 

Prayer, Rick Ericksen 

 

1. Minutes, Ralph moved  to approve the minutes, motion carried 

2. Treasurer report, Mel Duehlmeier,. Main account balance is $14,217.48, Scholarship 

account balance is $59,097.07 

3, Dave Humphrey distributed chapter list of officers 

4. Durrant Mcarthur gave the 2023 national encampment report. 

     a. will meet with Roland Lee to design a logo for the encampment 

     b. A theme for the encampment was discussed. "Isolation to Destination and Beyond" 

was voted on a approved 

     c. Royce Griffin has identified 14 trek options 

     d. Music, Heritage Choir, and Color Country Chorus were suggested. 

5. January 18th dinner meeting discussed. Speaker will be St George Temple restoration 

chair, Larry Leigel. No speaker yet for February dinner meeting. 

6. Max reported on the new sound system, still getting price quotes. 

     - possible change of venue for SUP dinners after April. 

     - Max will bet prayers for dinner in the future 

     - Discussed replacement for Max (Neil Haas was recommended). 

7/ Dave Humphrey asked about updating the organizational chart 

8. Kevin Jenkins asked if we want to renew the Zoom account. decided against renewal. 

Kevin also asked if we want to send condolence cards to deceased SUP members. We 

decided yes, two cards were circulated for signatures. 

 

Adjourn: 10:01 am 

Prayer: Mel Duehlmeier 

 

 

Acoustics were so poor in the courthouse, and because we were more spread out, my recording 

app was mostly inaudible; consequently, I had to rely solely on my written notes for the minutes. 

There may be some gaps or errors in the minutes. 
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Cotton Mission February Board minutes 
February 7, 2022 
Attendance: Dave Hinton, Rex Jensen, Mel Duehlmeier, Don Burton, Kent 
McComb, Royce Griffin, Rick Ericksen, Neil Hoss, Ralph Atkin, Eldon 
Larkin, Jon Greene, Dave Humphrey, Durrant McArthur 
Prayer: Ralph Atkin 
Call to order: 9:02 am 
Ralph Atkin moved to approve the minutes; motion carried 

1. Mel Duehlmeier gave the treasurers report. $60,233.07 in scholarship 

account. $14,417.50 in General Account. 

2. Dave reviewed unpaid dues, only two members 

3. Dave Hinton report: February 16th, need recognition info. Dave 

indicated the information has been sent. February 26th is the national 

chapter presidents training (10 am) 

4. Durrant gave his report on the National Encampment progress. 

Roland Lee has completed the art work for the encampment. Photo of 

the Brigham Young spot in St George will be taken in the spring and 

used in the promotional materials. Old maps are available that show 

treks, etc. Expect 200 to 400 attendees. Golden corral will cater 

meals. The St George East Stake has agreed to let SUP use the 

stake center for the encampment. 

5. Royce Griffin reported on possible treks for the national encampment. 

Discussed use of busses and vans. St George Shuttle is willing to 

provide transportation for treks, etc. Royce proposed 3 full day treks, 

3 half day treks and several self-guided tours. 

6. Durrant reported on scholarship essays. 

7. Eldon Larkin reported on elementary essay contest. 

8. February 15th dinner meeting, Kent and Jean Tingey will speak. Neil 

Hoss asked about using the temple visitor center speaker list; no 

objections. Ralph suggested Reid Neilsen for a future speaker. Kent 

Mccomb stated that Don Reed is an excellent entertainer and could 

be used in the future. 

9. Don Burton; Memoriams are now available for Verd Ericksen and 

Gene Sturzenegger. The Bill Chapman citation was read by Don 

Burton. Don circulated a copy of the 2021 Cotton Mission history. 

Prayer: Eldon Larkin 
Adjourned: 10:10 am 
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SUP Cotton Mission Board Meeting 
March 7, 2022 
9:02: Call to Order 
Prayer, Royce Griffin 
Attendance: Mel Duehlmeier, Dave Hinton, Royce Griffin, Durrant Mcarthur, 
Don Burton, Ralph Atkin, Rex Jensen, Kent Mccomb, Eldon Larkin, Dave 
Humphrey, Rick Ericksen, Dan Mcarthur, Neil Hoss 
 

1. Mel Duehlmeier, treasurer’s report: $12,233.36 in general account. 

$61,383.07 in scholarship account. Motion to accept treasurer’s 

report was approved. 

2. Dave Hinton: reported on national presidents training meeting. 

3. Dave Humphrey: cotton mission received chapter of excellence 

recognition certificate.  

◼ Dave reviewed the criteria for chapter excellence award. 

◼ National symposium fob te held April 14th. 

◼ National elections to be held this month 

◼ Super Duper days is July 18th, to be held at This is the Place 

monument park in Salt Lake 

◼ July 23rd, sunrise service at This is the Place monument 

◼ National trek is September 16-25 

◼ Discussed associate membership for widows of former members. 

Dan Mcarthur volunteered to contact the widows regarding their 

interest. 

◼ Dave distributed a list of job descriptions for SUP Board members. 

◼ Mentioned a national heritage sustaining member opportunity to 

help fund the national office. 

4. Durrant Mcarthur reported he has no apps from Pineview H.S., but 26 

apps from the other schools. 

a. He discussed Charlie Clayton’s scholarship conundrum. 

Consensus is Charlie should make scholarship donations 

outside of the SUP. 

b. The DUP would like to partner with the Cotton Mission to place 

a plaque on the Sugar Loaf and also partner with the city. Kent 

Mccomb will take charge of the project. 

c. The 2023 national encampment is moving forward. 
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5. Royce announced the March 26th trek will be to the Cottonmill, Adair 

Spring and the Covington Home. Will meet at the Washington City 

Park at 10 am 

6. Wayne Hinton will be the speaker for the March 15th dinner meeting, 

will talk about the CCC camps. 

7. Neil Hoss discussed several future speaker options; Ukraine mission 

president, Susan Black, Wadsworth, gardening speaker, etc. 

8. Don Burton reported the memoriams are all submitted. Don gave two 

dates, April 23rd to move equipment for cotton days, and the dates for 

Cotton Days is April 25 through May 1st. 

 
10:25, close of meeting 
Prayer: Neil Hoss 
 
 
Cotton Mission SUP, Board of Directors Minutes 
April 4, 2022 
Attendance: Rex Jensen, Dave Humphrey, Ralph Atkin, Mel Duehlmeier, 
Don Burton, Dave Hinton, Durrant Mcarthur, Eldon Larkin, Neil Hoss, Dan 
Mcarthur, Kent Mccomb 
Prayer: Don Burton 

1. Mel Duehlmeier gave financial report; $12,956.96 in the general 

account, $61,403.07 in the scholarship account. Mel reported Kelsie 

Richardson was awarded scholarship to SVU, but now, after serving 

mission, is attending BYU, requests scholarship payment. Discussion 

followed. Eldon moved to vacate the scholarship; motion carried. (The 

SVU scholarship is specific to SVU) 

2. Durrant Mcarther reported on H.S. scholarships. 8 schools, 23 

judges. Discussed a tie that occurred at Desert Hills. It was decided to 

award both students a scholarship. Don moved to award two 

scholarships, motion carried. 

3. Durrant reported the encampment committee will meet tomorrow. 

4. Dave Humphrey reported on the WCCS situation regarding rental of 

the facility by the SUP beyond April of this year. The cost has tripled 

to $1,000 a year, still better than other options that were investigated. 

The Board agreed we should stay at the WCCS and pay the 

increased fee. 
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Dates of future SUP dinner meetings 

May 24th, scholarship dinner 

Jun 14th (a second Tuesday due to scheduling conflict) 

July, no dinner meeting 

August 23, Van Alfen to speak 

September 20th, scholarship fundraiser dinner at Pine Valley, 

Reuben Wadsworth to speak 

October, Susan Easton Black to speak 

November 15th, Heffrey Mckenna to speak 

December 20th, Pine View madrigals to entertain 

5. Dave Hinton, discussed the SUP symposium, 2022 encampment in 

September, and the Super Duper activity 

6. Dan Mcarthur thanked Royce for last month’s trek 

` May trek to Lee’s ferry 

 August trek to Castle Dale 

 October trek to downtown St George 

7. Dave brought up the Charlie Clayton situation. Charlie wants to direct 

who gets his scholarship donation, and wants his donation returned. 

Rex reported on his meeting with Roland Lee. Roland has known 

Charlie since their youth. Roland indicated the board should make 

clear to Charlie that he cannot direct where his donations go, and the 

donations are not refundable; if he can’t accept those conditions, he 

should not donate to the SUP scholarship fund. Dave asked Rex to 

talk to Roland, ask if he will talk to Charlie. 

8. Kent Mccomb reported on the proposed plaque to be placed on the 

Sugar Loaf. Kent read proposed text. 

9. Dave reported the work done by some of the wives of the SUP 

members to place centerpieces on tables for dinner meetings. Kent 

moved to reimburse the women for their expenditures. Motion carried. 

10. Neil asked about the feasibility of a golf activity for the SUP.  

11. Eldon Larkin reported on the elementary essay contest, 24 

schools involved this year. 

 

Adjourn: 10:15 am 

Prayer: Mel Duehlmeier 
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SUP Board Meeting minutes 
May 2, 2022 
Attendance: Durrant Mcarthur, Royce Griffin, Kent Mccomb, Neal Hoss, 
Rex Jensen, Meld Duehlmeier, Eldon Larkin, Don Burton, Dave Humphrey, 
Ralph Atkin, rick Ericksen, Dave Hinton, Dan Mcarthur, Kevin Jenkins 
Call to order: 9:04 am 
Prayer: Durrant Mcarthur 

1. Mel – general account balance $10,559.64, Scholarship balance 

$62,463.07. Paid the annual fee for WCCC rental for monthly dinners 

2. Dave Hinton: reported on SUP symposium in Salt Lake, excellent 

symposium. The 2022 Encampment will be in SLC September 8-10, 

Dan Mcarthur reported the  symposium provided some excellent 

history. 

3. Dave thanked Don for his work with Cotton Days. Don reported on 

Cotton Days; 3hr shift would work better. DUP did a great job. Had 23 

SUP helpers. 

4. May dinner will be May 24th, will need 4 0r 5 extra tables, three 

students will speak. Sunday best dress for this meeting 

5. Dave reported on the Charlie Clayton situation. He read a letter he 

sent to Charlie, and read Charlie’s reply. Was not an amiable 

conclusion but Charlie’s donations will not be returned to him. 

6. Royce: the May trek to Lee’s Ferry will be Saturday May 14th. Meet at 

Albertsons parking lot at 8 am, bring own snack, lunch will be at 

Jacob Lake. 

◼ Trek on august 27th will be to Maryvale and the Butch Cassidy 

hideout.\ 

◼ The October trek will be local, in St George, details will be 

provided later 

7. Dave discussed a few members with unpaid dues, made assignments 

to contact. Voted to forgive Derek Rowley’s annual dues. Dave made 

motion, motion carried. 

8. Ralph moved to change board meeting from Monday at 9 am to 

Wednesday at 9 am to accommodate Rick Ericksen’s work 

obligations. Motion carried. 
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9. Neal asked about the SUP dinner/dessert for the September meeting 

in Pine Valley. Decided to stay with pie and ice cream for the dessert. 

10. Eldon reported he had 700 4th grade essays, largest number 

ever. 

11. Kent reported on the Sugar Loaf plaque idea. City parks has 

taken over the Sugar Loaf, so it is up to the city, not sure what action 

they may take. 

Prayer, Royce Griffin 
Adjourn: 10:07 am 

 
 
 
SUP Board of Directors Minutes 
June 1, 2022 
Attendance: Durrant Mcarthur, Ralph Atkin, Rex Jensen, Eldon Larkin, 
Dave Humphrey, rick Ericksen, Royce Griffin, Kevin Jenkins 
Call to order: 9:07 
Prayer: Ralph Atkin 

1. Reminder about national encampment in SLC in September 

2. Durrant reported on last month’s scholarship dinner. Durrant request 

reimbursement for $200 in expenses. Ralph moved to pay Durrant, 

motion carried. He thanked the 23 judges who helped with the 

judging. 

Durrant is currently working on the tours, video, and brochure for the 

2023 national encampment. Bill Chapman wanted pictures of the 

volcanic ridges, and was able to take some good pictures. 

Kevin asked about the specific dates for us of the East Stake Center. 

Durrant said it will be September 7, 8, 9, (Thurs, Fri, Sat). Will need 

only the chapel and cultural hall. 

Kevin explained that East Stake policy is that only members can 

reserve the stake center, and that funerals no longer trump all other 

activities, but are about fourth on the priority list. 

3. The June Dinner meeting speaker will be BLM employee Amber Van 

Alfen who will speak about rock art in the area. Rex Jensen will give 

the Moment in History. 
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4. Royce reported the next trek will be in August, but specific date and 

trek is undecided. 

5. Rex reported on the Levi Savage monument. Bronze work should be 

completed in July, then the monument can be constructed. 

6. Eldon reported on the essay contest. There were 14 elementary 

participants this year. It was great participation. 

 

Adjourned: 10:01am 

Prayer: Eldon Larkin 

 
Cotton Mission Board Meeting Minutes 
August 3, 2022 
Call to order: 9:00 am 
Attendance: Dave Humphrey, Dave Hinton, Royce Griffin, Durrant 
Mcarthur, IKent Mccomb, Ralph Atkin, Rex Jensen, Don Burton, Dale 
Larkin, Rick Ericksen, Mel Duehlmeier, Kevin Jenkins 
Prayer: Mel Duehlmeier 

1. Mel, financial report. The scholarship account has $51,613.12, with 

eight scholarship payments pending. The general account has 

$11,727.29 in account. Mel requested funds for new dinner 

envelopes. Request was approved. Robin Davis submitted a bill for 

$182 for polycarbonate coverings. Motion carried. 

2. Don moved to approve minutes for June board meeting. Motion 

carried. 

3. David Hinton; The Hurricane Bell Tower is completed; ceremony will 

be held September 1st. National presidential elections will be this 

month. National encampment will be held September 8-10 in Salt 

Lake City. Area VP training will be October 22, 8-10am. 

4. Dave indicated the executive board will choose a new vice president 

at the August Executive meeting. Only one candidate has been 

proposed so far. Ralph proposed Darren Barney, and Bryan Tenney. 

5. Royce, this month’s trek will be to Paiute County on August 27th, 

Butch Cassidy home in Circleville, end in Marysvale. Will meet at 9 

am in the Albertson’s parking lot.  

6. Durrant reported on 2023 national encampment progress. Elder 

Holland is confirmed as the keynote speaker. Proposed full day treks 
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will be 1. to Colorado City/Pipe Springs/FLDS. 2. Santa 

Clara/Mesquite/Muddy, 3. Pine Valley/Mountain Meadows/Hebron. 

Proposed half day treks are 1. Virgin River Dam/Boilers/etc, 2. 

Tabernacle/St George Temple, 3. Washington City, 4. Jacob Hamblin 

home. 

7. Rick asked for ideas for an eagle project. Ralph suggested the Hay 

Rocks on the Arizona Strip, which marker has been completely 

removed/destroyed.  

8. Royce recommended we update the chapter membership 

information. 

 

Prayer: Don Burton 

Adjourn: 10:01 am 

 
 
Cotton Mission Board Meeting 
November 2, 2022 
Attendance: Neil Hoss, Dave Humphrey, Dave Hinton, Roy Taylor, Mel 
Duehlmeier, Rex Jensen, Eldon Larkin, Don Burton, Kent Mccomb, Ralph 
Atkin, Royce Griffin, Kevin Jenkins, Durrant McArthur, Rick Ericksen, Dan 
McArthur 
Call to Order: 9:03 am 
Prayer: Rex Jensen 

1. Ralph Atkin moved to approve the minutes; motion carried. 

2. Mel gave the financial report; $10,042.38 in the main account, 

$56,302.74 in the scholarship account. Main account is down about 

$4,000 from last year, but we paid for the sound system, plus 2023 

encampment expenses. Eldon moved to accept the financial report; 

motion carried. 

3. AVP Report: The online, October training was discussed briefly. The 

training was supposed to be filmed and available online, although 

Dave has not gotten information on it yet. 

4. Dave discussed the Chapter of Excellence, which our chapter has 

earned each of last several years. He stated that the chapter is to 

give ten gifts of the Pioneer Magazine. We appear to meet all 

requirements except perhaps the gifts. 
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5. Kevin Jenkins asked if he could use Norm Watts to help with 

membership info; approved. 

6. Dan stated the plaques the chapter erected at Confluence Park in St 

George are protected by plastic, but are barely readable now and 

need to be attended to. 

7. Ralph praised Susan Easton Black’s presentation at the October 

dinner meeting. 

8. Dave Humphrey looked into using the Children’s Museum at the town 

square for our dinner meetings.  There is a $500 refundable deposit 

and they charge $100 per hour of use. The cost appears prohibitive 

compared to the WCCC, plus the WCCC sets up tables and chairs 

and helps with the facility; the Children’s Museum would not. Other 

options were discussed. It was decided to make no change at this 

time. 

9. Durrant reported on the 2023 National Encampment. Not much 

happening right now, will be quiet until January when his committee 

will meet again. Roland Lee designed a pin for the encampment, a 

drawing of the pin was circulated. 

10. Royce discussed the St George trek this coming Saturday (Nov 

5th). Loren Webb will lead the trek, will meet behind the old 

courthouse and depart at 9:30 am. This is a walking tour. 

11. Other Business: 

a. Kent mentioned a  film being made about “Dixie” College 

b. Ralph reported on Monte Holm and his new place in St George. 

It will not be available for use by the SUP until 2024. Other 

options were discussed for use for the scholarship dinner in 

September. Ralph will check on Seegmiller Farm and Staley 

Farm for 2023. 

c. Don Burton needs copy of the June report 

d. Eldon Larkin stated we need to buy more vests, shirts, etc. He 

needs help with the Elementary school’s history project. 

e. Rex mentioned he is moving out of St George by the end of the 

year and a new secretary will need to be appointed. 

Adjourn: 10:08 am 
Prayer: Kevin Jenkins 
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