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FOR THE YEAR 2008 
 

 

The new officers and board members were installed at the Chapter meeting on December 

3, 2007 and took office on January 1, 2008.  The board was installed by Keyne Thorne, 

National Area Vice President for Southwestern Utah. The follow officers and directors 

served during 2008: 

 

 President: Robert Webb  President Elect: Stanley Fisher 

 Past President: David Rogers  Secretary:  Don Forshee 

 Treasurer: Mel Duehlmeier  

Director: David Summerhays  Communications 

Director:  Robert Thornley Community Involvement 

Director: Dean Terry  Development 

Director: Wayne Pace  Member Services 

Director: Don Burton  Pioneer History 

Director: Trails & Markers: Lynn Niederhauser 

 

Most officers, directors and committee chairman served the full year and contributed to 

the success of the chapter.  A photo of the 2008 officers and directors, a copy of the 

Cotton Mission Chapter organizational chart dated January 31, 2008 identifying all 

officers, directors, committee chairman and committee members and copies of the 

members recorded on 1 Jan 2008 and 1 Jan 2009 are included in appendix C.  This 

information is only included in the hard copy of the history.  (Not included in electronic 

format.) 

 

Twelve (12) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are 

included in appendix B.  Minutes are only included in hardcopy of history.  (Not included 

in electronic format.)   

 

Eleven (11) monthly newsletters were published during the year and are included in 

appendix A.  {Newsletters are also included in electronic format.) 

 

Membership 

 

The year began with a total of seventy-eight (78) chapter members.  By the end of the 

year, a total of seventy-nine (79) members were still enrolled.  Significant effort by the 

member retention committee helped to update and correct the chapter roster of members 

during the year.  A roster of members at the beginning and end of the year is included in 

appendix A.  All members that were willing to serve in various capacities were assigned 

to the various committees. 
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Chapter Meetings 
 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held were held on the second Tuesday of the 

month in January, February, April, June, July, August, November and December.  A 

dinner was served and was usually accompanied by entertainment and a program speaker.  

The meetings were enjoyed by all attendees and were of high quality and very 

educational and informative.  A summary of the meeting highlights is as follows: 

 

January:    
 

The January meeting was held at Stahlei’s Town Hall in Washington, Utah.  Music was 

presented by Abe Young. 

 

The featured speaker at the meeting was Larry Gardner who grew up in St. George with a 

rich pioneer history.  He has been involved in church activities, ranching, education and 

government. 

 

He told of his third great grandfather, Robert Gardner Sr., who lived in Scotland.  He 

owned his own pub.  One night the authorities came into the pub and arrested Robert and 

eighteen of the patrons for sedition.  After being held for nine (9) weeks, he was finally 

released.  The other eighteen (18) individual were executed.  Robert said that he would 

not live in a country where such things could happen.  As a result, he contacted the 

missionaries and joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  He migrated to 

Canada.  His son, Robert Gardner Jr. (Larry’s great-great Grandfather) then walked to 

Nauvoo to see what was going on with the Saints.  He walked back to Canada and made 

preparations for his family to join the Saints in Nauvoo.  By the time the Gardner’s got 

back to Nauvoo, the Saints had been driven out.  The Gardner’s followed the pioneers 

and caught up with a wagon train that entered the Salt Lake Valley in 1847. 

 

The family settled in Spanish Fork and while there were eventually called to serve in St. 

George.  Once in St. George,  Robert Jr. was elected President of the Camp Council.  He 

participated in the Christmas Day Celebration where they danced in the rain.  This was 

the start of the forty (40) days and nights of rain.  With Israel Ivins, Angus Cannon and 

others, Robert Jr. participated in laying out the city Platt that started at Tabernacle and 

Main Streets.  He was also called as the first Bishop in St. George. 

 

Later, when the temple was under construction, Robert Jr. was called to oversee the 

timbering operation at Mt. Trumbull. 

 

February:   
 

The February meeting was held at the Stahlei,s Town Hall in Washington, Utah.  

President Robert Webb presided and conducted the meeting.  Modern Pioneer Awards 

were present to Ore Hill by Stan Fisher and Dr. R. Wayne Pace by Creed Evans.  Music 

presented by Abe Young. 



 4 

 

Chapter members were encouraged to sign up for the upcoming “trek” in conjunction 

with the Hurricane SUP Chapter to the Lost City of St. Thomas near Overton, Nevada 

(Part of the Muddy River Mission). 

 

The featured speaker was Grey Larkin who was recently called as 1st Councilor in the St. 

George Temple Presidency.  He related information about his mother’s efforts in making 

contact with relatives from his Father’s maternal side of the family.   His Mother wrote a 

letter to a Postmaster in Iowa requesting information on the family name she was 

searching.  As a result of the information provided by the Postmaster, contact was made 

with descendants of distant pioneer ancestors in the Iowa area.  Subsequent 

correspondence has led to family reunion contacts/attendence as well as information on 

relatives/ancestors to further family lines and provide ordinance work opportunities.  

 

 
 

 

April: 
 

The April meeting was the SUP Annual Scholarship award dinner meeting.  The meeting 

was held at Stahlei’s Town Hall and was attended by members, wives and guests.  

President Robert Webb presided and conducted the meeting.  After the opening prayer 

and Pledge of Allegience, time was turned over to Ken Staley, Chairman of the 

Scholarship Committee for the presentation of the scholarships.   

 

Local high school students were asked to submit papers explaining how their actions 

have exemplified the pioneer traits of faith, courage, endurance and family values.  They 

were also to tell how they have overcome significant physical, social, economic and ethic 

challenges in their lives.  They were to demonstrate economic need for their scholarly 

success in post-secondary education.  One winner was chosen from each of the five (5) 

local high schools to receive a $500 scholarship. 
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The winners were Jisselle Vargas (Dixie High School), Heather Michelle Stewart (Pine 

View High School), Mandy Davis (Enterprise High School), Alexie Lynn Adams 

(Millcreek High School), and Holly Schram (Snow Canyon High School).  Each of the 

winners responded and thanked the Sons of the Utah Pioneers for the scholarships. 

 

Vargas wants to become a lawyer to help abused children, Stewart wants to enter the 

Amanda Taylor School of Esthetician where she will work with dermatologists in skin 

care, Davis wants to go to Southern Utah University to become a secondary school 

teacher, Adams wants to study criminal justice to work with children and Schram wants 

to become a nurse like her father. 

 

The scholarship judges included Ernie and Zoe Maes, George and Valerie Miller, Ken 

and Nadine Staley and Harold Monson.  The five (5) winners were chosen by the judges 

from sixteen (16) applicants. 

 

June:  

 

The June meeting was held at the Stahlei,s Town Hall in Washington, Utah.  President 

Robert Webb presided and conducted the meeting.  Musical entertainment was presented 

by Abe Young. 

 

Lee Ence, who is serving as an Area Seventy for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 

Saints was the featured speaker.  He briefly discussed some of the issues/concerns that 

the church leadership is addressing including the economy, gas prices etc.  He then 

related information about his Dutch and Swiss ancestors and their contribution and 

sacrifices in helping to settle Santa Clara. 

   

August:  
 

The Annual August outing was held at Terry Twin Springs Ranch near Enterprise.  Dean 

and Carol Terry hosted and catered the party.  Dean invited everyone to come early and 

enjoy the scenery and music.  Bert Staheli played his guitar and sang from his repertoire 

of Western Music.  The speaker was Crane Simmons, a Modern Day Pioneer.  Crane 

spent his career as an engineer with the McDonald Douglas Company in the missile 

program.  He is a convert to the church.  Those who attended enjoyed the entire 
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atmosphere, the food, the music and the message from Crane.  Funds received for the 

dinner along with other contributions are used for the SUP Chapter Scholarship Fund. 

 

November: 

 

The November meeting was held at the Stahlei,s Town Hall on 11 November 2008.  

President Robert Webb presided and conducted the meeting.  After the business was 

conducted and dinner served, music was provided by violinist, Jaiden Cox, accompanied 

by pianist, Pat Eckman.  They first played a medley of songs honoring our servicemen 

then played a medley of popular Broadway show tunes.  The music was excellent and the 

violinist was very energetic. 

 

The speaker for the evening was Randy Wilkinson of Wilkinson Electric.  He has had a 

lifetime of church service which included a mission to Scotland as a young man (1962-

1965).  After returning home to St. George, he married Linda Neilson and they later 

served as the Mission President also in Scotland (2000-2003).  Both Randy and Linda 

have long pioneer heritage in the St. George area and he was requested to speak on 

Pioneer Heritage.  He defined Pioneer Heritage as “Preparing for others to follow”.  

Besides applying the definition to our Pioneer ancestors, he applied it to everyone in the 

room. 

 

 
 

Randy then gave a brief history of Linda’s great-great grandfather, Peter Neilson who 

was born in Denmark in 1813.  He was thirty-four (34) years old when the pioneers 

arrived in the Salt Lake Valley.  The Neilson family was first contacted by the 

missionaries in 1852 in Denmark and joined the church shortly thereafter.  In 1855, 

Linda’s great grandfather, Peter Neilson, traveled to Hull, England, then overland to 

Liverpool where they boarded a ship bound for America.  He was accompanied by his 
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son and a governess named Karen whom he later married.  The trip from Denmark to Salt 

Lake City via the Mississippi River took eleven (11) months. 

 

In 1857, they were some of the first Saints called to Washington City to grow cotton.  In 

1861, two-hundred (200) additional families joined them when they were called to the 

Cotton Mission. 

 

Peter Neilson recorded in his journal that Brigham Young charged the people to build a 

Tabernacle when many didn’t even have adequate personal housing.  Most of the 

materials for the tabernacle were obtained locally except for the clock, the bell, and the 

window glass.  David Cannon was in charge of obtaining the window glass.  They  had 

the clock and bell, but needed $800 for the window glass that was to be shipped by boat 

to California around Cape Horn to prevent breakage.  When Brother Cannon was 

supposed to leave for California to pick up the window panes, he had only collected 

$200. 

 

The night before Brother Cannon was to leave Peter Neilson, who lived in Washington 

City, spent a restless night.  He had always been very successful in his endeavors and he 

had hidden in his house $600 in gold coins that the family had planned to use to add onto 

his house to make it more comfortable for the family.  When he arose in the next 

morning, he told his wife and children that he had decided they needed to give the money 

to Brother Cannon for the windows.  Peter’s wife, Karen and the children supported his 

decision.  He then walked the six (6) miles from his house in Washington to the house of 

Brother Cannon in St. George.  When he gave the gold coins to Brother Cannon, it was 

the exact amount needed.  Brother Cannon was then able to leave for California to pick 

up the window panes for the St. George Tabernacle. 

 

December: 

 

The December meeting was held at the Stahlei,s Town Hall on 9 December 2008.  

President Robert Webb presided and conducted the meeting.  Abe Young provided the 

musical entertainment for the evening.  The installation dinner for the Cotton Mission 

Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held to announce the 2009 Leadership 

Positions.  The members that will serve during 2009 are as follows (seen from left to 

right in the photo):  Robert Horrocks, Allen Hackworth, Don Forshee, Robert Thornley, 

Roland Lee, Stanley Fisher, Robert Webb and David Rogers. 
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Robert Horrocks is the current 2008 Dixie Area Vice President and administered the oath 

of office to the new officers.   

 

Allen Hackworth will serve as the 2009 Member Services Director. 

 

Don Forshee, who passed away in Jan 2009 was to serve as the 2009 Secretary.  It was a 

pleasure to be associated with this man.  Our thoughts and prayers go out to his family.  

Another secretary will be appointed by the President, Stanley Fisher. 

 

Robert Thornley will serve as the 2009 Community Involvements Director. 

 

Roland Lee will be the President Elect during 2009 and will serve as President in 2010. 

 

Stanley Fisher is now the 2009 President of our Cotton Mission Chapter. 

 

Robert Webb was the 2008 President and will now fill the 2009 Past President position. 

 

David Rogers is the Trails and Landmarks Director for 2009. 

 

These men have served faithfully in the past and will do a superb job in carrying out the 

mission of the Sons of Utah Pioneers throughout this upcoming year. 

 

The SUP Mission is threefold: 

 

1. PRESERVE THE MEMMORY AND HERITAGE OF EARLY PIONEERS 

OF THE UTAH TERRITORY – We honor the pioneers for their faith in God; 

devotion to family; loyalty to church and country; hard work and service to 

others; courage in adversity; personal integrity; and unyielding determination. 

 

2. HONOR PRESENT-DAY PIONEERS - We honor these pioneers worldwide 

in many walks of life, who exemplify these same qualities of character. 

 

3. TEACH THESE QUALITIES TO THE YOUTH – Our efforts are focused on 

the youth who will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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Chapter Treks: 

 
March: 

 

The Cotton Mission joined with the Hurricane Chapter on 15 March 2008 for a trek to the 

Lost City of St. Thomas (previously covered by Lake Mead).  The site was approximately 

ten (10) miles south of Overton, Nevada.  The hike into the remains of the Lost City 

included descriptions of the area known as the “Muddy River Mission” by local 

historians from the area.  The trail included stops at the most prominent sites in the old 

town of St. Charles that has been covered by Lake Mead for many, many years.  

Foundations and footings of many of the town structures still remain and the historical 

information presented was very interesting and enjoyed by everyone that attended.  

Visit’s to the local Overton Cemetery and Logandale museum (for lunch) was also 

included on the trek. 

 

June:  

 

The Cotton Mission Chapter again joined with Hurricane Chapter for a TREK to the 

Arizona Strip.  A pre-trek meeting was held on 22 May 2008 where Lyman Hafen 

described the trek for those planning to go.  The trek was held on 24 May 2008.  The 

group met at the Bundyville schoolhouse where a history of the area was presented.  The 

cemetery was also visited then the group enjoyed a catered meal at the Bar 10 Ranch.  

After lunch was served, a visit to Nixon Springs was made with additional comments 

regarding the history of the area was presented along with a distance view of parts of the 

Grand Canyon.  .  Historical highlight of the area included the following comments:  

 

 The original schoolhouse burned down and was rebuilt as close as possible to the 

original structure. 

 

 An average of approximately thirty (30) children attended school in the old 

schoolhouse. 

  

 Young women school teachers were hired to teach the children and most ended up 

marrying the local eligible men. 

 

 It was a hard life for those who lived in the area because water had to be carried 

for miles.  The area residents depended on rain mostly for crops.  The rainfall 

amounts decreased after World War II and caused many of those 

individuals/families to leave the area. 

 

September: 

 

The National Convention of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held in Richfield, Utah, on 

September 25th thru 27th under the direction of Gordon Topham, President of the Sevier 
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Valley Chapter. Some 350 members and wives from chapters all over the West attended. 

It was a record high attendance, and it included many members from the Cotton Mission 

Chapter in St. George. The activities were held on the Snow College Campus in 

Richfield. 

  

Upon arrival the attendees were greeted in the Administration Building where registration 

took place. The registration area had many displays of early pioneer life in the area. Each 

registrant was given a canvas tote bag filled with information concerning the Convention. 

The meetings the first day were focused on special training for the President-elects of the 

Chapters. It was a first time event, and it was so successful that it will become an annual 

event. Over thirty chapters were represented as the President-elects prepare to take over 

on January 1st. That evening the Opening Ceremonies were held in the Great Hall. 

President Topham was the MC, and the speakers included a welcome by the Mayor of 

Richfield. After, a very fine dinner was prepared and served by the Snow College 

Culinary Arts students. Their food was a real treat. The entertainment for the evening was 

provided by the "Old Tyme Fiddlers Association" who were in town for a state-wide 

contest.  

The second day started with a National Board Breakfast meeting attended by the Area 

Vice Presidents. After the breakfast, two tours had been arranged. The first was a scenic 

tour to Fish Lake and Capitol Reef. The second was a historical tour to the Fremont 

Indian State Park, Cove Fort, and the Provisional State Capitol in Fillmore. The guides 

grew up in the area, and their knowledge of events was outstanding. Another excellent 

dinner was followed by entertainment by Jim Cooper, a Country Western entertainer, 

from Panguitch, Utah. 

The last day began with the National Business meeting that involved all members. 

Presentations on future events, plans and goals were made. Dilworth Strasser was elected 

National President-elect for 2009. Roger Flick, this year’s President-elect, will be the 

National President for 2009. During the Business Meeting the wives listened to "Stories 

of the Sweetwater Rescue" by Kent Parsons, Jolene Alphin, and Joanne Baird (sister of 

President Hinckley’s wife). The final event of the Convention was the National 
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President’s Luncheon. Awards were presented to various Chapters and individuals by 

local and national officials. The luncheon speaker was Jeffery Ogden Jensen from the 

Church History Department. He described events during the Blackhawk War. 

Entertainment was then provided by the Durfee’s Country Western Family Band.  

The SUP Banner was passed from the Sevier Valley Chapter to the Ogden Chapter, the 

hosts for the National Convention in 2009. The 2010 Convention will be hosted by the 

Cotton Mission Chapter in St. George. 

October:  

On Saturday, October 11th, twenty five hardy souls ignored the dire weather forecasts and 

journeyed to the library at New Harmony to hear about the settlement of the area, the 

building of Fort Harmony, the current efforts to restore the fort, and the history of it’s 

founder, John D. Lee. 

  

Paul Furr, a great grandson of John D. Lee told the history of his great grandfather. He 

related how Lee’s early childhood was not a happy one, and he left home at the age of 16. 

Lee did a variety of jobs before joining the LDS Church. Once a member, he was very 

devout. He did all he was asked to do which included the settling of Southern Utah. He 

was the founder of Harmony, and he was active in establishing Washington City, Kanab, 

and Lee’s ferry. 
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After Paul’s presentation, Lyman Platt, the Chief Financial Officer of the Fort Harmony 

Historical Society, informed the group of the progress made of the Society’s efforts to 

restore the fort. So far the Society has gotten the county to fence the site. After that, the 

Office of Public Archaeology and volunteers have spent many hours in uncovering and 

protecting the site. Many more hours will be needed to complete the restoration project. 

After Lyman’s presentation, he took the group on a tour of the site. He showed where the 

different families lived. The tour was conducted in the middle of a howling snow storm. 

Those interested in learning more about the project and opportunities to volunteer can 

contact the Society at fortharmony.org. 

After the presentations and tours, many of the group went into New Harmony to the 

Apple Fest. Lunch could be purchased from the fifteen booths that were set up. Apples 

were available for purchase from the local growers.  

All in all, the group had an enjoyable and informative trek - in spite of the weather.  

Special Awards, Honors & Events: 
 

Essays: 

 

The Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers held essay contests at the four 

local elementary schools. The participants were fourth graders from Bloomington 

Elementary, Bloomington Hills Elementary, Little Valley Elementary, and Riverside 

Elementary. The five winners from each school were each given a certificate and twenty 

Sacagawea gold dollars. The winners by school were Blake Amick, Cassidy Bushnell, 

Jake O’Neal, Emily Stewart, and Wilson Wright from Bloomington Elementary, Logan 

Matthews, Nathan Nelson, McKenzie Sampson, Garrick Sharp, and Emil Winona from 

Bloomington Hills Elementary, Abby Clark, Megan Draney, Kanon Heaton, Doby Imlay, 

and Olivia Shakespeare from Little Valley Elementary, and Haylie Albrecht, Annelise 

Burr, Zachary Gibbs, Tailer Staheli, and Zack Tamri from Riverside Elementary. 
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The essay project was created to foster an awareness and appreciation by the students of 

their ancestors and of the spiritual values that motivated and guided them. This year the 

contest was moved from the fifth grade to the fourth grand to make a better match with 

the curriculum of Utah and Pioneer History. This year there were 53 essays submitted 

with the largest number of entries (20) coming from Bloomington Hills Elementary. 

The subject of the essay needed to be an ancestor that was two or more generations 

removed from the student. There were no restrictions concerning gender, ethnic or 

religious membership, or the ancestor’s place of residence. The essays were to be at least 

300 words long. The information for the essays could come from manuscripts, old letters, 

histories, or interviews with family members. The judges were instructed that the essays 

needed to convey a real sense of personal acquaintance with the subjects. They were to 

feel from reading the essays that the students really knew their ancestors. The judges 

were Mel and Jan Duehlmeier, Roland and Nellie Lee, Ernie and Zoe Maes, Jon Bodnar, 

and Nadine Staley. They selected the twenty winners from the fifty-three essays 

submitted. 

  

Training Meeting: 

Training by National Officers was held on Saturday, 2 Feb 2208.  Five (5) members of 

the National SUP Office traveled to St. George and conducted a special training session 
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for the SUP Southern Utah Officers and members. Among the many topics covered in the 

training, they included a presentation on the "Power of One". This presentation 

challenged ALL SUP members to be responsible for at least one new member in 2008. 

Some of the ways they suggested this might be accomplished are: Father to Son, Father to 

Grandson, You to a Friend, You to a Neighbor, or You to other Family members. We are 

all encouraged to begin NOW! When your new member joins, Ask him to invite a new 

member within his first three months. If you enjoy, are having fun, and Love SUP, then 

SHARE so someone else can have the same experience. Please join the Power of One 

Team.  

The Photos below are of those participating in the Leadership Training, and include: 

Robert Horrocks, Carl Moss, Pres. Booth Maycock, Doug Loosie, and in the bottom 

photo, Dil Strasser and Grant Barton. 

      

Celebrations: 

The Cotton Mission Sons of Utah Pioneers participated in the following celebrations 

providing pioneer exhibits and equipment including a stagecoach horse drawn buggies 

and carriages. 

 Washington City Cotton Days and Veterans Day Parade 

 Bloomington Hills Heritage Days 24th of July Celebration 

 Enterprise Heritage Day 24th of July Celebration 

(The Chapter expresses deep appreciation to Dean Terry for the use of his many 

materials, horses and buggies/carriages in supporting these events.) 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 
January 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

Happy New Year! 
PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 2008 

Dear Fellow Members, 

It is indeed an honor and a privilege to have been selected to serve the 

Cotton Mission Chapter as your President, this year. The year is 

significant as the Diamond Jubilee Year – 75th Anniversary of the 

founding of the Sons of Utah Pioneers and as such I pledge to strive to 

make this another outstanding year for our chapter. 

As we continue to work toward increasing and enhancing our 

membership, our chapter activities and our submission of ancestor 

biographies, I’ve been looking to where we might focus our efforts or go 

the extra mile. My thoughts continue to return to community service. 

How better can we preserve the heritage of our ancestors than by 

supporting the communities where we live? For example: We can 

expand our Elementary School Essay Contest to more schools and pick 

up the new High Schools in our Scholarship Awards. We can give more 

support to "St George Live". This is such an outstanding program for 

teaching our school children and visitors alike concerning our heritage 

here. Then, of course, there is the Confluence Park where for years 

we’ve been considering placing plaques and now appears to be ready to 

go ahead. In addition there is the real possibility of erecting a Brigham 

Young statue there commemorating the spot where he proclaimed the 

growth of the area.  

National Headquarters has embarked on a new grading system for 

evaluating local chapters. The items mentioned above are all included 

and there is no good reason why we cannot achieve an "Outstanding 

Chapter Award" again this year. And at the same time find joy, 

satisfaction and a sense of accomplishment in our efforts.  

I appreciate the willing and tireless service of the Directors and 

Committee Chairmen as well as the Committee Members who make this 
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chapter operate so smoothly and for their ideas and suggestions, which 

keep our chapter alive and significant. 

May our New Year be eventful and historic! 

Dinner Meetings for 2008 January 15th: Speaker will be 

Larry Gardner, Long time St. George Resident, County 

Commissioner, Rancher, Seminary Teacher, Stake 

President, & Developer.  

February 19th, April 15th, June 17th, July 15th,  

August 19th (Terry Ranch), November 11th, December 

9th. 
Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 6:00 

P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 

per person.  

Treks for 2008 March 15th, May 17th, September 25th - 

27th, October 11th. 

For your future Calendars,  

2008 National Convention will be held in Richfield, Utah, Sept. 25-27. 

For information contact: Sevier Valley Chapter, PO Box 233, Monroe, 

UT 84754, Phone: 435-527-4339.2009 National Convention will be held 

in Ogden, Utah, Dates to be determined. 

2010 National Convention will be held in St. George, Utah, Dates to 

determined. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND. During the year 2008 we will celebrate 

the 75th anniversary of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The Diamond Jubilee Fundraiser will 

raise funds to accomplish needed upkeep of NSSUP facilities, property, and provide 

funding for the placement of a monument of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young at the 

This is the Place State Park in Salt Lake City.  

 

LEADERSHIP TRAINING: All chapter officers, directors, and 

committee chairmen are invited to attend the Leadership Training By The National 

Office, to be held in St. George on February 2, 2008. Wives are invited. Wives program 

will be a presentation by Gracia Jones, author of "Emma and Lucy". 
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Bio for Kent B Beus 

Kent B Beus was born March 31, 1935 at Ogden, Utah, son of William 

James and Leone Blood Beus. Their home was in Clinton, Utah at that 

time. The family moved to Burley, Idaho and then Nyssa, Oregon, 

where Kent graduated from High School. After attending BYU for two 

years he served in the Norwegian Mission. 

Graduating from BYU in Electrical Engineering, the Beus family moved 

to San Jose, California, where Kent worked for IBM. His career 

alternated after that between farming and engineering, which took the 

family to Michigan, Arizona, Idaho, Alaska, and Utah.  

His last twenty years before retirement were with Philips 

Semiconductors, first in Orem, Utah, and then in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico. The last two years of his career with Philips, he worked in the 

Netherlands. While there, Kent and his wife, Clara Goates Beus, had 

the opportunity to travel extensively, including visits to the places where 

their ancestors lived. European history came alive for them as they 

studied and visited the places where their ancestors struggled for 

freedom of religion. Kent's pioneer Beus family, Michael and Marianne 

Beus and children, were in the first handcart company in 1856. His 

pioneer Loynd family, James and Elizabeth Loynd and children, were 

in the Martin Handcart Company. 

Kent and Clara are parents of six children, five girls and one boy. 

Presently they are serving their fifth year of a "six month" mission in 

the St. George Regional Family History Training Center. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 
February 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

Dinner Meetings for 2008: February 19th, April 15th, 

June17th,  

July 15th, August 19th (Terry Ranch), November 11th, 

December 9th. 
Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 

6:00 P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is 

$12.50 per person.  

Treks for 2008: March 15th, May 17th, September 25th - 

27th, October 11th. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND. During the year 2008 we will celebrate the 

75th anniversary of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The Diamond Jubilee Fundraiser will raise 

funds to accomplish needed upkeep of NSSUP facilities, property, and provide funding 

for the placement of a monument of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young at the This is the 

Place State Park in Salt Lake City.  

LEADERSHIP TRAINING:  
The Photos below are of those participating in the Leadership Training, and include: 

Robert Horrocks, Carl Moss, Pres. Booth Maycock, Doug Loosie, and in the bottom 

photo, Dil Strasser and Grant Barton. 
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Local Training by National Officers: On Saturday, February 2nd, five of the National 

Officers from SUP traveled to St. George and conducted a special training session for the 

SUP Southern Utah Officers and members. Among the many topics covered in the 

training, they included a presentation on the "Power of One". This presentation 

challenged ALL SUP members to be responsible for at least one new member in 2008. 

Some of the ways they suggested this might be accomplished are: Father to Son, Father to 

Grandson, You to a Friend, You to a Neighbor, or You to other Family members. We are 

all encouraged to begin NOW! When your new member joins, Ask him to invite a new 

member within his first three months. If you enjoy, have fun, and Love SUP, then Share 

so someone else can have the same experience. Please join the Power of One Team.  

Biography – Don Burton 
Don was born Aug 10, 1940 at Parowan, Utah, son of Claude (Andy) Burton and Berta 

Worthen Burton. He was raised in Parowan and graduated from Parowan High School.  

He attended the College of Southern Utah (now SUU) in Cedar City and USU in Logan 

graduating in Manufacturing/Mechanical Engineering. His working career covered forty-

two (42) years service with the Federal Government as a civilian engineer/manager 

including twenty-four (24) years for the United States Air Force at Hill AFB, Utah and 

eighteen (18) years for NASA (Marshall Space Flight Center – Alabama) co-located at 

the ATK/Thiokol Corporation, Brigham City, Utah. He thoroughly enjoyed his work both 

with the Air Force and with NASA working on Air Force Fighter Aircraft Ejection 

Systems and later on the Space Shuttle Program. 

He retired from NASA in Dec 2004 and he and his wife, the former Laura Lamoreaux of 

Paragonah, Utah, moved to Washington, Utah where they presently reside. They have 

four (4) children, seventeen (17) grandchildren and two (2) great-grandchildren. Don’s 

first pioneer ancestors come to Utah from Winter Quarters in the Spring of 1848 settling 

first in Farmington, Utah. They were later called to settle Parowan, Utah as part of the 

original George A Smith party in January 1851. His great-grandfather is named Sidney 

Rigdon Burton and he was thirteen (13) years old when he arrived in Parowan. Don loves 

his pioneer heritage and is grateful for THEIR sacrifices and efforts in providing so 
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many blessings that he and his family enjoy today. 

Don and Laura are serving as Family History Church Service Missionaries in their Ward 

and Stake in the Washington area. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 
March 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND. During the year 2008 we will celebrate the 

75th anniversary of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The Diamond Jubilee Fundraiser will raise 

funds to accomplish needed upkeep of NSSUP facilities, property, and provide funding 

for the placement of a monument of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young at the This is the 

Place State Park in Salt Lake City.  

Dinner Meetings for 2008 April 15th, June 17th, July 15th, 

August 19th (Terry Ranch), November 11th, December 

9th. 
Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 6:00 

P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 

per person.  

Treks for 2008 March 15th, May 17th, September 25th - 

27th, October 11th. 
MARCH TREK  

WHERE: Join the Hurricane Chapter on trek to "Lost City" of St. Thomas. (Previously 

covered by Lake Meade.) Hear informative and interesting historical information about 

the "Muddy River Mission" from local historians. 

WHEN: All day Saturday, March 15th, (8AM to about 5 PM) 

MEET: Morningside Chapel parking lot at 8AM to car pool to Lost City Museum. Go 

through Overton 1/4 mile past Lynn’s Market to sign on right side of road to Lost City 

Museum. Meet with Hurricane Chapter there for 10 mile trip (last 3 miles on good dirt 

road -no rocks- to overlook and then HIKE DOWN on path to site where we will be 

given first talk. On return, visit cemetery and then go to Logandale museum for lunch. 

After lunch, optionally, can go home, visit Lost City Museum, Warm Springs or St. 

Josephs cemetery. 

FACILITIES: Rest rooms are available at the Museums and there is a room reserved for 

lunch at the Logandale museum. 

COST: A box lunch is available from Lynn’s Market (Overton) at $5/person. Also a $3 

donation to Hurricane Chapter for drinks and room rental. Money must be given to John 

Matthews by no later than March 5th as we have to give same to Hurricane Chapter to 

order lunches in advance. 

SIGN UP: Contact John Matthews (673-2132) for lunch choice and so pay donation. He 

will need your Name, Phone, if you might need a ride, or if you could offer a ride. 
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MENU 

SANDWICHES: A. TURKEY B. HAM C. ROAST BEEF 

(ALL SANDWICHES COME WITH CHIPS , FRUIT CUP AND COOKIE) 

CHICKEN: 2PIECES CHICKEN AND CHOICE OF:  

(1) MACARONI SALAD (2) POTATO SALAD (3) COLE SLAW 

(ALL COME WITH ROLL AND BUTTER) 

COST $ 5.00  
DRINKS ARE INCLUDED IN THE $3.00 SIGN UP COST 
MONEY AND Lunch CHOICE MUST BE TO JOHN MATTHEWS (673-2132) BY 

NO LATER THAN MARCH 5TH. 

Thank You from Wayne Pace: 

I wish to express my appreciation to the Cotton Mission Chapter of the SUP for 

presenting me with a Modern Pioneer Award. I have deep feeling about the SUP and I 

have devoted countless hours to it. However, no one can do these things without a 

dedicated partner and spouse. Gae and I have been married for 55 years. she has born six 

children, served as Primary and Relief Society Presidents, worked part time, and carried 

on a crafts business. She was honored as the guest artist at the Utah State Arts and Crafts 

Show in Salt Lake City. She has won many ribbons in state fairs and created special 

crafts for the homes of well-to-d0 people in Salt Lake and Provo. She has maintained our 

home both inside and outside, and she did all of this while I was involved in SUP 

activities. I'm honored to have her as my partner in these adventures.  

Cordially, R. Wayne Pace 

BIO FOR KEN STALEY 
KENNETH LEVANT STALEY, (Ken), was born June 13, 1936 to Thomas and Nelda 

(Hales) Staley, in a little lumbering town in Northern California, called Westwood. The 

entire town, (homes, stores, etc.), was owned by the company. At the age of two, Ken and 

his family were ‘run out of Westwood’ because his dad tried to start a union. 

The family, which included his sister, Jeannine, moved to Redwood City, California, 

south of San Francisco, where his dad opened a 7-chair barbershop with a shoeshine boy 

in south San Francisco. 

Ken went to Sequoia High School in Redwood City until he was 15, when his family 

moved northeast to Oroville, California. His dad built a barbershop there and later went 

into the Real Estate Industry. 

Ken graduated from Oroville Union High School in June of 1954. He then attended 

Chico State College, (now a university), and graduated as a teacher of education in 

January of 1960. He spent 40 years in the Palermo Union Elementary School District. He 

taught grades 4-8, Special Ed, and was principal of the K-8 grade school. 

While in college Ken met and married Nadine Joan (Silva) Staley, September 4, 1957 in 

the Los Angeles Temple. They have 2 daughters, Brenda Studley and Valerie Spackman, 
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both of whom live in St George and Hurricane with their growing families, and Derek, 

who with his family, live in Beaverton, Oregon. He works for Nike Corporation in 

Portland. Ken and Nadine also have 10 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren and 

growing. 

They moved to St George in October of 2003, following their respective retirements in 

education and the dental field in California, to be with 2 of their 3 children and their 

families and join in the ‘activity’ and beauty of southern Utah. Thank goodness for air 

travel, they fly from Las Vegas to Portland, instead of the 18-hour drive, to visit. 

Ken has held many positions in the church…Sunday School Presidency, YM Presidency, 

H.P. Group Leader, Bishop’s Counselor, Bishop, High Councilman, Seminary Teacher, 

Ward Mission Leader, etc. A high light of their church service was traveling 2 ½ hours, 

one way, once a week to the Oakland Temple as ordinance workers. 

Ken and Nadine celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary this past September 4. The 

most precious gifts, of their 50 years of marriage, are each other, the pride and joy of 

their family and friends and testimony of Jesus Christ.  

Currently, Ken serves as the SUP Scholarship Committee Chairman, which includes the 

fourth grade essay contest. 

At the tender age of 72, Ken is grateful for his good health, for he enjoys substituting in 

the various elementary schools, he said he does it for the money, but really he loves 

children and loves to be involved in their educational growth. 

He thanks the Cotton Mission Chapter, SUP for asking him to share this little vignette of 

his life. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 
April 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

Dinner Meetings for 2008 April 15th, June 17th, July 15th,August 

19th (Terry Ranch), November 11th, December 9th. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 6:00 

P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 

per person. ALSO: The April Dinner Meeting is devoted to presentation of Scholarships, and the Dress 

is Sunday Best.  

Treks for 2008 May 15th & 16th, September 25th - 27th, October 11th. 

Details for May Trek to Salt Lake City. (Salt Lake Tabernacle, 

State Capitol Buildings) 

Cotton Mission and Hurricane Valley Chapters 

When: 15-16 May 2008 

What: We will leave the parking lot near Dixie State College Campus 

Security (3rd South 8th East) at 9:15 AM. There will be a brief stop and 

Lunch at Cove Fort on the way to Salt Lake. Lodging will be at Howard 

Johnson Motel. After settling in at the Motel, we will learn about the 

renovation of the Salt Lake Tabernacle and attend a Rehearsal of the 

Tabernacle Choir. Friday morning we will visit the Church Museum 

and view the Relief Society and Tabernacle Displays. We will then visit 

and tour the State Capitol and make a brief stop at SUP National 

Headquarters. Cost: $110.00 per person, double occupancy, single 

supplement additional $35.00. Includes: Transportation, lodging, guide 

service and four meals. 

We need a positive head count of who will be participating ASAP, and will 

call for a show of hands at the April Dinner Meeting. All money must be 

in by 01 May 2008 

There is room for 47 passengers on a first come basis from either 

chapter. We must have a minimum of 40 passengers for the above price. 

Send checks made to SUP to Mel Duehlmeier, 888 N. Links, St. George, 

Ut. 84780. For any question call: Cliff Spendlove 673-8740, or John 

Matthew 673-2132 

THANK YOU FROM ORR HILL: 
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It was a distinct honor and surprise to receive the Modern Pioneer 

Award, enhanced by being accepted by all the superb quality men in 

our Chapter. I regret that Mavis was not standing by my side, without 

wife support, our activities would be minimal. My sincere appreciation 

to Pres. Elect Stanley Fisher for eloquently representing the Chapter in 

this award Presentation. 

Sincerely, Orr Hill. 

FOR THOSE WHO RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER BY U.S. MAIL: 

The cost of sending the newsletter continues to go up with the increase in postage and 

printing. Each Newsletter costs us about 50 cents plus. If you have an e-mail address and 

wouldn’t mind receiving it that way, please send your e-mail address to: 

galeh@infowest.com. 

SUP ON THE INTERNET: We would remind you that there are two Internet 

Addresses where you can find out about what is going on in the Sons of Utah Pioneers. 

Our local Chapter Web site is sonsofutahpioneers.info, and includes information about 

the Cotton Mission Chapter as well as a copy of our latest Newsletter. The National Web 

site is sonsofutahpioneers.org, and is filled with information about SUP overall, and also 

gives you access to The Trailmarker, which is the National Newsletter. We invite and 

encourage you to visit both of these sites on a regular basis. 

Cotton Mission Chapter Organization Chart. I am attaching a copy of our 

Chapter Organization if you are interested. It is attached in two formats, one for 

WordPerfect, and one for Microsoft Word, ----Your Choice. 

BIO for Bryan "Chuck" Barton  

Bryan Douglas Barton is my full given name, but most people call me 

"Chuck." (Try figuring that one out). My parents are Kay and Carol 

Barton. 

I married Lynette Whitney, my Pine View High School Sweetheart, on 

December 1st, 1990, after serving a mission for the LDS Church in 

Hamburg, Germany. Lynette was born in Cedar City, but grew up in 

Washington, UT, where her parents, Darrell and Sally Whitney still 

reside. 

Lynette and I have 3 beautiful children: Whitney Lyn Barton, age 13; 

Tyler Bryan Barton, age 12; Samantha Kay Barton, age 8. 

I am a Certified Financial Planner with Merrill Lynch, and have been 

in the financial services field for over 15 years. I earned a Bachelor 

Degree from SUU, and an Associates Degree from Dixie State. 

I am an active member in my community and have served on a number 

of boards. Among these include Past Chairman of the St. George 

mailto:galeh@infowest.com.
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Musical Theater and Past Co-Chair of KONY Coins for Kids. I 

currently sit on the Planned Giving Committee for DRMC Hospital 

Foundation. 

At present I work with the youth in my LDS Ward and am active in 

Scouting. I am a Scout Master and serve on the Eagle Scout Board of 

Review. I continually encourage the youth to get involved in knowing 

their history. 

I am blessed with a rich Pioneer Heritage on both sides of my family. I 

have deeply loved getting to know some of my ancestors. It is not 

enough for me to simply identify their names; I have a great desire to 

KNOW them. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 
NEWSLETTER  
May 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

PLAN AHEAD: Please check and mark your calendars now for future 

Dinner Meetings and Treks. We have many fun and interesting activities planned 

for the remainder of the year, and encourage you to plan to be with us. The schedule 

of Meetings and Treks is as follows: 

Dinner Meetings for 2008 June 17th, July 15th, August 19th (Terry 

Ranch),  

November 11th, December 9th. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 

6:00 P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is 

$12.50 per person.  

Treks for 2008 May 22nd & 24th This will be a two part Trek combining 

with the Hurricane Chapter:  

Thursday May 22, 2008. The Hurricane Chapter is having a pot-luck dinner 

meeting at the American Legion Hall in Hurricane at 6:30 PM. Cotton 

Mission Chapter members are invited. IF YOU GO, BRING SALAD or 

CASSEROLE. Lyman Hafen, who wrote a book about the Arizona Strip will 

be the speaker. He will describe the Saturday Trek and is a "must attend" if 

you plan to go on Saturday. 

Saturday May 24, 2008. Meet with the Hurricane Chapter at Bundyville 

schoolhouse at 9:00 AM for history of the area by two specialists. Then to 

the cemetery and then go to the Bar 10 Ranch for a catered meal (est. cost 

$10/ea). After the meal to Nixon Springs for further presentation of history, 

etc. Then visit other historic sites in the area and return via Colorado City. 

We must have an accurate headcount for those planning to join in the meal. 

Please Call Bob Horrocks, 674-4415 ASAP, if you plan to go or have 

questions.  

Bring extra water ( it is dry out there)!! Cotton Mission Chapter attendees 

will meet at the Morningside Chaptel at 7:30 AM and Carpool. 

National Encampment, September 25th - 27th, in Richfield, Utah, at Snow 
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College Richfield Campus and Snow College Convention Center. 

Information available through: 2008 SUP National Encampment, PO Box 

233, Monroe, Utah 84754  

October 11th. Trek time and destination yet to be determined. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND. During the year 2008 we will 

celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The Diamond 

Jubilee Fundraiser will raise funds to accomplish needed upkeep of NSSUP 

facilities, property, and provide funding for the placement of a monument of 

Joseph Smith and Brigham Young at the This is the Place State Park in Salt 

Lake City.  

BIO’s NEEDED: We try to feature one of our Chapter Members each 

month in the Newsletter by publishing a short Life Sketch or BIO. If yours 

has not yet been published, would you please consider writing one, and 

forwarding it to Gale Hamelwright, 1119 E. Oxford Place, SG, 84790 or e-

mail it to: (galeh@infowest.com). If you need help or want an outline to 

follow, give Gale a call at 634-9521. 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED: For those who missed our April 

Dinner Meeting, our Chapter awarded five (5) scholarships to seniors from 

our local high schools. These scholarships are for $500 each, and are good 

for any accredited school the student chooses. Those receiving awards were, 

left to right:  

 

 

Dixie High School Jisselle Vargas  

Pineview High School Heather Michelle Stewart 

Enterprise High School Mandy Davis 

Millcreek High School Alexie Lynn Adams 

Snow Canyon High School Holly Schram 

mailto:galeh@infowest.com).
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Sons pictured with the winners, left to right: 

Ernie Maes Scholarship Committee Member 

Ken Staley Scholarship Committee Chairman 

Robert Webb Chapter President.  

We are able to grant these gifts as a result of the generosity of our 

members who donate to the Scholarship Fund each year. We appreciate 

and encourage your continued support of this very positive and 

worthwhile program. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
June 2008 Vol. 19 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Ares VP 674-4415 

Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 

Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-5818 

Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 

Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

Dinner Meetings for 2008 June 17th, July 15th, August 

19th (Terry Ranch), November 11th, December 9th. 
Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in Washington, at 6:00 

P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 

per person.  

Treks for 2008 September 25th - 27th, National 

Encampment at Richfield, Utah. We encourage ALL 

members and spouses to attend. If you need information 

on activity agenda, or housing, please contact any of the 

Chapter Officers or Directors (listed above). 

October 11th, Yet to be determined. 

DIAMOND JUBILEE FUND. During the year 2008 we will celebrate the 75th 

anniversary of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. The Diamond Jubilee Fundraiser will raise 

funds to accomplish needed upkeep of NSSUP facilities, property, and provide funding 

for the placement of a monument of Joseph Smith and Brigham Young at the This is the 

Place State Park in Salt Lake City.  

BIO FOR ABE YOUNG 

He was born Aug. 13,1943 in Caliente, Nevada. He was premature and weighed about 3-

4 pounds. His father was AlJram Owen Young and his mother was Lois Haight. He had a 

sister Janice and Sharon.  

His father was killed in an auto accident when three years old.  

His mother returned to school and Abe went to live with his grandpa and grandma in 

Enoch on the farm. He loved his grandpa and grandma so much. He remembers sitting 



 32 

out on the porch on pleasant summer evenings and singing songs like Home on the 

Range, Utah Trail and Don't Fence Me In. That is probably where his singing career 

began.  

After his mother graduated from BYU she got a job teaching in Beaver, Utah. She taught 

kindergarten. He remembers that his mother bought a record player and records that they 

listened every night until his mom got home from work. His mother met and married 

Ernie Wells and moved to St. George when Abe was about nine years old. Now he had 2 

step-brothers and a step sister. Then a half-sister was born into the family. It became a 

yours, mine and ours family.  

His mother used to play the piano and would make him sing at least 5 songs before he 

could go out to play. It payed off in his life. He sang Old Man River at the Kiwanis 

Talent Show and won the contest. He also sang many times in school assemblies and 

school musicals. He participated in many Dixie College musicals such as; "Boyfriend, 

The Kind and I, West Side Story, The Sound of Music and My Fair Lady.  

He was selected Outstanding Vocal Student at Dixie College in 1962. Even to this day he 

is known for his musical ability and has performed for many different occasions.  

Movie stars came to St. George often when he was a young boy. He washed Gary 

Coopers car once. It was a white Plymouth with bucket seats. He had never seen anything 

so cool.  

He had his haircut at home until he was 19 and preparing to go on a mission. The local 

barber gave the missionaries free hair cuts before they left. He served a mission for the 

church to Southern Australia. He loves Australia to this day.  

He joined the National Guard in 1961 and served there for sixteen years. He was 

honorably discharged when he was called to be a Bishop in the Third Ward.  

He married Charlotte Cochran on his 21 birthday. They have 6 wonderful children. Four 

boys and 2 girls. He now has twenty grandchildren whom he is very proud of. (8 boys 

and 12 girls.  

He is an avid genealogist and spends lots of his free time in research. He has published 

several family books on his families’ history. He also did a book on those who severed in 

the II World War for Washington Co.  

He attended school in Beaver and St. George. He graduated from Dixie High School, 

Dixie College and the University of Utah with a Masters Degree in Speech and Hearing  

He taught in the Granite School District from 1967-68. He started working in the 

Washington County School District in 1969 and retired in 1999. He continued to work 

for a few years beyond retirement. He has worked in Colorado City for many years 

during that time.  

He received the RoHan Jo Van Hattum Award in 1996 in recognition of outstanding 

commitment to speech therapy services in a school setting. He is a novel speech therapist 

because of his use of music in his therapy. He taught himself to play the guitar and use it 

in his work. He has also taught others to play. He delights in it.  

He has a love for handicapped children and has helped many of them during his years in 

education. He has hardly ever missed a day of work in over 40 years. He is a very 
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committed, dependable person. He loves children and has loved his job helping them 

over these many years.  
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
July 2008 Vol. 20 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Area VP 674-

4415 

Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 

Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-

5818 

Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 

Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

Dinner Meetings for 2008  

July 15th,  

August 19th at the Dean Terry Ranch (if you need 

directions or would like to car pool, contact an officer 

or director, listed above). Dinner will be at 6 PM, 

however, Dean says "come early and visit for a while". 

The speaker will be Crane Simmons. While Dean & 

Carol Terry are generous in donating the food and 

location, we would appreciate your paying the normal 

cost ($12.50 each) which will all go to the Scholarship 

Fund,  

November 11th,  

December 9th . 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s 

in Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, 

unless otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 per person.  
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Treks for 2008  

September 25th - 27th, National Encampment at 

Richfield, Utah. We encourage ALL members and 

spouses to attend. If you need information on activity 

agenda, or housing, please refer to the inside back cover 

of the "Pioneer Magazine", check the internet site 

"www.SVSUP.org", or contact any of the Chapter 

Officers or Directors (Listed above). 

October 11th, Yet to be determined. 

Pioneer Stories Needed! 

All of us have heard the stories of the famous early pioneers of the West. We 

have all been inspired by stories of the early leaders. But there are many 

little-known pioneers, whose wonderful stories are not known, except to a 

few. These little-known pioneers deserve recognition.  

Here's the Plan: During the year 2008, the 75th "Diamond Jubilee" year of 

the Sons of Utah Pioneers, we would like to receive your stories of these 

pioneers. We will pass them on by posting them on our website, and will 

preserve them in our library. A few select stories will also be printed in the 

Pioneer Magazine. The story should be no more than 4 pages in length, so 

you wiIl want to just do a sketch of that pioneer's life with some 

inspirational vignettes, telling what was at the core of that person's character, 

why their life was meaningful. Remember, it is the character of the person, 

the pioneer values and attributes that made them what they are, the 

contributions that made their life rich and meaningful - these are the things 

to emphasize in your story.  

If you have access to a computer, you will find that to be the easiest way to 

go. Just start at www.utahpioneers.org and follow the instructions. This is 

the easiest and most preferred way to submit your story.  

If you are not a member, please include a $ 15 check with your story for 

digitizing and processing. As a Bonus, the SUP will give you a one year 

subscription to their Pioneer Magazine. You will love it! If you have 

multiple stories to submit, there will only be one charge, for the first story. 
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BIO FOR CREED EVANS 

Creed Miles Evans, M.D. Col. USAF Ret., & LCDR USNAVY Ret., was 

born in Rexburg, Idaho, and reared in Salt Lake City where he 

attended Uinta Elementary, Roosevelt Jr. High, and East High School. 

He studied at 10 universities and colleges in varied disciplines ranging 

from Aeronautical, Civil, and Solar Engineering, Medicine, Speech, 

Geology, and National Security Management. He is a Diplomate from 

the University of Utah; Lausanne, Switzerland and the Air Force 

University. 

In WWII he served as a pilot in the USAAC in all three theatres of 

action" American, European, and Asiatic Pacific. 

Post war, he was in the active reserve in the US Air Force as a Pilot 

Physician and the Navy as a Flight Surgeon simultaneously for ten 

years. He practiced medicine and surgery in Beverly Hills and 

Westwood, California, was Flight Surgeon for United Airlines, 

President of the Los Angeles County Medical Association, Chief of Staff 

of the Sunset Boulevard Hospital, Life Member of the American 

Academy of Family Physicians, Silver Anniversary of the Hollywood 

Academy of Medicine. 

He was Flight Surgeon of the Royal Saudi Air Force, Royal Saudi Navy, 

and the Saudi Ministry of Interior. 

He now resides in the color country at St. George, Utah, where he is 

happy to fly his Daughter’s WWII Consolidated Vultee Basic Trainer 

B.T. 13 B. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
August 2008 Vol. 20 No. 8 St. George, Utah 

CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Area VP 674-4415 

Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 

Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-5818 

Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 

Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

Dinner Meetings for 2008  

August 19th at the Dean Terry Ranch (if you would like 

to car pool, contact Stan Fisher listed above). The speaker 

will be Crane Simmons. Dinner will be served at 6pm, 

however, Dean invites anyone and everyone who desires 

to come earlier in the day and enjoy the scenery, visiting 

and music by Bert Staheli beginning at 5pm. Although 

the Terry’s are providing the location and dinner, we 

are requesting that you make a generous donation to 

the SUP Scholarship Fund.  

[Directions to Terry Ranch: North on hiway 18 to between mile post 37 and 38. 

There will be a sign on the West side of the road (on the left if your coming from St. 

George) indicating where to turn. Follow that road approx. 3 miles to the Terry 

Ranch.]  

November 11th,  

December 9th . 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless 

otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 per person.  

Treks for 2008  
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September 25th - 27th, National Encampment at 

Richfield, Utah. We encourage ALL members and 

spouses to attend. If you need information on activity, 

agenda, or housing, please refer to the inside back cover 

of the "Pioneer Magazine", check the internet site 

"www.SVSUP.org", or contact any of the Chapter 

Officers or Directors (Listed above). 

October 11th, Explore the History of Harmony & New 

Harmony. 

Pioneer Stories Needed by SUP National! 
All of us have heard the stories of the famous early pioneers of the West. We have all 

been inspired by stories of the early leaders. But there are many little-known pioneers, 

whose wonderful stories are not known, except to a few. These little-known pioneers 

deserve recognition.  

Here's the Plan: During the year 2008, the 75th "Diamond Jubilee" year of the Sons of 

Utah Pioneers, we would like to receive your stories of these pioneers. We will pass them 

on by posting them on our website, and will preserve them in our library. A few select 

stories will also be printed in the Pioneer Magazine. The story should be no more than 4 

pages in length, so you will want to just do a sketch of that pioneer's life with some 

inspirational vignettes, telling what was at the core of that person's character, why their 

life was meaningful. Remember, it is the character of the person, the pioneer values and 

attributes that made them what they are, the contributions that made their life rich and 

meaningful - these are the things to emphasize in your story.  

If you have access to a computer, you will find that to be the easiest way to go. Just start 

at www.utahpioneers.org and follow the instructions. This is the easiest and most 

preferred way to submit your story.  

If you are not a member, please include a $ 15 check with your story for digitizing and 

processing. As a Bonus, the SUP will give you a one year subscription to their Pioneer 

Magazine. You will love it! If you have multiple stories to submit, there will only be one 

charge, for the first story. 

BIO FOR THAD G. KIRKHAM: 

I was born on March 22, 1929 in Salt Lake City, Utah. When I was about 10 

years old my family moved to Centerville, Utah. Our house had old chicken 

coups that my brothers and I tore down and used the materials to build forts 

and cabins. We liked to play "kick the can" and "run my sheepy run". 

I was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints but 

was not very active. My mother and Bishop thought it would be best if I 

http://www.utahpioneers.organdfollowtheinstructions.this/
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went on a mission, so I served a 2 ½ year mission in Denmark. This was 

thrilling because my ancestors are from Iceland and Denmark. After 

returning home I met Arlene Peterson. We were married in November 

of 1953. I was drafted into the Army where I became a cook. After my 

service in the Army, I graduated from Utah State and became a Jr. 

High Industrial Arts teacher in Buena Park, Calif. I also taught night 

school at Long Beach State University. I retired in 1989 and built a 

home in Dammeron Valley, Utah. We have 8 children, 26 

grandchildren, and 3 great grandchildren. 

I have served in 3 Bishoprics, plus many other church callings. Since 

retiring, my wife and I served a mission in Nauvoo where I was involved in 

doing restoration work. I also served a member location mission, and a 

mission at the Family History Library. 

We now live in Bloomington. I enjoy reading, drawing, traveling and 

spending time with my wife and family. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 40 

SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
October 2008 Vol. 20 No. 9 St. George, Utah 

CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Area VP 674-4415 

Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 

Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-5818 

Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 

Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

Remaining Dinner Meetings for 2008  

November 11th, Program to be determined. 

December 9th . Installation of New Officers for 2009, and Christmas 

Music. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the 3rd TUESDAY of each scheduled month, unless 

otherwise announced. The price is $12.50 per person.  

Treks for 2008  

October 11th,  
9 A.M. MEET AT MORNINGSIDE PARKING LOT AND CARPOOL TO NEW 

HARMONY. 

10 A.M. MEET AT NEW HARMONY LIBRARY TO HEAR PRESENTATIONS 

AND TOUR FORT 

11 A. M. VISIT APPLE FEST BOOTHS, HAVE LUNCH, BUY APPLES (DO SO 

BEFORE NOON AS THEY GO FAST) 

12:30 LEAVE FOR SPRING CREEK CANYON. STAY AS LONG AS DESIRE.  

WE WILL GO TO NEW HARMONY TO LEARN OF IT’S HISTORY FROM 

PAUL FURR, A DESCENDENT OF JOHN D. LEE, THE FOUNDER OF NEW 

HARMONY.  

TAKE A TOUR OF THE RUINS OF THE FORT WITH THE PLATT’S WHO 

ARE IN CHARGE OF THE RESTORATION OF THE FORT. 

ENJOY THE ACTIVITIES OF APPLE FEST DAY WHERE BOOTHS WILL 
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HAVE DISPLAYS AND VENDORS WILL HAVE FOOD 

THOSE WISHING TO SEE FALL COLORS IN SPRING CREEK CANYON IN 

NEARBY KANARAVILLE AFTER LUNCH CAN JOIN GROUP. THIS IS AN 

EASY HIKE BUT WILL HAVE TO CROSS STREAM (SHOULD BE LOW THIS 

TIME OF YEAR) SEVERAL TIMES. ONE CAN GO AS FAR AS ONE LIKES 

AND THEN RETURN THE SAME WAY. MANY OF THE COLORS ARE NOT 

INTO THE CANYON VERY FAR. 

DIOMOND JUBILEE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT 

FOR SUP NATIONAL 

The National Fund raising effort for Capital Improvement, has only been 

participated in by about 20% of our members, and they still need to raise another 

$15,000. If you have not already contributed, your support would be greatly 

appreciated, in whatever amount is appropriate for your circumstances. Donations 

may be made to our Chapter Treasurer. 

2008 National Convention: The 2008 National Convention was held in 

Richfield, Utah, September 25-27th, and the reports are that those attending all had 

a very good time. Dil Strasser is the new President-Elect for 2009. Roger Flick is the 

President. It appears that a lot of good food was also enjoyed by everyone. 
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BIO FOR DANIEL D. MCARTHUR 

 

Education: 

Graduate of Dixie College, 1970, Associate of Arts Degree 

Graduate of Brigham Young University, 1973, Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Manufacturing Technology 

Occupation: 

 

President and CEO of McArthur Welding, Inc. 1973 to present 

Vice-President of Interstate Steel and Supply Inc. 1993 to present 

 

Community Service: 
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Mayor, City of St. George 1994 to present 

St. George City Councilman 1984 to 1994 

Chairman of the Utah Safe Drinking Water Board 

Member of the Washington County Water Conservancy District Board 

Past President of the Utah League of Cities and Towns 

Member and Past President of the St. George Rotary Club 

Member of the Board of Directors of the Washington County Solid Waste District 

Chairman of the St. George Downtown Redeveloment Agency 

Served as a member of the State Republican Platform Committee 

Member of the Utah League of Cities and Towns Board of Directors and Policy 
Committee 

Member of the Joint Highway Committee 

High Councilman and former Bishop in the LDS Church 

Served as a Scoutmaster and Explorer leader for many years 

Received the Silver Beaver Award in Scouting. 

 

Personal 

Married and the father of six children and twelve grandchildren 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
November 2008 Vol. 20 No. 11 St. George, Utah 

CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 
Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Area VP 674-4415 
Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 
Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 
David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-5818 
Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 
Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

Remaining Dinner Meetings for 2008  

November 11th, Speaker: Pres. Randy Wilkinson  

December 9th . Installation of 2009 Officers. Christmas 

Music. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the dates listed above. The price is $12.50 per person. 

Schedule for 2009 (Please mark your calendars now, and reserve these dates. 

Details for time, place and Programs will be included in the Newsletter as the event 

plans are finalized.) 

CMC Board Meetings: 

Jan. 12, Feb. 2, Mar 2, Apr. 6, May 4, Jun. 1, Jul. 13, Aug. 3, Sep. 14, Oct. 

5, Nov. 2, Dec. 7. 

Dinner Meetings: 

Jan. 20, Feb. 17, Apr. 21, Jun. 16, Jul. 21, Aug. 18, Nov. 17, Dec 15. 

Treks: 

Mar. 14, May 16, Sep. 17-19, Oct. 10.  

Membership: The Chapter Membership is now at 79, and growing. 

Please feel free to invite your friends and acquaintances to come and 

join us. Also, help us welcome our latest new members: 

Kim and Debra Anderson, 

Jerold and Sandra Sorenson, 

Charles and Utahna Summerhays, 
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Clark and Charlyn Taylor. 

Remember that a great Christmas Gift is a subscription 

to the Pioneer Magazine! 

SUP National is still in need of funds to pay for the 75th 

Diamond Jubilee improvements to the National Headquarters. If you 

have not yet contributed, they would appreciate any amount that would 

be appropriate for you to give. 

BIO FOR Eldon Eugene Hafen: 

I was born in St. George in 1927. I was the 10th of 14 children born to Arthur K. and 

Orilla Woods Hafen. Even though I grew up in the great depression of the 1930's, I 

had a happy, wonderful childhood. I attended local school and graduated from 

Dixie High School and Dixie Jr. College. My playground was from the Virgin River 

to the Red Hill with many friends.  

My father was a school teacher at Dixie College but also had a small farm on the 

Price Bench (now Bloomington). All  

farming was done by horse drawn equipment and hard labor. There was no bridge 

across the river then and we often found ourselves stuck in the quicksand. Later dad 

sold the little farm and bought one just south of town about where 400 east meets 

the 1-15 freeway. 

After graduating from Dixie High in the spring of 1945, my older brother and I 

were drafted in the U.S. Army. After basic training we were sent to Germany where 

we served in occupation duty. After returning home and graduating from Dixie Jr. 

college I took over the management of our family tire business located on west St. 

George Boulevard (OK Tire). We did retreading and repairing and for many years 

were the only complete tire service store in Washington County. We later expanded 

our business to Henderson and Las Vegas, Nevada. 

In 1963, two brothers and myself purchased the cattle ranch in Clover Valley, 

(Barclay) Nevada. This was where my mother was born and raised. We are the 

fourth generation to ranch there. 

In 1953 I married Maxine Pymm in the St. George Temple. Through the years she's 

never let me down. We have seven children, all currently living in the St. George 

area, 27 grandchildren and 8 ½ great grandchildren. 

I have had many church callings including Bishop of the 6th ward from 1967 to 1973. 

Maxine and I served a mission in southern California in 1988 & 1989. 

I am now enjoying my full time hobby on the cattle ranch in Nevada. I feel that I 

have been blessed more than anyone with a good life, a good wife, a good family and 

friends. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS  
PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

NEWSLETTER 
December 2008 Vol. 20 No. 12 St. George, Utah 

CHAPTER OFFICERS & DIRECTORS 

Robert Webb President 652-3574 Robert Horrocks Dixie Area VP 674-4415 

Stanley Fisher Pres. Elect 628-4062 David Rogers Past Pres. 627-8003 

Don Forshee Secretary 673-4853 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

David Summerhays Director 688-0568 Robert Thornley Director 673-5818 

Wayne Pace Director 688-8114 Don Burton Director 986-1706 

Lynn Niederhauser Director 656-1138 Dean Terry Director 632-5879 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 2008 

Dear Fellow Members and Wives, 

It has been a distinct honor and privilege to have served the Cotton 

Mission Chapter as your President this past year and I wish to thank 

you all for your support, cooperation and many kindnesses shown 

toward my wife and I. We feel blessed to count you all as acquaintances 

and friends.  

I appreciate all of the fine work that has gone into our dinner meetings 

and treks by the Committee Chairmen and their members and also Abe 

Young for his efforts in securing outstanding programs for us again this 

year. Our efforts in Scholarships and Pioneer Essays has once again 

been exceptional and we are pleased that we will be including additional 

schools this coming year.  

As we look forward to another great year under the leadership of Stan 

Fisher we are also aware of the need to get ourselves organized and 

plans underway for the National Convention to be held here in 2010. 

Chairman Lynn Niederhauser is putting this all together and it should 

be an outstanding event. At the right time he will need the willing hands 

of everyone. 

As the year comes to a close may you have Health, Love, Joy, Peace and 

Happiness in your lives this Christmas Season and throughout the New 

Year.  
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Bob Webb  

Dinner Meetings Remaining in 2008 

December 9th . Sunday Dress, Installation of Officers, Christmas Music 

Dinner Meeting Schedule for 2009 

Jan. 20, Feb. 17, Apr. 21, Jun. 16, Jul. 21, Aug. 18, Nov. 17, Dec. 15. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s 

in Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above. The price is $12.50 per person. 

Trek’s Schedule for 2009 

Mar. 14, May 16, Sept. 17, 18, 19, (National Convention), Oct 10. 

Annual Training by National Officers (Held in St. George.) 

Jan. 10, 10A.M. until noon, All members invited, All Board should 

attend. 

BIO FOR Robert "Bob" Perry 
I was born in Las Vegas, NV in 1930. The first few years of my life was 

spent living with my grandmother and many aunts, uncles, and cousins, 

a fairly common situation during the depression. My claim to Utah 

pioneer heritage comes through my mother’s family. Her father was 

Calvin Nay whose family left Nauvoo in 1847, spending several years in 

the Winter Quarters area growing crops for the pioneers passing 

through before moving on to settle in Cedar Fort, Ut. My grandmother 

was born in Washington, Ut in 1875. Her father was Rial Allen who 

immigrated to Utah with his family from Savannah, Mo. He built the 

house where my grandmother was born, which has now been 

completely restored and is occupied on the NW corner of 100N and 

Main. My grandparents had a cattle ranch on the Arizona Strip and a 

home in St. Thomas, Nv. Calvin was killed in a water well cave-in near 

St Thomas; my widowed grandmother later moved to Las Vegas with 7 

of her 10 children. 

I spent my early years with my parents in various locations in 

California, attending school in San Luis Obispo. There I married my 

high school sweetheart, Joan Forbes in 1948. The next 4 years were 

spent in the military and having 2 children. Upon discharge in 1952, we 

settled in Southern California, I took advantage of the G.I. Bill and 
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attended college while working in the aerospace industry. After 

receiving a B.S. degree from Cal State Northridge we moved to Utah 

and I began a 5 year stint with Thiokol Chemical Co. as a program 

manager on the Minuteman Missile System. In the defense industry 

contracts come and go, so growing tired of this uncertainty, I left 

Thiokol, obtained a real estate license, moved to Hurricane, Ut, opened 

a real estate office in St.George, and became involved in home 

construction with Lee Hirschi. While thus involved, I served four years 

as a city councilman in Hurricane and served six years on the initial 

Washington County Planning Commission. (Our first approved 

subdivision was Bloomington) 

In 1967 I accepted a position with Dixie College. During my 25 year 

tenure I served in the Business Department as an Instructor and as 

Department Head, President of the Faculty Association, and UEA State 

Higher Education Department President. Also spent a most rewarding 

five years in the college LDS Stake and served as Bishop of the seventh 

ward. During my tenure at Dixie I continued my education pursuing a 

Masters degree at USU, and later receiving an MBA degree from 

UNLV. 

In 1992 I retired from Dixie, my wife retired from the Washington 

County Recorders office, and we spent the next several years as 

archeological field workers for the BLM. We then served an LDS 

mission as Assistant Directors of Public Affairs for the Pacific Area, 

headquartered in Sydney, Australia. Upon returning to the States, we 

have served two service missions in the Family History Centers in 

Hurricane and St George and also as assistant directors in the St. 

George Temple Baptistery. 

Prior to moving my membership to the Cotton Mission SUP, I was 

active for many years in the Hurricane Valley Chapter, serving as 

treasurer, secretary, trek director and two terms as president. 
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