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FOR THE YEAR 2011 
 

 

The new officers and board members were installed at the Chapter meeting on January 

18, 2011. The board was installed by David Hinton, National Area Vice President for 

Southwestern Utah, District 14. The following officers and directors served during 2011: 

 

President:  Robert Thornley   

President Elect: John Matthews  

Past President:  Roland Lee   

Secretary:  Kevin Jenkins  

Treasurer:  Stan Fisher  

Director:  David Summerhays      Communications 

Director:   Durant McArthur   Community Involvement 

Director:  Dean Terry      Development/Fundraising 

Director:  Royce Griffin    Member Services 

Director:  Don Burton      Pioneer History 

Director:  Robert Perry                 Trails & Markers: 

    

 
 

Most officers, directors and committee chairman served the full year and contributed to 

the success of the chapter.   

 

A Copy of the Cotton Mission Chapter organizational chart dated Jan identifying all 

officers, directors, committee chairman and committee members are included in 
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Appendix A on page 26.  Also recorded in Appendix A are copies of membership rosters 

dated 1/6/2011 and 2/1/2012.   

 

Twelve (12) monthly newsletters were published during the year and are included in 

appendix B starting on page 31   

 

Twelve (12) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are 

included in appendix C starting on page 64 

 .   

Membership 

 

The year began with a total of seventy-four (74) chapter members.  By the end of the 

year, a total of sixty-seven (67) members were enrolled.  Significant efforts by the 

member retention committee and chapter members helped to update and correct the 

chapter roster of members during the year.  Fourteen (14) members were removed from 

the roster, two (2) passing away and twelve (12) dropping out of the chapter.  A total of 

seven (7) new members were added to the chapter during the year.  All members that 

were willing to serve in various capacities were assigned to the various committees. 

 

The two (2) chapter members passing away during the year included Lynn  B. 

Niederhauser and Richard J. Pettit  
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Chapter Meetings 
 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held on the third Tuesday of the month in January, 

February, April, June, July, August, November and December.  A dinner was served and 

was usually accompanied by entertainment and a program speaker.  The meetings were 

enjoyed by all attendees and were educational and informative.  A summary of the 

meeting highlights is as follows: 

 

January: 

 

The January meeting and dinner of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah 

Pioneers was held January 18th at Staheli’s in Washington.  President Robert Thornley 

presided and conducted the meeting. 

 

Members and guests enjoyed a Pioneer Vignette by David Humphrey who related early 

experiences his 5
th

 Great Grandparents, William Whittenden and Mary Dunster.   

Two vocal solos were presented by Fred Fagergren, President of the Southern Utah 

Heritage Choir who sang “You’re Still You” 

and “But She Loves Me.”  

Main speaker for the evening was Robert 

Perry, Director of Trails & Landmarks who 

outlined the involvement of The Sons of The 

Utah Pioneers in monuments and other 

statuary. He explained the mandate we have 

to identify such sites and participate with 

public agencies and other groups in the 

identification, establishment and 

maintenance of sites. He indicated our 

purpose is three-fold:  

1. Preserve the memory and heritage of early 

pioneers who through courage, integrity and 

determination established the communities 

and areas we so much enjoy today.  

2. Honor present-day pioneers world-wide who exhibit the same qualities as the early 

pioneers.  

3. Teach these same qualities to our present-day youth.  

Robert explained that visiting the sites and monuments personally and learning the 

history associated with each site is one of the best ways to teach the qualities the early-

pioneers had.  

The meeting concluded with the installation of 2011 Officers by David Hinton, SUP Area 

Vice President. The officers installed are listed in first paragraph of this report.  
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February: 

 

The February dinner meeting of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held at Staheli’s on the 

15th of February.  President Robert Thornley presided and conducted the meeting. 

  
The entertainment for the evening was provided by Carolyn Matthews. She was 

accompanied by Mavis Hill. Carolyn sang three numbers which included “People Will 

Say We’re In Love” from Oklahoma.  

 

The guest speaker for the evening was Mayor Daniel D. McArthur. He explained to the 

group the plans for the St George Sesquicentennial Pioneer Festival.  

 

The first Heritage Week was held in 1994 with Dixie Leavitt as Chairman. The Heritage 

Choir was started for the first Heritage Week. The date finally agreed upon for the 

birthday of St. George was January 17th. St. George was the 13th city in Utah to obtain a 

city charter. Mayor McArthur explained that they had plans for monthly events for the 

Sesquicentennial. The performance of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir in February was 

one of the monthly events.  

 

The big event for the year would be the Heritage Festival in October. It would be a 

pioneer trek from either Fillmore or Cove Fort to St. George to commemorate the arrival 

of the 309 families from the Salt Lake area in 1861. The Heritage Festival would end in 

October with dancing, games, stories, and fireworks spectacular.  

 

Mayor McArthur then asked the question, “Why did you move here?” He talked about 

the Dixie spirit with Dixie defined as Washington County. He talked about the feeling of 

friendliness that people traveling through experienced. Many came back as a result. 
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Certificates from the National SUP were awarded to our members who had provided 

service in any branch of the military. 

 

 

 
 

 

April: 

 

The April meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held 

at Staheli’s in Washington. President Robert Thornley presided and conducted the 

meeting. 

  

$500.00 scholarship awards were given to six high school seniors from local high 

schools. Those awarded were selected from applicants who best exemplified, through 

specific acts, the ideals and character traits of the pioneers, of faith, courage, endurance, 

and family values and by overcoming obstacles and demonstrating scholarly ability 

adequate for success in college.  

 

Those awarded and their schools are:    

 

Andrew Justvig   Desert Hills 

Kyla Mercier    Dixie 

Jandi Hansen    Enterprise 

Peter Heredia    Millcreek 

Tyrel Cox    Pine View 

Riley Pearce    Snow Canyon 

 

A seventh award in the amount of $1,000.00 was awarded to Vannessa Flint of Millcreek 

High School. 
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Roy Taylor, Andrew Justvig, Kyla Mercier, Dean Terry, Peter Heredia, Bob Thorley 

Riley Pearce, Vannessa Flint, Jandi Hansen 

 

In addition to the scholarship presentations and acknowledgments from the recipients, 

Douglas Alder, past president of Dixie College and noted area historian, spoke to those in 

attendance. He told the history of school education in the area from the first school at 

     

 

Encampment Mall to the present.  He also described the sacrifices and dedication of both 

instructors and students in the early years. In his remarks he stressed in the importance of 

continuous learning throughout our lives to keep abreast of the explosion in technology 

and other circumstances in the world. 
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Entertainment for the evening was provided by Linda Bray who sang two songs she 

composed, One More Step and The Wind is Blowing through the Sage. 

 

June: 

 
The June dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was 

held at Staheli's Town Hall on June 21
st
.  President Robert Thornley presided and 

conducted the meeting. 

 

After the normal business, the entertainment was provided by Heidi Dixon and Marcia 

Crofts. Accompanied by Phylis Tonks, they sang "Swing Low" and "This is My 

Country".  

 

Robert Thornley then gave a brief history of his great great grandfather, William Kendall.  

 

The guest speaker for the evening was Naghi Zeenati. He gave his life history and told 

how he became a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. He entitled 

his remarks as "Stop Whining/Start Living". He was born in Iran in 1953. He and his two 

brothers and one sister grew up under very modest circumstances. In his teenage years he 

was in an automobile accident. He went into a coma, and was taken to the morgue. He 

remained there for three days before it was discovered he was not dead. He was in  

medical school when all the demonstrations 

against the Shaw of Iran took place. He joined 

what was supposed to be a peaceful 

demonstration. It very quickly turned violent, 

and he was beaten into unconsciousness. All of 

the campuses were closed, and he escaped 

through Egypt to the United States. By 1981 he 

had settled in Santa Rosa, California where he 

was the manager of a retirement community.  

 

One day he saw a picture of St. George in a 

magazine. He felt compelled to visit the city, 

but was told by a friend that it was in the 

Caribbean. He found out it was in Southern 

Utah and made a trip to check out St. George. 

After six days in a motel, he knew this was the 

place he wanted to live. The people were so 

friendly, and the weather was to his liking. He 

returned to California and resigned from his 

job. He came to St. George where he worked in real estate. He also became involved in a 

singles ward. He then told of a series of events where his background and the experiences 

in the singles ward were totally different and very humorous. During this time he met a 

Stake Missionary who would later become his wife. He was baptized in 1992 and married 

in 1993.  
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Today he is active in the Church and the Community. He translates the General 

Conference sessions into Farsi, and is in the process of translating the Book of Mormon 

into Farsi.  
 

July: 

 

The July dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was 

held at Staheli's Town Hall on July 19
th

.  President Robert Thornley presided and 

conducted the meeting. 

 

Verd Erickson provided a brief Pioneer Vignette on his ancestor Anson Call and related 

examples of virtues and lessons of life from his history. 

 

The quest speaker for the evening was Lena Judee, a Native American Indian.  She also 

provided the entertainment by singing a few Navajo songs. 

 

Lena, a Navajo from Northern Arizona, was raised in a traditional Navajo setting and is 

the daughter of a medicine man and weaver.  She gave her life history and told some of 

the challenges she faced.  At seven years of age, she entered a Bureau of Indian Affairs 

school where she learned to speak English.  She attended Brigham Young University and 

graduated from Northern Arizona University with a degree in Social Science and minor 

in Native American Studies. 

 

Lena Judee has served as the coordinator for American Indian students at the University 

of Utah after being employed at Dixie State College for 23 years, where she served as the 

director of Indian Studies, director of the Multicultural Center, coordinator for Upward 

Bound, as a an academic advisor.  She also taught courses on Native American History, 

Native American Lore and Cultural Awareness. 

 

In talking about her experiences she said, “it is this background that is proof that my 

younger Native American relatives can succeed.  If I can make it this far, they can do 

even better.”  

 

 A musician she has performed extensively throughout 

the U.S. and the world.  Her presentation was both 

educational and entertaining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

10 

September:  

The annual scholarship fund raising dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the 

Sons of Utah Pioneers was held at the Terry Ranch just south of Enterprise on September 

13, 2011.  

Although inclement weather was faced, and the meeting moved inside after dinner due to 

rain, the purpose of the meeting was accomplished. With the Terry’s graciously providing 

the food all funds collected will go towards scholarships for needy and worthy students. 

The speaker for the evening was President Bruce C. Hafen current President of the St. 

George Temple. President Hafen is a former member of the Seventy for the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. He has filled assignments in many areas of the world as 

well as in the United States. He shared some of those special experiences as well as 

stories from his family roots in Utah’s Dixie. 

Burt Staheli was presented with a Modern Pioneer Award by Dean Terry for his long 

standing service to the community along with his wife, Roma.    
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November: 

 

The dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers was held 

at Staheli’s in Washington on November 15, 2011.  President Robert Thornley presided 

and conducted the meeting.  

 

Prior to dinner Don Burton was nominated and selected as President elect for the calendar 

year 2012. Don also showed those attending the new monument plaque that will be 

placed and dedicated at the Harrisburg cemetery on December 3
rd 

. 

 
 

A family pioneer vignette was given by Don Beus which reminded us all how indebted 

we are to those early pioneers who settled Washington County. 

 

Following dinner the speaker for the evening 

was Dr. L. LaMar Adams, National President 

of The Sons of Utah Pioneers. LaMar Retired 

from BYU in 1990 after teaching for 32 years 

and holds a Ph. D. in Ancient Scriptures from 

BYU. He has also been a tour director for tours 

to Israel, Egypt and 6 other countries.  Those in 

attendance were thoroughly enlightened as Dr. 

Adams explained the facsimiles in the Book of 

Abraham and taught us biblical history 

covering the time Abraham was in Egypt. His 

presentation included a slide show of ancient 

temple ruins from Egypt and other sites 

indicating Abraham’s teachings and influence 

on the area. He also reminded us that one of 

our charges as Sons of The Utah Pioneers is to 

come to know our progenitors. 
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December: 

 

The Christmas dinner meeting of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah 

Pioneers was held at Staheli’s in Washington on Dec 13, 2011.  President Robert 

Thornley presided and conducted the meeting. 

 

Approximately eighty (80) members and guests enjoyed the Christmas Dinner and were 

entertained by the Hurricane Valley Choir.  Renditions of old and new Christmas 

favorites were presented.  Their presentations were met with an enthusiastic response by 

all in attendance. 

 

 
 

The new officers elected to serve in 2012 were sworn in during the meeting by the New 

Area Vice-President, Stan Fisher.  President Fisher served as the Cotton Mission 

President in 2009 and is presently serving as Chapter Treasurer.  They include the 

following chapter members: 

 

President, John Matthews 

President Elect, Don Burton 

Past President, Bob Thornley 

Secretary, Kevin Jenkins 

Treasurer, Stan Fisher 

Community Involvement Director, Durant McArthur 

Pioneer History Director, Robin Davis 

Development, Fund Raising & Endowment Director, Dean Terry 

Communications Director, David Summerhays 

Member Services Director, Royce Griffin 

Trails & Landmarks Director: David Humphries 
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THE SUP MISSION IS THREEFOLD: 

: 

PRESERVE THE MEMORY AND HERITAGE OF EARLY PIONEERS OF THE 

UTAH TERRITORY – We honor the pioneers for their faith in God; devotion to 

family; loyalty to church and country; hard work and service to others; courage in 

adversity; personal integrity; and unyielding determination. 

 

HONOR PRESENT-DAY PIONEERS - We honor these pioneers worldwide in many 

walks of life, who exemplify these same qualities of character. 

 

TEACH THESE QUALITIES TO THE YOUTH – Our efforts are focused on the 

youth who will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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Chapter Treks: 

 
March: 

 

On Saturday, March 12
th

, the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Son of Utah Pioneers visited 

Kolob Canyon and the Frehner Lodge and Wild Animal Museum in New Harmony. 

 

At the Kolob Canyon lookout we were 

taught about the flora and fauna of 

Zion National Park and Kolob 

Canyons by Durant McArthur, retired 

botanist, who spent much of his career 

studying the flora and fauna in 

National Parks. 

 

 We then learned from Royce Griffin, 

geologist, the forces that created Zion 

National Park and explained to us the 

geological forces that are still 

changing the landscape. Our learning was enhanced as they were able to point out 

interesting features from the lookout. 
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We then drove to New Harmony where we were graciously welcomed by the Frehner’s to 

their “Deer Hollow Ranch” to tour their private wildlife museum. 

 

Words can not properly describe the beauty and detail of their exhibits and murals 

depicting the various areas of the world from where the wildlife came. Chapter members 

expressed the opinion that their wildlife exhibit is among the finest they have seen. 

 

 
 

We also enjoyed viewing the grounds surrounding the lodge while eating box lunches. 

 

May: 

 

The May Trek was again planned around the Washington Cotton Days celebration held 

the week of 8-14 May 2011.  Approximately thirty (30) chapter members and wives 

participated in the celebration.  The activities included setting up a Sons of Utah Pioneer 

display at the Washington City Park using a huge collection of antiques provided by 

chapter member Dean Terry.  The display included a stagecoach, various buggies, 

saddles, traps, ropes, plows, a handcart, dishes, churn, old wagon wheels and numerous 

other early pioneer relics and antiques. 
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The members hosted close to two (2) thousand 2
nd

 graders from various Washington 

County Elementary schools and discussed early pioneer history stories as well as 

describing what many of the relics and antiques were used for during the “pioneer” days.  

Many of the chapter members and their wives dressed in pioneer costume and gave the 

children the opportunity to see how traveling cowboys lived and what it was like to pull 

the pioneer handcart.  The tours/demonstrations were not only for the school children but 

many families and individuals visiting the Cotton Days events also participated.  The 

display was manned by chapter members from Tuesday thru Thursday of the week’s 

celebration. 

   

 
 

This months trek was considered to be a great opportunity by chapter members because it 

also resulted in the opportunity to provide worthwhile community service.   

 

. 
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August 

 

National Convention 

 

 

Russ and Gaye Bateman, Roland 

and Nellie Lee, Bob and Sally 

Thornley, and John Matthews, 

represented the Cotton Mission 

Chapter at the National SUP 

Convention in August. 

 

"Eyes Westward" was the focus 

of the National SUP Convention 

as members of the Sons of Utah 

Pioneers gathered Aug. 25-27. 

The convention, sponsored by 

SUP's Holladay Chapter, was 

held in Salt Lake City for the first 

time in 18 years. 

 

The convention opening dinner, Thursday, Aug. 25, was at the Joseph Smith Memorial 

Building, formerly Hotel Utah — a historic facility celebrating its centennial this year. 

The speaker was Ted Jacobsen, of Jacobsen Construction who described the extensive 

City Creek Center retail, office and condominium project, due to be completed in 2012, 

and other projects central to the city's history, including restoration and earthquake 

retrofitting of the City-County Building, the Capitol and the Salt Lake Tabernacle.  A 

Tabernacle Choir performance followed at the LDS Conference Center. 

 

Friday’s excursions included the 

Wilford Wood Museum in 

Bountiful and the historic Fielding 

Garr Ranch at Antelope Island 

State Park, which served as a 

tithing ranch and component of 

the Perpetual Emigration Fund of 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints. Another tour 

visited the City- County Building, 

the Wilford Woodruff home and 

the Masonic Temple. A third tour 

made stops at Fort Douglas, 

Gardner Village, Kennecott 

Copper's open-pit, and the Temple Quarry. 
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Friday’s dinner was held at This Is the Place Heritage Park, with speakers Mary Ellen 

Elggren, of the Brigham Young Family association, and Gracia Jones and Michael 

Kennedy, of the Joseph Smith Jr. Family association. They are making great efforts to 

"Bridge the Gap of False Traditions" between two founding families of the LDS Church. 

 

 
 

On Saturday Elder Ben Banks, an emeritus general authority addressed a spouses 

meeting. The men gathered for their annual business meeting where David Wirthlin was 

voted in as the national President elect.  

 

The president’s luncheon featured Utah Governor Gary Herbert and historian Reid 

Neilson of the LDS Church Historians Office.  

 

October: 

 

During the month of October, the trek was centered around the Sesquicentennial St. 

George Wagon Company 100 mile trek to celebrate the 150
th

 anniversary of the arrival of 

St. George Founders.  Some members participated in the trek with wagon entries where 

they and members of their family traveled with the wagon company from Parowan, Utah 

to St. George, Utah between 7 Oct and 15 Oct 2911. 

 

Other members participated with the encampment at Veyo, Utah on 13 Oct 2011.   Robin 

Davis and Blaine Brock from the Cotton Mission provided music and pioneer stories to 

the company.  They also joined with others where the group provided additional 

entertainment. 
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Special Awards, Honors and Other Events: 

 
Essays Mar thru May: 

 

The Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah Pioneers held historical essay contests at 

the five (5) local elementary schools. The participants were 4th grade classes that were 

ask to write essays about one of their ancestors.  These essays are then read and judged 

by volunteer members of the Cotton Mission Chapter. Those judged to be the top five (5) 

in each school are awarded $20.00 gold dollars at the school’s spring awards assembly. 

 

All other students participating receive a certificate of participation. Thanks to Ken 

Staley and his committee, plus all those who volunteered to do the judging. The schools 

participating were Washington, Bloomington Hills, Heritage, Riverside and Little Valley 

Elementary Schools.  The awards were presented by Ken Staley, Orr Hill, Stan Fisher 

and Bob Thornley 

. 

The essay project was 

created to foster an 

awareness and 

appreciation by the 

students of their ancestors 

and of the spiritual values 

that motivated and guided 

them. The subject of the 

essay needed to be an 

ancestor that was two or 

more generations 

removed from the 

student. There were no 

restrictions concerning 

gender, ethnic or religious 

membership, or the 

ancestor’s place of 

residence. The essays were to be at least 300 words long. The information for the essays 

could come from manuscripts, old letters, histories, or interviews with family members. 

The judges were instructed that the essays needed to convey a real sense of personal 

acquaintance with the subjects. They were to feel from reading the essays that the 

students really knew their ancestors.  
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May:  SUP Display at Mormon History Association Conference 

 

On May 26, 2011 the Cotton Mission chapter of the SUP was asked by the Mormon 

History Association to set up a display in the county library for one of their conference 

sessions. Others in the room with displays and information included the Church History 

Library, Dixie State College, Weber State, Southern Utah University and the Daughters 

of the Utah Pioneers. 

Royce Griffin presented information on the purpose of the SUP and the Cotton Mission 

Chapter including the preservation of pioneer histories, monuments and trail markers, 

local high school senior scholarship programs and monthly dinners, programs and treks. 

We also had available, copies of the Pioneer Magazine, something, which many found of 

interest. There were also 

applications available for those 

interested in becoming a 

member of our chapter. 

Most of those who came by the 

display were from out of town, 

which meant that any direct 

impact on our local chapter 

would probably be limited, but 

it was good exposure for the 

Sons of Utah Pioneers in 

general. One individual asked 

about information concerning 

the Pony Express and Royce 

was able to inform him that the 

National organization was in the process of putting together a collection concerning that 

subject and suggested he contact the national office.  
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Celebrations: 

The Cotton Mission Sons of Utah Pioneers participated in the following celebrations 

providing pioneer exhibits and equipment including a stagecoach, handcar, horse drawn 

buggies and carriages at some venues: 

 

 Washington City Cotton Days and  Veterans Day Parade 

 

 Enterprise Heritage Day 24
th

 of July Celebration  & Corn Fest 

 

  
 

(The Chapter expresses appreciation to Dean Terry for the use of his many material, 

horses, buggies, carriages and stage coach in supporting these events.) 
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Other Activities: 

 

Adopt-a-Monument: 

Approximately fifteen (15) chapter members participated in the “Adopt-a-Monument” 

project with St. George City during the year.  Members helped maintain the many city 

monuments by performing monthly inspection, cleaning and providing reports to the city.  

Later in the year, chapter members also supported monuments for the Western 

Washington County organization.  Over twenty (20) SUP members and wives have 

volunteered to help with this much needed project to care for the historic county 

monuments.  

 

National Sons of Utah Pioneers Symposium: (May) 

 

Several chapter members attended the annual SUP Symposium where Elder   

D.Todd Christofferson provided the key note address. 

 

Elder Christofferson said he had been asked to address the question of what challenges 

are confronting the leaders of the Church.  “One of them ties into the theme of this 

seminar, he said, referring to the topic of Brigham Young and pioneers leaving Nauvoo, 

Ill., in 1846-47 in search of religious freedom.  “The threats to religious freedom are one 

of the things that concern us at this present time.” 

 

Multi-Chapter Board Training (2011): 

 

Cotton Mission board members met with other Southern Utah SUP Chapters for training 

on 19 Feb 2011 in Hurricane, Utah.  This meeting was conducted by members from the 

SUP National Board.  Training included instruction by National President LaMar Adams 

and other chapter members.  Topics covered included Newsletters/Websites, Membership 

& Growth/Treasure’s Report, Histories & Memorialization’s, Trek and Monuments.  

Musical entertainment was provided by Jay Evans.   

 

Modern Pioneer Award Presentation: 

 

A Modern Pioneer Award was presented to Burt Staheli.  Burt and his wife, Roma were 

honored for their “Long Standing Service to the Community.”  The award was presented 

by chapter member, Dean Terry at the annual scholarship dinner held in September. 

 

Harrisburg Monument Dedication: 

 

About 30 people gathered at the old Harrisburg Cemetery December 3 for the 
dedication of a new plaque placed by the Cotton Mission Chapter of the SUP. 
 
National SUP president Dick Christiansen and past SUP president Grant 
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Barton attended the dedication ceremony. Brant Jones, president of the Washington East 

Stake dedicated the monument, remembering the 38 people who are buried there. 

 
 

 
 
Pioneer History director Don Burton headed the project with donations coming 
from family members as well as the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers. The Harrisburg Community Association takes an active role in 
preserving and maintaining the cemetery which lies at the center of their small 
community west of Leeds. 
 
The plaque lists 38 people who are buried at the site, including nineteen infants 
and children under the age of six. Don spent the past three years researching the 
names which included his wife Laura’s great great-grandmother Susannah 
Drummond Robb. 
 

 
 

Additional pictures are included in the Dec Newsletter on page 61. 

 



 

 

 

 

25 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COTTON MISSION  

 

OFFICERS, DIRECTORS & 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

26 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

27 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

28 

 

 



 

 

 

 

29 

 

 



 

 

 

 

30 



 

 

 

 

31 

   

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COTTON MISSION 

NEWSLETTERS - 2011 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

32 

SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 
 

January 2011 Vol. 23 No. 1 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert Thornley President 673-5818 Roland Lee Past President 673-1988 

John Matthews President Elect 673-2132 Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062 

Secretary Dinner/Program David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant 

McArthur Community 628-7551 Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton 

Pioneer History 986-1706 Robert Perry Trails/Monuments 627-0521 Dean Terry 

Fundraising 632-5879 

 

Message from our new President: 

Greetings from your new president of the Cotton Mission Chapter of the SUP! I have 

enjoyed serving with Roland Lee, the greatest president I have ever seen, and Stan Fisher 

the greatest past President I have seen! I have been amazed by their organizing, 

delegating and Leadership talents, especially for the National convention! I am grateful 

these Brothers are continuing to serve and train me along with all the other members of 

our Board. We would encourage all members to bring friends and neighbors into the SUP 

to help our Chapter grow. Thank you in advance for all your help and support. Bob 

Thornley 

 

Meeting Schedule for 2011 

Dinner Meetings Board Meetings Treks 

(Dates to be determined) 

January 18 January 3 March  

February 15 February 7 May 

April 19 March 7 October 

June 21 April 4 

July 19 May 2 

September 13 (at Terry Ranch) June 6 National Convention 

November 15 July 11 August 25-27 SLC 

December 13 August 1 

September 12 

October 3 

November 7 

December 5 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above unless otherwise noted. 

The price is $12.50 per person. 
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January Dinner Meeting Menu: Green Pea Salad, BBQ Chicken, Baked Beans, Baby 

Carrots, German Chocolate Cake. 

 

Program: Swearing in of 2011 Officer’s & Directors. 

 

Pioneer History by David Humphrey. 

 

E. Durant McArthur Biographical Sketch 

I was born March 12, 1941 in Hurricane to Eldon McArthur and Denise Dalton, the first 

child of a family that eventually included 8 children. At the time of my birth my father 

was a missionary in the Southern States Mission and my mother was working to support 

him and living alternately with his St. George and her Hurricane parents. 

   

My early years were spent in St. George, Salt Lake City, Seattle, and Mineral 

Wells, TX as a consequence of my father’s World War Two service and naval 

yard work but I returned with my family to St. George by 1946 where I grew up 

and gained my education in both primary and secondary schools. I graduated 

from Dixie High School in 1959 where I enjoyed academics, sports, and friends. 

Our high school athletic teams did very well winning both state football and 

basketball championships as well as a basketball runner-up finish. After a year 

at Dixie College, I served a mission in the East Central States Mission 

headquartered in Louisville, KY and returned to Dixie College graduating with 

and associates degree in 1963. 

 

I met, courted and married (December 20, 1963) Virginia Johnson of Moccasin, 

AZ. We spent the next seven years in Salt Lake City where I attended the 

University of Utah receiving bachelor, masters, and doctorate (1970) degrees in 

biology and genetics. We then spent the better part of two years at the University 

of Leeds in England where I was a postdoctoral research fellow in plant genetics. 

 

In 1972 I was hired by the USDA Forest Service as a research geneticist. My USDA 

research career continued until November 2008. We spent the first 3 years in Ephraim, 

UT but moved to the new Shrub Sciences Laboratory on the Brigham Young University 

campus in 1975. My research, both basic and applied, centered on the ecology, genetics, 

use, and relationships of desert shrubs especially big sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata) 

and its relatives, fourwing saltbush (Atriplex canescens) and relatives, and antelope 

bitterbrush (Purshia tridentata) and relatives. My colleagues and I discovered much of the 

biological and ecological architecture of these species. With colleagues including 

students, I have published some 430 works of research findings and reviews including 

scientific journal articles, bulletins, plant release notices, symposia proceedings, book 

chapters, book reviews, and books. I worked with many colleagues from around the 

country and world and had the opportunity to host many visitors in my laboratory and at 

field sites as well and was able to travel widely including trips around much of North 

America and to Europe, Australia, India, China, and Africa. 
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Beginning in 1983 I was given additional administrative assignments first as the director 

of the research activities of the Shrub Sciences Laboratory and later as the Program 

Manager of a USDA Forest Service Research Program on Grasslands, Shrublands, and 

Desert Ecosystems with scientists and laboratories in six western states. I have emeritus 

scientist status with USDA now. 

 

Virginia and I now live in St. George where we share the house that I grew up in with my 

remarkable 90 year old father. We enjoy spending time at our Arizona Strip cabin in 

Moccasin on property that belonged to Virginia’s parents. We recently served an Oregon 

Portland Mission where we worked in the mission office as well as commuting on 

weekends and other times to the Vernonia Branch in the Coast Mountains some 35 

miles west of Portland. 

 

Our lives have been full and enriched by our four children and their families (13 

grandchildren), church activity including ward and stake leadership positions but 

especially youth-related activities, hiking, biking, walking, gardening, traveling and 

reading for both of us; playing basketball—60 years and continuing, watching sports, 

Rotary, and science for me; quilting, crafts, and mentoring for Virginia. We are pleased 

to be associated with you in the Sons of Utah Pioneers (and Daughters of Utah Pioneers 

as well). We look forward to getting better acquainted and learning more about our 

cherished pioneer ancestors. Both of us are five generation descendents of Utah pioneers 

on every line. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

 

February 2011 Vol. 23 No. 2 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert Thornley President 673-5818, Roland Lee Past President 673-1988, John 

Matthews President Elect 673-2132, Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062, Kevin Jenkins 

Secretary 656-0651, Dinner Programs David Summerhays Communications 688-

0568, Durant McArthur Community 628-7551, Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-

8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706, Robert Perry Trails/Monuments 627-

0521, Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 

Meeting Schedule for 2011 

This Month Dinner Meeting: February 15, Speaker: Mayor Dan McArthur 

Menu: Shredded Carrot/raisin/pineapple salad, Stuffed Pork Chop, Potato Casserole, 

Fresh Mixed Vegetables, Cherry Pie. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above unless otherwise noted.  The price is 

$12.50 per person. 

 

March 12th Trek:  

Meet at Morningside Stake Center, 881 South River Road, St George, at 9:00 AM. We 

will then drive to Kolob Canyon Visitors center on I-15. An interpretive Ranger will 

explain the geology of the area and then we will drive the six miles to the Canyon 

Overlook. The Canyons are very pretty this time of year with the snow mixed in with the 

red rock and the frozen waterfalls along the road. (Bring your Golden Eagle Pass.) We 

then will drive to New Harmony to the Frehner’s “Deer Hollow Ranch”. Here we will 

tour the Lodge at the Ranch and see the Frehner’s private Wildlife Museum. It is 

spectacular. Sack lunches will be served at the Lodge.  For those interested in the Trek, 

Sign-up sheets will be available at the next dinner meeting February 15th. 

 

Family History Conference 

On January 29 the Cotton Mission Chapter was invited to set up a display at the Regional 

Family History conference held in St. George. We accepted the invitation which gave us 

the opportunity to talk to a lot of the participants and introduce them to our chapter.  We 

handed out a lot of applications to potential members so hope some of them follow 

through. The Pioneer Magazine was a popular item so we thank David Hinton and the 

national SUP organization for furnishing them. Thanks also go to Russ Bateman for 

information on the web site he developed and maintains and to Dean Terry who loaned us 

some of his items for our table. It was an interesting and productive day. 

 

Area SUP Training Session 
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Multi-Chapter SUP Training session for all SUP leaders including all directors and 

committee members. General session and Breakout sessions for all directors and 

committees. Saturday, February 19, 2011 10:00 A.M. until 12:30 P.M. Held at the 

Hurricane 9th Ward Church House: 264 S. 100 W. Hurricane, Utah Directions: From 

the North take the Hurricane/Zion Park Exit on I-15, driving on SR-9 over the bridge at 

the Virgin River, rounding the bend in Hurricane, going through the 1st Stop light in 

Hurricane one block, then turning left on 100 West. The chapel is on the right side of the 

road at 300 S. Coming from the South I-15, take the 1
st
 Hurricane Exit. You will also be 

on Highway 9. Drive into the Hurricane Valley, thru the stop light on 300 W, turning 

right at 100 West. Continue until you see the church on the right side of the road at 300 S. 

Call John Matthews to carpool: 673-2132. 

 

New Chapter Secretary 

Welcome to our new Cotton Mission Chapter Secretary Kevin Jenkins. You will receive 

information, emails etc from him from time to time. 656-0651 kgenperme@yahoo.com, 

 

BIO for Roy Taylor 

Born the 4 child of 3 boys and 3 girls to H. Rex Taylor and Delenna Rogers Taylor on the 

17th of May 1943 in Provo, Utah.  Wonderful family life guided by choice parents in 

time of war and uncertainty but never felt anything but love and security at home.  

Baptized member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter day saint at age 8 and remain so 

today. 

 

Roy was educated at the “Y” beginning kindergarten grade level thru 12 at BY High 

school and graduating 1965 from Brigham Young University with degree in Business / 

economics.  He met a beautiful young woman in High School named Cheryl Ann; on 31st 

of July 1963 we were endowed and sealed in the Salt Lake Temple. 

 

Worked in the retail and wholesale clothing business; the third generation of Taylor’s to 

do so for 35 years and retired in 2008 after 11 years in the janitorial supply business in St. 

George Utah. 

 

We have one son, living in Sandy, Utah, one daughter living in Spokane Washington and 

One daughter living in Post Falls Idaho. Our children are credit to their church, 

community and wonderful parents. Our 13 grandchildren range in age from 7 to 25 with 

energy to be successful in the future.  Sister Taylor and I have been married long enough 

to work in concert, love and understanding for 47 years. We enjoy ATV rides in southern 

Utah, traveling by car, plane and boat. Working in the St. George temple has been value 

to our lives and we just returned from Athens, Greece mission 2008-2010 for the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter day saints. 

 

Sister Taylor graduated from college with associate degree and was employed by the 

Corporation of the President for 14 years. Her areas of responsibility included Family 

history department, Church public affairs department and last 10 years as secretary to the 

President of the St. George Temple. 
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The Sons of the Utah Pioneers gives me an opportunity to recognize and honor pioneers 

both past present and future. Our family is honored to have Mormon pioneers who 

arrived in the Utah Valley before 1869 on both my mother and fathers sides of the family. 

And family records experiences of faith, hope and struggle to help establish farms and 

homes in Utah and California in the early years of the Church.  We look forward to being 

of service to the SUP any way possible. 
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COTTON MISSION CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 
 

March 2011 Vol. 23 No. 3 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert Thornley President 673-5818 Roland Lee Past President 673-1988 

John Matthews President Elect 673-2132 Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062 

Kevin Jenkins Secretary 656-0651 Dinner Programs 

David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant McArthur Community 628-7551 

Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706 

Robert Perry Trails/Monuments 627-0521 Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 

This Month Trek: Saturday March 12. Meet at Morningside Stake Center (9th South 

and River Road) at 9:00 AM for opening including Travel plans and map. If you have 

not yet signed up but would like to join in, call Robert Webb (652-3574) for 

reservations and lunch order. 

April Dinner Meeting: The next Dinner Meeting on April 19, 2011 will feature 

our Scholarship Awards night. We will present a $500 college scholarship to a recipient 

from each of the five high schools. In addition we will provide a $1000 scholarship 

through an anonymous donor. This is one of the premier dinner meetings as we give back 

to our community and honor pioneers of today and tomorrow. Each recipient will attend 

with their parents and high school counselor and will say a few words. The dress is 

Sunday dress and the meal will feature Swiss steak and Dutch oven potatoes. 

 

Verd Jene Erickson Bio: 
Verd Jene Erickson was born 21 Dec, 1936 in Afton, Lincoln, Wyoming to Milton 

Edward Erickson and Melba Jene Kennington Erickson. He has two brothers and three 

sisters.  Verd started working at the young age of four working daily in his father's dairy. 

By the age of six, he was driving his father's tractor from one length of Star Valley to the 

other.  Soon thereafter he was plowing the fields, cutting and bailing the hay. When he 

got big enough he was able to buck the hay he had cut and bailed. His early teen years 

consisted of milking cows, irrigating, general farm work and helping his father in felling 

trees for the lumber needed in farm buildings. When he was 14 he started hauling coal for 

families in the Valley and for Star Valley Stake. 

 

Verd married Carol Louise Neves of Burlington, Wyoming in May of 1957. During the 

course of their marriage, they had six children Mark, Laurel, Douglas, Michelle, Monica 

and Brian. Verd and Carol were divorced in 1979. 

 

In 1980 Verd married Terry Lynn Johnson of Hot Springs, Arkansas. There were no 

children in this union. 
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Verd attended the University of Utah majoring in Pre-Dental and received his Doctor of 

Dental Surgery Degree from Loyola School of Dentistry, Chicago, Illinois. Whilst at 

Loyola School of Dentistry Verd was the President of Beta Tau Delta Fraternity and 

served as a Seventy for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. 

 

In 1972, Verd opened his dental practice, Wind River Dental in Riverton, Wyoming. It 

was there where he had the great opportunity to serve as a Seminary Teacher for the 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. He also served as a High Councilman in the 

Riverton/Lander Stake and Bishop of the Riverton First ward. 

 

In 1981, Verd moved his family to Salt Lake City where he opened a new dental office. 

The lived in Holladay and in Herriman where he was High Priest Group Leader and a 

Temple worker at the Jordan River Temple. He sold that practice in 1994 and bought the 

practice of Joseph Hamilton in St. George. He has been hard at work since. 
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COTTON MISSION CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW 

 

April 2011 Vol. 23 No. 4 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert Thornley President 673-5818 Roland Lee Past President 673-1988 

John Matthews President Elect 673-2132 Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062 

Kevin Jenkins Secretary 656-0651 Dinner Programs 

David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant McArthur Community 628-

7551 

Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706 

Robert Perry Trails/Monuments 627-0521 Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 
This Month Dinner Meeting: April 19 

Program: Presentation of Scholarship winners 

Speaker: Doug Alder 

Dress: Sunday Best 

Menu: Cole Slaw, Swiss Steak, Dutch Oven Potatoes, Cauliflower, 

Chocolate Cake (moist). 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above unless otherwise 

noted. The price is $12.50 per person. 

 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 

As you may be aware, we need to tell our Caterer how many dinners to prepare and serve 

at each dinner meeting. In order to do this, we have our Committee Chairman contact 

members prior to each meeting and determine how many to order. Once this is done, we 

are obligated to pay for at least that number of dinners.  Over the past few meetings, we 

have had to pay for more than several dinners for members that did not attend after 

reserving meals. We therefore would ask that once you indicate your intention to attend, 

that you pay for the meal whether you attend or not. We appreciate your assistance in 

making this count as accurate as possible. 

 

BIO for Bill Chapman 

James William (Bill) Chapman: Born 3 June 1938 in Logan, Utah to William James 

Chapman and Donna Hanna Sparks. I am a direct decedent of Joseph Lewis Thompson 

on my mothers side and Thomas Callister on my fathers side, this along with other early 

pioneers. 

 

I started school and attended first and third grades in Spanish Fork, Utah. The rest of my 

adolescent years were spent in Logan, Utah where I graduated from Logan High School. I 

met my wife Alice when she was dating my good friend. We started going together and 

were later married. We celebrated our 56th Wedding Anniversary in March.1.  
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While attending USAC in Logan I found I was paying more attention to photography 

than my schooling so I became a photographer, apprenticing under Max Brunson of 

Logan. I started working for Thiokol Chemical Corp in 1958 and spent 34 years in the 

Aerospace Industry as a photographer and Photographic Supervisor. While at Thiokol I 

and my organization were responsible for all still photographs taken for the various 

Military and Space programs such as Minuteman ICBM, Bomarc, Genie, Space Shuttle, 

Trident and many others. While living in Logan and commuting to Thiokol, at times I 

would go more than a week without seeing our son awake, so in 1959 we moved to 

Tremonton, Utah where we currently have our home. 

 

While employed by Thiokol we started our own Photographic business which we 

continued through 2003 when we retired. In connection with our Photography business 

we started coming to St. George in 1975 to work with the local Lions Club. In 1995 

we started spending some winter time in St. George, where we now spend all of our 

winters. 

 

J. W. (Bill) Chapman & Alice Chapman 

150 N 3050 E # 26 

St. George, Ut. 84790 

Home: 435-656-1776 Cell: 435-669-2854 (Bill) Cell: 435-669-5341 (Alice) 

Email: www.billcphoto1@yahoo.com 

 

In more recent years I have served as Financial Clerk, Ward Clerk, High Priest Group 

Leader in both my home ward and in our Snow Bird Branch. We served as Stake 

Missionaries starting in 1992 at the time the program was changed; we were directed with 

other Stake missionaries to teach the Missionary Lessons to all ward members. We also 

served a Mission in the Utah Provo Mission in 2006-2007 at the St. George Temple 

Visitors Center and Historic Sites.  

 

We have two children, a son in Goodyear, Az and a daughter living in Tremonton, Utah. 

We have ten grand children and six great grand children. 
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May 2011 Vol. 23 No. 5 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Robert Thornley President 673-5818 Roland Lee Past President 673-1988 

John Matthews President Elect 673-2132 Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062 

Kevin Jenkins Secretary 656-0651 Dinner Programs 

David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant McArthur Community 628-

7551 Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706 

Roy Jackson Trails/Monuments 674-1503 Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 

This Month Trek: May 10-12, Program: In Lieu of a Trek, we will be participating in 

“Cotton Days” in Washington City. We need everyone’s help with this project. If you can 

help, please call Don Burton, 986-1706 to schedule some time. ( See Below) 

 

We Need Your Antique Items for Display at Washington Cotton Days May 10-12. 

Dean Terry would like to invite others in our chapter to bring antiques, pioneer relics, and 

other interesting items to put on display during the event. We will have Dean's wagon 

collection there and chapter members are invited to dress in pioneer costume and help tell 

the elementary school classes about pioneer life. It's one of the greatest ways to interest 

our young people in our pioneer heritage. Contact Dean Terry for display 

information 673-5879 or Don Burton to volunteer 986-1706. 

 

Speaker for June 21 Dinner Meeting is Naghi Zeenati 

Our next dinner meeting speaker is Naghi Zeenati. Born in Iran, he was forced to flee the 

country during a period of unrest and came to America where he obtained his college 

education and began a career. He joined the LDS Church and moved to St. George in 

1991. He is now translating the Book of Mormon into his native language for the LDS 

Church and serves as a translator for General conference. He is married to Tweet Gardner 

and has spent many years as a community and civic leader in the St. George area. 

 

Scholarship Donors Still Needed Several Chapter Members have stepped forward to 

support our scholarship drive. Those who attended the scholarship dinner know what a 

great blessing this is to the needy and worthy young people in our area. We are inviting 

individuals and families to donate $250 each year for scholarships. Or you might consider 

a full scholarship in the name of one of your ancestors or deceased family members. 

Contact Dean Terry for information 673-5879.  

 

Brief History of Joseph William Rondo 
I was born September 1, 1924 and grew up in Mt. Clemens, Michigan. I was the seventh child of 

seven boys and four sisters from parents of whom my mother was born in Tecumseh, Canada and 

my father born in Chateauguay, in Northern New York. They met and were married in Mt. 

Clemens, Michigan. 

 

When a boy from 11-13 years I worked in my father's machine shop, in Mt Clemens, next to our 

house on North Avenue. During the perilous years of WW II, I served in the U.S. Navy on two 
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Destroyers 13 and 101 guarding convoys from German Subs in the North but mostly South 

Atlantic waters. I also served out my final years in 1945-46 at the New London Submarine Base 

in Connecticut and managed to come back alive by the grace of God. 

 

I made the choice to travel to Ventura California in 1948 and there joyfully joined the- Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter -day Saints. I served a mission in France and Switzerland in 1954-56 and 

graduated from BYU June 6, 1958 with a BA and a teaching degree. The next day I was married 

to Mary Jane Clove in the St. George Temple and spent our honeymoon at Zion’s and Bryce 

Canyon.  We took up residence in West Covina California to begin my teaching profession in the 

Covina Valley School District in September of 1958. Mary gave birth to two boys Burton and 

Allan who shared our home with Paula Jean, daughter from Mary's first marriage.  

 

I was elected President one year of CUE A teachers's organization and retired 

June 16, 1984. After 26 years of teaching we moved to St. George, Utah arriving June 17th at 

1:00 P.M. 

 

Mary and I filled three full time foreign missions in France, Germany and Madagascar located in 

the Indian Ocean 1500 miles east from the coast of Africa. Both of us filled several church 

positions in West Covina and St. George. 

 

Paula our oldest daughter had one son Derek, our oldest grandson who had one son Justice, our 

great grandson.  Our oldest son Burton has two sons and a daughter which will soon make 6 great 

grand children. Burt's oldest son Burton Joseph Rondo Jr.and his wife Kattie has a son named 

Zepharin. Leah Burt's Daughter has two sons Peyton and Benjamin. Our youngest son Allan and 

Shannon has four boys Lance, Cameron, Chase. Three of them have filled a mission in Mexico, 

the Philippine Islands and England. So we will have three more great children and more coming 

this year. 

 

Over ten years ago my wife had a stroke so I have not been as active in the SUP - now a care 

giver than when an officer in the Sons of Pioneers (Cotton Mission) before 1996. I'm truly 

grateful for the men and women of the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers who are also member of 

the Utah Sons of the Pioneers. They are choice men and women that God is pleased to bless. We 

hope to see you whenever it's possible. We love you.  Joseph W. Rondo 
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PIONEERINGYESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW" 

June 2011 Vol. 23 No. 6 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Roland Lee President 673-1988 Stanley Fisher Past President 628-4062 

Robert Thornley Pres. Elect 673-5318 Mel Duehlmeier Treasurer 627-0430 

John Matthews Secretary 673-2132 Abe Young Dinner/Program 673-5048 

David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant McArthur Community 628-

2669 Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706 

David Rogers Trails/Monuments 627-8003 Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 

This Month Dinner Meeting: June 21 

Program: Speaker for June 21 Dinner Meeting is Naghi Zeenati. 

Born in Iran, he was forced to flee the country during a period of unrest and came to 

America where he obtained his college education and began a career. He joined the LDS 

Church and moved to St. George in 1991. He is now translating the Book of Mormon into 

his native language for the LDS Church and serves as a translator for General conference. 

He is married to Tweet Gardner and has spent many years as a community and civic 

leader in the St. George area. 

Menu: 3-Bean Salad, Roast Beef, Mashed Potatoes, Corn, 

Cheese Cake w/ Strawberry Sauce. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above unless otherwise noted. 

The price is $12.50 per person. 

 
Bio for David Smith 

I was born on August 25, 1939 in Monroe, Utah.  Shortly after I was born my parents 

divorced and my Mother and I went to live with my grandparents a block away. When I 

was four years old I was diagnosed as having rheumatic fever. In my early childhood I 

was sick a lot and missed a lot of school. One early memory I have is my grandfather 

telling a bedtime story about his Mother Christina Sorenson coming across the plans with 

The Willie Handcart Company and this was continued night after night. My Grandmother 

talked about her father Cyrus Winget, her Mother Adelia Squire and her Grandmother 

Catherine Hulet.  When I was ten years old my Mother and I moved to Ogden. Four years 

latter we moved to Southern California. My Mother suffered from health problems but 

managed to keep working until a year before her death in 1963. The last six months she 

returned to Monroe to live with her parents while she was suffering from heart failure. 

 

In high school I enrolled in printing classes which became my occupation field from 

1967until my retirement. I started working on offset presses. In 1975 I started working 

for a company that latter merged into Graphic Technology Inc. which specialized in 

grocery price books and shelf tags. I worked in bindery, press and camera. In 1991 I 

became a laser printer operator running shelf tags in the last years. Bad luck hit the 
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company in 2003 because of the loss of the Kroger contract the Los Angeles plant had to 

close. I decided to retire a little earlier than planned and move to St. George. 

 

My interests have been hiking, bicycling, walking and square dancing, I gave up 

bicycling in 1994 because of one accident too many. I was president of Los Angeles 

Council of American Youth Hostels for two years. I served as big brother for eight years. 

Since moving to St. George three years ago I have been involved in senior citizens and 

Institute for Continued Learning in addition to SUP. 
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SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 

COTTON MISSION CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 

PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW 

 
July 2011 Vol. 23 No.7 St. George, Utah 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Bob Thornley President 673-5818 Roland Lee Past President 673-1988 

John Matthews Pres. Elect 673-2132 Stan Fisher Treasurer 628-4062 

Kevin Jenkins Secretary 656-0651 Dinner/Program 

David Summerhays Communications 688-0568 Durant McArthur Community 628-

2669 

Royce Griffin Member Serv. 251-8191 Don Burton Pioneer History 986-1706 

Robert Jackson Trails/Monuments Dean Terry Fundraising 632-5879 

 

This Month Dinner Meeting: July 19 

Menu: Garden Salad w/ choice of dressing, Chicken Fried Steak, 

Baked Potato, Green Beans, Peach Cobbler. 

Remember, ALL Dinner Meetings will be held in the TOWN HALL, at Staheli’s in 

Washington, at 6:00 P.M., on the Date listed above unless otherwise noted. 

The price is $12.50 per person. 

 

Lena Judee to speak at Sons of Utah Pioneers Dinner meeting July 19 

Lena Judee will both speak and perform at the Sons of Utah Pioneers dinner 

meeting July 19, 2011. She will discuss ongoing efforts to preserve the Native 

American history and culture of the southwest.  Lena Judee served as the coordinator for 

American Indian students in the Center for Ethnic Student Affairs (CESA) at University 

of Utah. Prior to that Judee was employed by Dixie State College of Utah for 23 years, 

where she served at various times as the director of Indian Studies, the director of the 

Multicultural Center, coordinator for Upward Bound, and as an academic advisor. In 

addition to her administrative roles, she taught courses on Native American History, 

Native American Lore and Cultural Awareness. 

 

Judee, a Navajo from northern Arizona, was raised in a traditional Navajo setting 

and is the daughter of a medicine man and weaver. At seven years of age she 

entered a Bureau of Indian Affairs school where she learned to speak English. 

She attended Brigham Young University and graduated from Northern Arizona 

University with a degree in Social Science and a minor in Native American 

Studies.  She said, "It is this background that is proof that my younger Native American 

relatives can succeed. If I can make it this far, they can do it even better... I have gone 

through the ranks and understand much of the paths that they need to travel. The 

difficulties and obstacles that I have had to encounter in my life, and surpassed, can be a 

benefit to others."  Judee is also a musician who has performed extensively throughout 

the U.S. and the world. 
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BIO for RONALD M. LAYTON 

My family roots are from England and Italy, and my pioneer heritage is through my 

mother’s family. My grandfather was born in Italy and lived there until he 

was 12 years old when his family immigrated to the United States, and located in the 

Ogden area. He met and married my grandmother, and it is through 

her that I have pioneer ancestors. Though pioneer ancestry is not a qualification for 

membership in the Sons of the Utah Pioneers, becoming a member 

inspired me to research information about my ancestors. I learned that my great-great-

great grandfather was a faithful Latter-day Saint, having served as a missionary and a 

bodyguard to the prophet, Joseph Smith. His name is mentioned in the Doctrine and 

Covenants, section 124, verse 132. He and his family traveled to the Great Salt Lake 

valley in the company of Daniel Miller and J.W. Cooley & Co.  If any of you have 

ancestors who traveled in that company, I would like to talk with you. 

   

I was born and raised in Ogden, Utah, and graduated from Ogden High School. I 

was attending Weber State College when I met my wife, MarLaine Gledhill. We 

married in the Salt Lake Temple 42 years ago. The Lord continues to be very good to us, 

and has blessed us with four remarkable children who love Him, and who, in turn, are 

raising our 13 grandchildren in the light of the gospel. 

I was called to serve in the Zurich Switzerland Mission by The Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter-day Saints, but was sent directly to Italy to help prepare the opening of 

the Italian Mission. Elder Lorenzo Snow of the Council of the Twelve dedicated Italy to 

missionary work in 1849, but by 1862 the proselyting work had completely ended. Then 

in 1966, Apostle Ezra Taft Benson came to Italy to re-dedicate the land to missionary 

work. It was a wonderful opportunity and blessing for me to serve in the country of my 

grandfather’s birth, to see the Piedmont area where he was born. Because the Italian 

mission had just opened, we proselyted throughout the country. 

 

My career has always been in the banking industry, and it still is. While I have served in 

scouting and am an Eagle Scout and a Duty to God recipient, I have 

repeatedly served in bishoprics, on high councils, as financial clerk, and in the 

Sunday School presidency, which is my current calling.  My wife and I enjoy being with 

family and friends, serving in the Church, and singing in the Southern Utah Heritage 

Choir. It is now our good pleasure to meet with the Cotton Chapter of the Sons of the 

Utah Pioneers each month. We look forward to becoming acquainted with you, and 

rolling up our shirt sleeves to assist where we 

may. 
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PIONEERING YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND TOMORROW 

 

August 2011 Vol. 23 No. 8 St. George, Utah 

 
This Month Trek: 

August 25 - 27, 2011 

Program: National Convention, SLC 

Sponsored by Holladay Chapter 

Temple Square in the heart of the city. Downtown Salt Lake features more than 3 

square blocks of free religious and cultural attractions. Search for your ancestors, 

tour the conference center, listen to live Mormon Tabernacle Choir performances, or 

stroll the beautiful grounds-just around the corner from the convention center. One 

more way Salt Lake is Different by Nature. 

 

President Brigham Young prayed for 10 years to settle this land so we could dig our roots 

in this land so deep that we would never be driven out.  In ten years Johnson's Army 

came and brought with them the outside world. We would like to invite all the SUP 

members to join us in Salt Lake City for a journey back in time. Come learn of the 

challenges of settling a new land, the triumphs and the tears. We are confident that this 

will be an experience you will not soon forget.  Sons of Utah Pioneers, Holladay Chapter 

holladay.supchapters.org 

To register please email: jelggren@comcast.net 

For the SUP rate please call the University Park Marriott 1-800-228-9290 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

September 13 - Scholarship Fundraising Dinner at Terry’s Ranch in Enterprise 

Speaker - Bruce Hafen, St. George Temple President 

October 10-15 Trek - St. George Sesquicentennial Events - Wagon Train 

November 15 - Dinner Meeting, Staheli’s Town Hall 

Speaker: LaMar Adams, SUP National President 

December 13 - Dinner Meeting, Staheli’s Town Hall 

Christmas Program by Hurricane Valley Choir 

 

Welcome to new Cotton Mission Chapter member 

Keith H. Westbroek 

I was born in Salt Lake City. Our family moved to Ogden just before my ninth birthday. I 

graduated from Ogden High School. I attended Weber State College for one year prior to 

going on an LDS mission. My missionary service was for two-and-a-half years. Two 

years in the Netherlands and six months in Belgium. 

 

I married shortly after returning home. We had six children, three boys and three girls. 

Our marriage ended in divorce after twenty nine years. I married Bonnie Gilbert and we 

will be married seventeen years this August. My life has been a great adventure since my 

second marriage and I am finding out how fun life can be. 
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I became very interested in Boy Scouting, first as a Scout Master, then serving on the 

Unit, District and Council Level in many different positions. I guess you could say 

scouting became a hobby. My favorite positions were District Advancement Chairman 

and Wood Badge Staff. I met Bonnie while serving on the district level. Both Bonnie and 

I have over thirty-seven years in scouting. We both have received many awards in 

scouting including the Silver Beaver. 

 

After 32 years of service I retired from Mountain Fuel Supply Company/Questar Gas on 

July 31, 1998 as a Technical Service Rep. Specialist. I found myself retired at the age of 

55 and we decided to start a new life in St. George.  Bonnie and I moved to St. George in 

February of 1999 and found ourselves involved once again in scouting on the Unit, 

District and Council level. I was Course Director over a Timberline course.  We both 

assisted the District Executive with re-charting the district. We were Co-Chairman of the 

Silver Beaver Selection Committee for the Virgin River District and served on the Utah 

National Parks Council Silver Beaver Selection Committee. 

 

I have always loved working with the public. Shortly after moving to St. George I 

worked for Harmon’s Grocery for five years as a Butcher and Fish Specialist. This job 

was just for fun. 

 

In April of 2004 we received a calling to serve 18 months in the Harare, Zimbabwe 

Mission. Our calling was shadow leadership. After returning home we served a part-time 

Stake mission in 2006. In February of 2007 we received another call to serve 23 months 

in the Sofia, Bulgaria Mission as Country Directors over Humanitarian Services. We 

were also asked to be in charge of a missionary singing group which put on concerts 

throughout the country for 3 ½ months. When the concert tour came to an end, we served 

in the mission office for six months along with continuing to fulfill our Humanitarian 

work. 

 

We have traveled to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, England, LDS Church History and 

American History sites, Netherlands, Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia, Mozambique, South 

Africa (including going to Cape Town), Bulgaria, Latvia, Canada, and China. We 

enjoyed going to Victoria Falls and being part of two land Safaris and one Safari on the 

Zambezi River while in Africa. 

 

We joined the Southern Utah Heritage Choir in 2008 because of our love for music. 

Together Bonnie and I have fourteen children, she has eight (5 daughters & 3 sons) and I 

have six (3 daughters & 3 sons).  We have 46 grandchildren, 6 great-grandchildren, with 

one great on the way. We love it when our family visits and when we can visit with them. 

Our children are in Idaho, Wyoming, California and Northern & Southern Utah. 
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SUP COTTON MISSION CHAPTER 

BOARD of DIRECTORS’S MINUTES 

Zion Bank, Bloomington Community Room 

 

January 3, 2011 

 

Attendees: BOD members: Pres Roland Lee, Bob Thornley, John Matthews, Dave 

Summerhayes, Royce Griffin and Don Burton. Also in attendance: Lynn Niederhauser, 

and area vice president, Dave Hinton. Absent: Stan Fisher, Durant McArthur, Dean Terry 

and Dave Rogers. 

 

Bob Thornley commenced the meeting shortly after 9AM. 

 

Invocation by Roland Lee 

 

1.  Calendar: Tuesday January 18 SUP Dinner-Stahel’s Town Hall Meet 5:30, Dinner 

6PM Installation of officers for 2011 by area V-P Dave Hinton. 

 

2.  Secretary Report: Minutes of BOD meeting of Dec, 2010 were approved. John will 

update membership roster as of year end. 

 

3. Treasurer Report- None as Stan was absent but Roland indicated that nothing 

materially had changed from last report.. 

 

4. Report from National: Dave indicated that there is a need for an area vice-president. 

Several names were discussed and Dave will follow up. He also indicated National wants 

an updated organization chart. He announced there is a training meeting Sat 1/6/11 at 

headquarters in Salt Lake- Bob & John will go –weather permitting. 

 

5. President’s Items: Considerable time was spent discussing the staffing of the BOD and 

committee chairman in light of several members being called on missions and others 

desiring to be released from their positions. Bob & Roland are planning to make several 

visits with members to see who would be best qualified and would accept positions. 

Dinner calling list needs to be updated. 

 

6. Community Involvement No report as chairman McArthur was not in attendance 

 

7. Communications: Dave indicated that both the Spectrum & Senior Sampler were 

behind in publishing articles due to Christmas work load -should be caught up in a couple 

of weeks. Gale suggested that new president should write a memo to the members for 

inclusion in the News Letter. Responsibility for the Pioneer Magazine will be transferred. 

Dave indicated his committee had 22 service hours. Russ Bateman will make a power 

point presentation of all officers & director since 2000 at next dinner meeting. 
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9. Pioneer History: David Humphreys will give pioneer history at the Jan 18th dinner 

meeting... Don indicated that Veterans certificates will be presented at the Feb 15th 

dinner meeting.  Also indicated he needs a current Organization Chart and Membership 

Roster for submitting chapter annual report to Nat’l. He indicated that the May trek will 

be being involved in the Cotton Days activities and the Oct trek is yet to be firmed up 

with the possibility of going to the Hole in The Rock campground. 

 

10. Tours & Landmarks: Dave was absent so no formal report but word had been 

received that the city wants us to continue with the adopt a monument program... 

 

11. Member Services: Royce gave John 3 new membership applications for inclusion on 

the next Member Roster .SUP will be represented at the Family History Convention to be 

held on Sat  Jan 29th from 9-4. Royce will co-ordinate this activity. Royce indicated that 

the only uniform that is selling is the vests. Motion made and approved that the other 

items be put on sale at reduced prices. 

 

12. Development, Fund Raising & Celebrations: No report as Dean was absent. 

 

Benediction at 10:40 by Lynn Niederhauser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

67 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank 

February 7, 2011 

 

Attendees: Bob Thornley, Mel Duehlmeier, Roland Lee, Dave Hinton, Dean Terry, 

Royce Griffin, John Matthews, David Summerhays, Kent Beus, Robert Webb, Robert 

Perry, Kevin Jenkins. 

Excused: Stan Fisher, Durant McArthur, Don Burton. 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by Robert Perry. 

 

3. Minutes of January meeting reviewed and approved without discussion. 

 

4. Mel Duehlmeier gave treasurer's report. Reported $12,431.19 was in the Wells Fargo 

account at year end and $4,439.40 in the Village Bank account. With donations during 

the past month, the Village Bank account now stands at $4,539.40 but an additional 

couple of thousand dollars in proceeds from the national convention approved for the 

scholarship fund have not yet been added to the account. They will be. Outflows in the 

Wells Fargo account exceeded inflows by $646.45 during the past month, leaving the 

account at $11,792.74 now.  

 

5. Past President Lee noted Cotton Mission Chapter went in the hole $105 on dinners, 

prompting discussion of challenges of anticipating how many will attend the dinners. No 

changes in procedures planned.  

 

6. Royce Griffin noted the need to fill a vacancy in the Dinner Programs position. Dean 

Terry later suggested Sid Atkin might be able to do. 

 

7. John Matthews gave president elect report. 

 

8. Bob Thornley gave president's report, discussing training meeting in Salt Lake City 

and noteworthy SUP museum. Regional training planned Feb. 19, Dave Hinton to explain 

later. Executive committee meeting planned Feb. 14. Mayor Dan McArthur will speak at 

chapter dinner meeting Tuesday, Feb. 15. Expect report on St. George's sesquicentennial 

plans. 

  

9. Royce Griffin discussed member services, noting 18 members who have not paid dues 

to renew their memberships. Some have paid since report was prepared, some still need 

to be contacted and some have said they will not be able to renew. Dean Terry moved 

that the chapter pay Abe Young's dues, seconded by Royce Griffin and approved by aye 

vote. The board received the application of Earl Brent Udy. Dean Terry moves and Royce 

Griffin seconds that board members should each take goal to recruit at least one member. 
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Discussion of success at genealogy fair in providing information about SUP. Some 

interested persons have expressed reluctance because they don't know if they have 

pioneer ancestors, but this need not be a limiting factor. Discussion of website and need 

to train someone to run audio equipment to back up Russ Bateman. 

 

10. Area Vice President Dave Hinton discussed plans for Feb. 19 regional training. 

Eleven chapters are expected to attend the event, which will take place in Hurricane at the 

9th Ward building. Members can carpool from the Burger King on Green Springs Drive, 

at the Washington City I-15 exit. The training will include a presentation by the national 

SUP president, entertainment and breakout sessions. Assignments made to David 

Humphrey, Don Burton and Royce Griffin to deal with breakout sessions for monuments, 

histories/memorialization’s and membership, respectively. 

 

11. Dean Terry discussed fundraising. Discussion of city sesquicentennial plans and 

Cotton Days event. Would like to see our chapter participate in sesquicentennial wagon 

train for part of journey from Fillmore to St. George. Cotton Days date has changed to 

second week of May. Wives made big impact on kids at Cotton Days in the past and their 

participation encouraged. Need labels for items on display. 

 

12. David Summerhays reported on communications. Discussed difficulties of some 

members in reading pdf files when information shared in that format. 

  

13. Durant McArthur, community involvement director, excused. Discussed possible 

presence at upcoming family history expo at the Dixie Center on Feb. 25-26. Dean Terry 

suggested Larue Winget could supervise essays. 

  

14. Kent Beus reported on sesquicentennial planning meeting. Organizers are looking for 

talents SUP may be able to help spearhead, such as a brass band, authentic heritage food, 

dancing costumes and games. Possible re-enactors. Heritage festival expected Oct. 15, a 

Saturday, to coincide with original call to settle St. George at October General 

Conference by Brigham Young. 

 

15. Robert Webb reported on treks. Garth and Jeri Frehner of New Harmony will 

welcome chapter to visit their own private Deer Hollow Ranch "natural history museum" 

of animals they have taken on hunts and safaris. Can combine with visit to Kolob, 

possible interpretive assist from ranger. About $6 for lunch at the lodge. Roland Lee 

suggested it's a good opportunity to seek scholarship backing from the Frehners. Trek 

scheduled March 12, Robert Webb will provide map. 

 

16. Robert Perry reported on trails and monuments. Discussion of Confluence Park plans. 

Nothing done since plaques made in 2005 because of city's new overpass construction 

south of Bluff Street exit. City hopes construction finished by spring, but uncertainty over 

completion breeds uncertainty over when park can be completed. Kent Perkins, art 

director of the city, said St. George will bear the cost, but Robert expressed doubts about 

completion during difficult economy. Also complications because city gave Eagle Scout 
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permission to duplicate one of SUP plaques for Eagle project, also to be located at the 

park. Robert suggested allowing Scout to put plaque near bridge, not down in the park. 

Letter to be drafted to the city / Kent Perkins and signed by Robert Perry and President 

Thornley. In spite of doubts and delays, committee visited Confluence Park site and put 

together plan for where monuments will go. 

 

15. Note to get updates on monuments and service hours at executive committee meeting. 

 

16. Benediction by President Thornley at 11:20 a.m. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

March 7, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, John Matthews, Roland Lee, Dave Hinton, Kevin 

Jenkins, Stan Fisher, Russ Bateman, Don Burton, David Summerhays, Robert Webb, 

Durant McArthur and Royce Griffin. 

Excused: Dean Terry and Robert Perry. 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at about 9 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by David Summerhays 

 

3. Minutes of January meeting approved without discussion. Motion John Matthews, 

second Roland Lee. 

 

4. Stan Fisher gave treasurer's report. National convention bank account has now been 

liquidated. Wells Fargo (primary) account was at $11,839.24 as of end of February, a 

growth of about $1,400 over same period last year. Village Bank (scholarship) account 

benefitted from $4,000 profit from national convention. At end of February stood at 

$9,424.04, about $4,300 more than this period last year. Stan suggests might want to raise 

amount given out in scholarships. "We're very rich right now," he says. Discussion: 

Cotton Mission chapter brings in about $3,000 to $4,000 per year for scholarship fund, 

delivering $3,000 in five or six scholarships. Decision: No change in scholarship amount 

for now. Final decision delayed until next month for Dean Terry's return. Therefore no 

change likely this year — contemplating change for next year. 

 

5. Reports from Past President Roland Lee and President Elect John Matthews. 

 

6. President Bob Thornley report: Board training in Hurricane went well, provided good 

entertainment. Members did well in presentations. 

 

7. National org. Area VP David Hinton report: Chapter well represented at training, 

national org.'s presence diminished because of weather. Another 100 SUP magazines are 

being ordered for recruiting tools at genealogy seminars. Tracking hits on Hurricane 

Valley chapter website, which shows interest in new historical posts, and Dave has 

received Facebook contact from family history researchers who have linked in to his 

postings of pioneer biographies. Refer to Hurricane Valley website 

http://hvsup.supchapters.org for example. Anyone can submit pioneer biographies 

through the website. Dave can help type in if necessary. 

 

8. Royce Griffin gave member services report. Stan Fisher said he has received one or 

two more members' dues that may not have been fully acknowledged yet. Discussion 

about the status of some memberships that national leadership is questioning. One note: 
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Board approved paying Abe Young's dues by vote last month, but Abe is now staying 

back east for extended period of time and board is deciding will not pay his dues for now. 

Stan: chapter pretty much broke even at last month's dinner, which is better than has done 

for several months. 

 

9. David Summerhays reported on communications. Gale Hamelwright says two 

expected biographies for the newsletter have fallen through. Gale suggests no newsletter 

this month unless other necessity. Discussion. Should have the newsletter. Roland Lee 

will type up biography for Verd Erickson and David Erickson (?), two new members. 

Don Burton will write up a note on the trek. Other submissions to media publications are 

all up to date. Lynn Niederhauser has been sick, but will be taking over Pioneer 

Magazine submissions. 

 

10. Durant McArthur delivered report on community involvement. Per Russ Bateman, 

need to get a list of scholarship recipients to put on the website. 

  

11. Robert Webb reported on treks. Trek plans are running into obstacles because the 

Frehner family in New Harmony has been out of town and unable to contact. Ranch is 

supposed to have full-time employees, but no one answers phone there. May end up 

having to drive up to confirm plans. Kolob Fingers staff has been less than helpful in 

setting up planned visit with ranger interpretation, but may return most recent phone call 

to confirm ranger availability. Decision: Because getting runaround from Kolob staff, 

will plan to have Durant McArthur give talk on vegetation at Kolob. Royce Griffin can 

talk about geology as well, unless ranger comes through. Stan will collect the money for 

the boxed lunches — $7.50 per person. 

 

12. Don Burton inquired about October sesquicentennial heritage festival. Agreement 

Cotton Mission chapter should have a presence, but still uncertain about whether will be 

entering a wagon or how else may be involved. There will be no pioneer memorial at the 

April dinner. Discussion re: plaques engraving with Dave Hinton, seeking national 

organization's assistance. 

 

13. National convention will be in August. 

 

14. Russ Bateman gave communications technology update. Russ will be gone during 

part of the summer, and somebody will need to take custodianship of equipment while he 

is gone. Recommends Kent Beus.  

15. Stan Fisher closed with prayer at 11: 20 a.m. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

April 4, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, John Matthews, Roland Lee, Dave Hinton, Kevin 

Jenkins, Royce Griffin, Stan Fisher, David Summerhays, Russ Bateman, Dean Terry and 

Durant McArthur. 

Excused: Don Burton. 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at about 9 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by Durant McArthur. 

 

3. Treasurer's report by Stan Fisher. Primary Wells Fargo bank account has $11,875.50; 

Village Bank scholarship account has $9,424.04. Increases of more than $2,400 for Wells 

Fargo account and $4,300 for Village Bank account over last year. Discussion of 

scholarships. Surplus funds in bank account were discussed in executive committee 

meeting, including possibility of raising the scholarship amount from $500 to perhaps 

$750. Dean Terry says a change has been discussed before when surplus was available, 

but a new high school came into the area and the funds went that way instead. Dean 

suggests waiting this year to see what may change before committing to raising 

scholarship amount. Also suggests making scholarship fund additions open to anyone in 

the chapter, so that individuals can co-sponsor. 

 

3a. Stan received a call from a student promised a scholarship in 2008, who didn't use it 

but wants to do so now. Suggested there should be a time limit for when students can 

claim scholarships. Roland said should be a time limit mentioned with the scholarship 

application rules, asks to double check to make sure current rules have. Roland suggests 

in the meantime may pay scholarship for 2008 applicant so the chapter doesn't 

compromise itself. Stan says he will ask the scholarship recipient why she waited until 

now and what the rules said when she received the scholarship. Suggests time limit 

should be within two years of scholarship award unless exception made for a church 

mission or military service. 

 

3b. Stan mentions that there was a monetary shortfall on March's trek lunches because 

lunches were bought for people who didn't show up. Suggests that when people say they 

are going to attend, they should pay for their lunches even if they don't end up attending. 

Russ suggests having Gale Hamelwright put a note about it in the newsletter. 

 

4. President's report. Bob asks members to contribute to list of speakers who would be 

pioneer history resources for dinner meetings. Dean mentions St. George Temple 

President Bruce Hafen will speak at dinner meeting at Dean's ranch on Tuesday, Sept. 13. 

Also recommended that Burt Staley (spelling?) would be a good modern-day pioneer 

award candidate. Stan seconds. Approved by unanimous vote. David Hinton suggests 
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Blaine Yorgason, famed author who works at the temple, national President Lamont 

Adams, Fred (last name unknown) of Cedar City who is a standup comic and former 

Nascar driver, and Farsi interpreter Naagi Zenaati. President states a primary chapter goal 

is to get someone to direct trails and landmarks and to get assistance for Royce Griffin 

from member services.  

 

5. Past President's report. Roland asks for updates on which recent members have been 

assigned to committees. Also discussion of dinner meetings. This month's meeting will 

include scholarship awards and will feature Doug Alder as speaker. Sunday best dress 

expected. Twenty-three students have applied for scholarships, per Roy Taylor 

communication to Durant McArthur. Committee will meet Friday to judge the essays. 

 

6. National org. Area VP David Hinton report. Review of this year's calendar of events in 

Salt Lake City area and Vermont-to-Kirtland church history trek in October. 

 

7. Member services report by Royce Griffin. National officers continue trying to find out 

status of a few members believed to be in our area. 

 

8. David Summerhays report on Communications. Gale Hamelwright is trying to 

biographies for the next two newsletters — some changes in what was originally planned. 

Senior Sampler is printing chapter articles and has more than they've been able to keep up 

with for now. 

 

9. Durant McArthur report on Community Involvement. School assembly event is 

coming up soon. St. George Live is seeking more volunteers to play different pioneer 

roles. Dean Terry says committee on St. George's 150th anniversary is planning to 

sponsor a wagon in the trek through this chapter. Participants will be growing beards this 

summer. Russ says Daughters of Utah Pioneers have been seeking closer interaction with 

SUP on events. 

 

10. Trails report. Don Burton excused, but emailed in report. Discussion of Cotton Days. 

Dean reminds of need to encourage wives to participate in bonnets. Cotton Days will take 

place of May trek. Bob Webb will do all coordination of manning the event. Dean will 

not be present two of the days because of Las Vegas event. 

 

11. Technology report by Russ Bateman. Not receiving reports on monuments' status for 

website. Need someone over trails and markers to communicate. Suggests Paul Furr 

should be in charge of getting GPS entries for sites up to date. John Matthews is home 

teaching him, and will talk to him about it. Regarding essays, Russ says several are 

coming in handwritten, cursive. Should encourage electronic document so the essays can 

go easily onto the website. Also, would like to maintain histories of modern-day pioneers 

on website. 

  

12. Russ offers closing prayer at 10:33. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter BOD Minutes 

Zions Bank (Bloomington Branch) 

June 6, 2011 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, John Matthews, Dave Hinton, Royce Griffin, Stan 

Fisher, David Summerhayes, Russ Bateman Dean Terry, Durant McArthur, Don Burton 

and Robert Jackson. 

Absent: Roland Lee and Kevin Jenkins President Thornley called the meeting to order at 

9AM 

Invocation: by Don Burton 

Secretary’s report: Due to Kevin Jenkins absent those who read his E-Mail copy of the 

minutes of the May meeting voted to approve them. 

Treasurer’ report: Stan Fisher reported on both the general operating bank account and 

the scholarship account with a detailed explanation as to income and expenditures. Both 

have sufficient funds. 

There was no past president’s report due to Roland Lee’s absence. 

President elect John Matthews mentioned that Dick Pettit, a retired member, died. Don 

Burton will go to the Spectrum to obtain a copy of the obituary for memorialization. 

President Thornley again urged the BOD members for their suggestions for speakers and 

entertainment at the dinner meetings. He thanked Royce Griffin for his good work at the 

Mormon History Association. Royce will give Don Burton a write up for the chapter 

history. Bob also mentioned that Stahleys had lost the dates for our dinner meetings. 

After confirming the dates, he indicated he would contact them. 

Dave Hinton: said Nat’l wants chapters to set goals for 2011 and would like to know 

what we are doing to achieve them. This will be addressed Monday at the executive 

meeting. Mentioned Nat’l has a fall trek planned and we need to let them know if anyone 

is going on same so airline tickets, etc can be made. Dave was asked about our chapter 

award which we should have received at the convention and he said Nat’l hadn’t received 

our input. This is strange as I sent them the input for last year. Kevin currently passes out 

a sheet at BOD meetings to track service hours 

Calendar Items: Exec Meeting-6/20; dinner meeting –6/21(Nagi Senati will be speaker): 

BOD meeting-7/11 

Member Services: Royce reported on 3 new members and activity at Mormon History 

Association conference indicating it was a bigger gathering than he had thought it would 

be. Headcount for dinner should now be reported to Bob Webb 

Fund Raising: Dean said they will be hosting stake youth conference at their ranch and 

also providing his wagons for activity in Enterprise. He indicated he does all of this under 

the banner of the “Sons” We get good publicity with this. 

Communications: David indicated Gale Hamelwright needs input for newsletter by noon 

tomorrow. Bob will give Gale input on speaker .Dave indicated several of his committee 

members will be gone for the summer. 
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Community Involvement: Durant reported on the scholarships and essays and indicated 

that Ken Staley expressed the need for an assistant. He indicated that our DUP Liaison, 

Dean Larson, was ill. St. George Live will only have one tour Tues. thru Sat... and that 

more actors are needed. 

Pioneer History: Don asked that Robin Davis be in charge of treks. Discussed Oct trek 

to Camp Lorenzo (see Trails & Landmarks) and include Washington Fields Dam and 

Match factory.as part of trek. Discussed plaque for Harrisburg Cemetery which will cost 

about $650. Chapter has agreed to pay $500 with descendants paying the rest; Don is on 

top of this and already has $200 from donations as part of chapter’s cost. Don reported 

that location of Boy Scout monument for centennial needs a new location. 

Trails & Landmarks: Bob Jackson discussed at length the unfinished 2 story building 

(no roof) at Camp Lorenzo. This was constructed as a multi family dwelling for 

missionaries who were called from Northern Utah to grow cotton on 50 acres as part of 

the United Order. The project was terminated before the building was completed. 

Technical & Web Site: Russ indicated that Nat’l would like the chapter to digitize our 

records but Russ told them this was not possible but current items will have a disk as well 

as hard copy. 

Benediction: Dean Terry at 11a.m. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

July 11, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, David Summerhays, Stan Fisher, Roland Lee, Don 

Burton, Russ Bateman, Robert Jackson, Royce Griffin, Kevin Jenkins, David Hinton, 

John Matthews 

Excused: Dean Terry 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by Roland Lee. 

 

3. Last month's minutes approved with one correction. 

 

4. Treasurer's report. As of June 30, balance is $10,220.99. June 27, 2010 balance was 

8,924. Stan says we're ahead of where we were last year. Dinner fund receipts are $90 

less than Staheli's food bill, but we had some guests and feel that was appropriate. We're 

in good shape with the scholarship funds being paid out. So far we have given out three 

awards for this year, still have three more $500 awards to go. Stan will not be at the 

executive committee meeting or the dinner meeting this month. 

 

5. Past President's report on new members: Roland Lee says in addition to Ralph Atkin, 

Jim and Barbara Andreason and Duane Woodward, we have received applications from 

Mance Jennings, Keith Westbrook, Ronald Layton and Jack Thorpe (secretary's note: I'm 

not sure if all these names are spelled correctly). Alan Gardner and Naagi Zenaati also 

expressed interest at dinner meeting but we haven't heard anything further from them. 

Former member Alan Hackworth is back from China. Question whether it is his intention 

to get involved with the chapter again.  

 

6. Service hours report passed around the table. 

 

7. Dinner program: Presidency calls for suggestions for future speakers. John Matthews 

mentions Val Langston, a Korean veteran who gave a great Sunday patriotic talk. David 

Hinton mentions David and Garth Isom, who are knowledgeable about vanished eastern 

county towns. Although there will be no dinner meeting in August because of the 

national convention, the Hurricane chapter will meet with V. Dallas Merrill, an emeritus 

General Authority, who will talk about "pioneering the Vatican" — why the LDS church 

is able to have temples in Italy and Spain, which are largely Catholic countries. The 

meeting will be at 6:30 p.m. on the 17th and Cotton Mission is invited, but they will need 

a headcount to know how many people to expect. It will take place at the American 

Legion Hall. David will mention it at this month's dinner meeting to see how many 

members will want to go to it. Verd Erickson will do the pioneer vignette at the dinner 

meeting.  
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8. Memorialization’s of deceased members at dinner meetings discussed. Dean Terry sent 

message, saying Lynn Niederhauser could be memorialized at the dinner at his ranch in 

September (Correction to discussion: The dinner will be on the 13th, not the 20th). 

Roland notes that so far we've had very few of the wives who want to participate in the 

memorialization’s of their husbands because of the painful emotions. Roland: If the 

wives don't want to do it, I don't see why we do it. We're all there at the funeral. Roland 

suggests we send the memorial into national, have them send us a certificate and we 

present it to the wife (not at the dinner meeting). John suggests a moment of silence at the 

dinner meeting. Mention could be made in newsletter or dinner program. Ending the 

dinner memorialization moved, seconded and approved by voice vote. 

  

9. Bob: Dean wants to know how long it takes to get the modern pioneer award through. 

Roland: no time at all. Considering pioneer award for Burton R. Staheli. Discussion. John 

raises question about Dr. Paul Doxey, founder of Volunteer Clinic, whom he had tried to 

nominate before. Agreed he can be honored at a later date. Russ asks about getting 

histories on webpage, for award recipients. 

  

10. Member responsibilities and assignments: Bob says Gale Hammelwright's health has 

gone downhill and we need a replacement to do the newsletter. Don Beus and Charles 

Summerhayes suggested as possibilities. David Summerhays says to submit newsletter 

items to Gale for now. David Hinton notes it's time to start thinking about a new 

president elect for the chapter. Also says it's time to replace himself (David) as area vice 

president. David will be going on a church mission next year. Says one of the things the 

SUP has struggles with is getting people to serve. David: I was the 10th person they 

asked. It has probably been the best thing I've done outside of regular church service. 

Requirement for area VP is to attend every board meeting and a dinner meeting every 

quarter. Area includes Kane County and Las Vegas, although they generally don't get 

visited. Also noted that Ken Beus will need to handle sound equipment for dinner next 

week. Bob will contact him. Roland adds that we need to give new members 

responsibilities. 

 

11. National organization report: David Hinton says the national convention is coming up 

next month. Regarding the national trek in October (back east) - they have enough signed 

up to do it, but if anyone still wants to go they need to apply soon because of the window 

on getting airline tickets. Chapters all invited to participate in the July 24 parade in Salt 

Lake City.  Discussion of trail marker. Note that Dixie Encampment chapter hasn't met 

for sometime.  

 

12. Media and publicity: David Summerhays notes the last dinner meeting with Naghi 

Zenaati was a great one but Charles wasn't there to do writeup. He had made 

arrangements for someone else to cover but they fell through at last minute. David is 

trying to put together an article after the fact. 

 

13. History and landmarks: Don Burton talked about doing a trek tying into the county's 
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Heritage trek — out to Washington Dam area. Harrisburg monument plans are 

advancing. Needs to gather information on a national symposium for chapter history. 

Does anybody know Aros Mackay? He is the chairman of the Washington Legacy 

Festival. Robert Jackson says he and Dave Humphrey met with St. George officials about 

the Confluence Park plans. The city has planned where it is going to put the plaques by 

the Boy Scouts and SUP for the memorial, but it is going to be another year before they 

can do that, though, because of the rate of construction on the new highway interchange 

in the Confluence Park area. The city's happy with the plans, though. Robert displays a 

bootleg copy of "Run of the Arrow" movie, which was filmed in St. George in 1957 and 

shows the area of Camp Lorenzo along the Virgin River, although it doesn't show the old 

rock building there. He is still looking for any old film / photos that might show the camp 

buildings. A Peter's Leap trek is coming up. Russ: We're still trying to find history on 

Tuweap (Toroweap) church house that was burned at the same time as Bundyville. We 

have pictures.  

 

14. Website: Newsletters are going on the web. Russ says we are also putting information 

on scholarships on web, but not sensitive information found in candidates' applications.  

 

15. Executive committee meeting will be on the 18th.  

 

16. Closing prayer by Stan at 10:25 a.m. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

August 1, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, David Summerhays, Stan Fisher, John Matthews, 

Don Burton, Russ Bateman, Robert Jackson, Royce Griffin, David Hinton, Kevin 

Jenkins, Roland Lee. 

Excused: Dean Terry, Durant McArthur 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by Russ Bateman. 

 

3. Treasurer's report: Dinner meeting receipts not yet added to balances, but balances 

remain in good stead. No new expenditures from scholarship account, but primary 

account expenditures for Staheli's dinners and memorials. Discussion: dinner receipts 

were significantly less than Staheli's invoice. We're unsure where the shortfall is. Calling 

list reviewed because of double entries. Suggestion that we get head count on who will be 

at dinner and ask those members to pay even if they end up being unable to attend.  

 

4. Membership assignments. Robin Davis has accepted Treks assignment. Ralph Atkin 

will also serve on the committee. Roland will take over Gale Hamelwright's position with 

newsletter, etc., by end of year. Need to replace Robin on Monuments committee, as well 

as filling vacancy for Pioneer Magazine and dinner program oversight. Roland has 

printed a new org chart and will distribute it to the Board members. Jack Thorpe has said 

he will join, but apparently hasn't filled out application yet. Ron Layton said he will not 

have time for a committee assignment until he retires. 

 

5. Secretary's report: Spelling correction to previous minutes. Service hours sheet left 

home, but will pass around next meeting. 

  

6. Calendar: 

 

a) Hurricane chapter will hold an Aug 17 symposium featuring emeritus LDS general 

authority Dallas Merrill talking about temples in Spain and Rome. Those who go should 

take salad or dessert. Symposium will be at LDS chapel at 452 N. 2600 West at 7: 15 

p.m. 

 

b) Sesquicentennial wagon train in October would be good opportunity for SUP to 

participate and make presentations on local history. Board considers interpretative 

presentations at wagons' hitching posts. Dean Terry will have a wagon in the train and 

members are invited to ride whatever part of the trip they wish to. Board members want 

to know when the next wagon train meeting will be in order to obtain further information.  
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c) Camp Lorenzo trek planned in October will be postponed because of the wagon train 

and various other community activities going on that month. Robert Jackson: I have 

photos of Camp Lorenzo; some taken in 1993 show building in better condition than it is 

now. Camp Lorenzo plaque discussed. Bob asked to keep Camp Lorenzo information 

organized so can be presented when time comes for trek. 

 

d) SUP Board meeting will be on the 12th in September, the day before the Terry Ranch 

dinner. Because the 5th is Labor Day. 

  

e) The Executive Committee meeting will be the 15th this month. Roland will be absent. 

 

7. National organization: David Hinton said headquarters staff wants to know what our 

chapter goals are for getting new members and submitting memorializations. They also 

want more pioneer stories. David reminded Board to not be afraid to talk to people about 

becoming members. 

 

8. Communications: David Summerhays said the media articles have all been submitted. 

Nice feature on Naagi Zenaati dinner in Senior Sampler. Charles' struggled to take notes 

of last dinner speaker because his hearing is deteriorating to point he couldn't understand 

what was said even though he sat up front. Kevin suggested using a recorder (if he sits up 

front, the recorder may not pick up all the background noise, or maybe it can be plugged 

into the sound system?). Another suggestion: Kent Beus might be able to help take notes. 

Also question about whom to submit write-ups of dinner meetings to at national 

headquarters, because our information is not being included in trail marker report with 

other chapters. Russ Vanleuven mentioned as person who will make sure it gets where it 

needs to go. 

 

9. Pioneer History and Trails: Renewed discussion over opportunities to submit pioneer 

histories and memorializations. Discussion of what ever became of John D. Lee statue. 

Still a lot of hard feelings among some groups over that. 

  

10. Techonology: Russ said the newsletter ought to be promoted more at the dinner 

meetings because that's the meat of what's going on. 

  

11. Closing prayer by Bob Jackson at 10:25. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

September 12, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, Dean Terry, David Hinton, Don Burton, Roland Lee, 

Russ Bateman, Royce Griffin, Robert Jackson, Stan Fisher, John Matthews, Kevin 

Jenkins, David Summerhays 

Excused: Durant McArthur 

 

1. President Thornley called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by President Thornley. 

 

3. Treasurer's report: Financially, we're running about the same as last year. Stan says we 

paid out two scholarships this month and believes we have paid all but one. Primary 

account is at $8,973.12. Scholarship account is at $8,124.04. 

 

4. Past President's report: Roland is now doing the newsletter, covering for Gale 

Hamelwright. He has informed members to ensure the newsletter email doesn't show up 

in spam filter, since it's coming from a different sender. Roland would like the directors 

to send him information on a regular basis about the committees, to keep everyone 

informed through the newsletter. He will mail it to those who don't have email. David 

Summerhays says Gale is really going downhill, so it's great that Roland has taken on the 

newsletter. 

  

5. President Elect's report: John submits modern-day pioneer request related to Doctors 

Volunteer Clinic founders. Vote approves plaque for Paul Doxey and Deanne Staheli. 

Royce will order it in December. Doxey and Staheli possible speakers for dinner 

meeting? 

 

6. President's report: Bob Thornley says last count for tomorrow's dinner at Dean Terry's 

ranch is 76. A few extra invitees noted. Dean: It's getting cold in the evenings, suggests 

moving dinner to 5 p.m. instead of 6. Gathering will be at 4:30. People are going to need 

jackets anyway.  

 

7. National report: David Hinton thanks those who went to national convention. He was 

very sick, but loved every meeting. Says he's excited about the new national president-

elect. He is approaching the SUP mission in a different way than others before him, 

highlighting a spiritual aspect — we all need to be welded to our forefathers. Don 

mentions quote by Joseph Fielding Smith at Family History Center: It's our responsibility 

to come to know our ancestors, even if all the ordinance work is done. Each board 

member is asked to memorialize at least one family member during the next year. Trail 

marker and community events need to be communicated to board members each month. 

National wants chapters to look at building monuments. David has spoken to several 
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people about serving as his replacement in the region. All but one has said no, and he has 

since learned the chapter presidents have to recommend / approve a candidate anyway. 

He doesn't know how many more meetings, if any he'll attend with us because his 

mission papers request a Nov. 20 starting date but sometimes the church asks couples to 

go sooner. Discussion about progress of other chapters: Hurricane, Kanab, Dixie 

Encampment. Cotton Mission needs to name a new president-elect. Dean suggests 

putting together a chapter in Enterprise. Feels confident they can do it. David says 

national would be thrilled if they can. Royce says there's only one active member in 

Enterprise, but Dean says there are others ready to participate. Dean makes motion for 

Cotton Mission chapter to be a sponsorship institution — not financially, but to provide 

leadership to help them organize. Discussion but no action taken. Kevin asks about 

Wayne Pace's plans for CCC legacy gathering next week. David says it's not a Dixie 

Encampment chapter project under purview of the SUP. 

 

8. Calendar review. President Thornley won't be here for next board meeting Oct. 3. 

National president will address next dinner in November.  

9. Member Services: Royce discusses magazine gift subscriptions. For $45 — the cost of 

three subscriptions — we can send out four gift subscriptions to the magazine — such as 

for Christmas presents. President Thornley or Roland will bring forms to dinner meeting. 

President Thornley will handle magazine issues for short term to get out word about gift 

discount. Keyne Thorne is actively working on retention — focusing on former members. 

Abe Young and George Miller have committed to come back. Royce passes out list of 

ways to recruit people that were sent by national. Roland received a membership check 

from Charles Clayton, who grew up in the Jacob Hamblin home. Charles is now the 

caretaker of the Jacob Hamblin home and the Santa Clara Cemetery. Because of his 

mission work out there, he doesn't have a lot of spare time to do things with SUP. Dean 

suggests inviting dinner speakers to join, with a free membership for first year. Discussed 

but no action. 

 

10. Development / Celebrations: Dean and Don Burton provide update on wagon train 

schedule next month marking St. George's 150th anniversary. Don proposes making that 

the trek for the month — approved without vote. Don committed that we would provide a 

really good story teller at the Veyo rodeo grounds at 7 p.m. on the 13th when the camp 

stops there. Roland will not be able to participate because he will be working in Mesa 

Verde National Park. President Thornley may do the storytelling — he can draw on his 

Jacob Hamblin role from St. George Live. Other possibilities suggested as well. Dean 

will drive a wagon, but he has a trip to the northeast planned that he will cause him to 

miss the finally legs of the trip. He is calling on his family, etc., to fill in for him, but his 

wagon won't make the final leg from Ivins to St. George unless he can convince someone 

to do it. The wagon won't travel on Sunday, so it will be camped in Cedar City that day. 

The camp will be apart from the wagons — organizers want it to be authentic, but they 

want everyone to follow along in motor homes. Chris and Katie Larsen are the chairmen 

of the parade. Don mentions there are also options for outriders and walkers or handcart 

pullers. Dean's wagon will be allowed six people and two outriders. Don will turn 

remainder of chapter's involvement over to trek director Robin Davis. 
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11. Pioneer History: Don passes around a handout showing the Harrisburg plaque. The 

monument will be completed in October. Don suggests a dedication in November. He has 

arranged for the residents / homeowners to install the pedestal inside of the cemetery 

gate. Cotton Mission will put the plaque on and cover it up. The other, repaired, plaque 

won't need rededication. Nov. 19 suggested for dedication to allow announcement at the 

dinner on the 15th.  

 

12. Trails and Landmarks: Robert Jackson passes around handout about Camp Lorenzo 

monument plan but can't remain longer to discuss it. 

 

13. Technical: John thanks Russ for sending out copy of last month's talk on Rome 

temple, etc., at Hurricane event. Russ attended chapter history / website breakout sessions 

at national convention, says national wants histories and photos in digital format. 

National says Cotton Mission chapter is way ahead of others because of existing process 

for electronic delivery with paper backup. Russ will do Power Points for November / 

December dinner meetings to show photos. 

 

14. Publicity: David Summerhays says Charles won't be able to be at dinner meeting this 

month so he will get someone else to cover for distribution to the media. Bill Chapman 

will be back in late October to cover photography.  

 

15. Closing prayer by David Hinton at 10:53 a.m. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

October 3, 2011 

 

Attendees: President elect John Matthews, David Summerhays, Don Burton, Stan Fisher, 

Royce Griffin, Russ Bateman, Durant McArthur, Robin Davis, David Hinton Kevin 

Jenkins, Dean Terry 

Excused: Bob Thornley, Roland Lee, Robert Jackson 

 

 

1. President Elect John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 

 

2. Invocation offered by Stan. 

 

3. Previous minutes approved without comment. 

 

3. Treasurer's report: Stan said we're down about a thousand dollars in the main account. 

Attributed to our donation to national for the museum. The scholarship account is "fat. 

We're really in good shape." September dinner receipts were probably higher than 

normal. Primary account is at $9,229.11. Scholarship account is at $9,952.04. 

 

4. President Elect's report: Discussion of upcoming dinner meeting speakers and awards 

for modern pioneers. John suggests a speaker on the Martin-Willie handcart trek. Durant 

suggests his friend Ron Esplin would be a possibility for another month. He will ask him. 

John is working recruiting an Andrews Sisters musical number. Russ discusses plans for 

PowerPoint presentations. 

 

5. National report: David Hinton says national President Adams wants us to hold training 

at the end of this year instead of early next year, so incoming officers will be able to hit 

the ground running. Training would be in addition to other national training already 

planned. Dec. 3 chosen as training date. (Can't be earlier because David will need time to 

prepare.) The new president elect will need to be known and at the presidency training 

meeting. David asks, What are the areas in which the board needs or doesn't need 

training? General consensus is that we don't know what might need to change — things 

seem to be going OK for now. We are still in need of a new area vice president to replace 

David, since his mission call will come soon. Reminder of our commitment: Each board 

member needs to bring one new member, one new memorialization and one new 

magazine subscription into the fold, with a similar challenge to the general membership 

as well. President Adams has talked about the purposes of SUP as being spiritually 

edifying. A few people in Hurricane have been offended by his attitude but President 

Adams is in harmony with general authorities' discourses on family history research. 

6. Calendar: Next trek will be Oct. 13 — part of the wagon train event, in which we'll 

have a program that day at the Veyo camp. Executive Committee meeting will be Oct. 

17. Board meeting will be Nov. 7. Next dinner meeting will be Nov. 15. Harrisburg 
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monument dedication will be on Nov. 19. Thanksgiving will be the following week. Then 

the national training Dec. 3. 

 

7. Member Services: Royce has received two applications: George Crosby and Charles 

Clayton. The secretary will update the membership list and distribute it to everyone. Ron 

Layton has been given several names of people who are interested in joining but who are 

dragging their feet, as far as recruitment, so he is working on them. Dean discusses the 

creation of an Enterprise chapter: It will be tough to get going because they're farming 

during the day and then come home from work and want to stay home. There may be 

options for carrying out their meetings that would be different from the way we do it. 

  

8. Discussion about getting the necessary payment for the dinner meetings: Some people 

have said they'd attend, but haven't come. Some members say to tell them we will charge 

them anyway if they have said they'd be there. Dean: We want to keep people in the 

organization, and don't want to offend anybody. Since the caterer allows 10 percent more 

than what we say, Dean suggests we don't count the maybes, and if the maybes show up 

by surprise they'll be taken care of through that 10 percent overage allowance. Stan says 

he doesn't think that will work, because people bring unexpected guests. Kevin asks if 

we've had many situations where we've run out of food because too many people showed 

up — one occasion was noted, and it was considered to be the exception, not the rule. 

However, Dean says at the September dinner at his ranch, 95 people said they would be 

there, 105 arrived. "It's the first time in history we've ever run out of Dutch oven 

potatoes." Royce: I think it's reasonable to take a name count and tell members if they 

back out they'll still need to pay, so when department heads give numbers for dinner 

count, they're supposed to give names with the numbers. John: We'll tell Staley's a low 

estimate this next time to see how it works. Stan notes Staley's is probably going to raise 

dinner prices this next year. A towel and glass casserole dish was left at the Terry Ranch 

dinner, which Dean leaves with John (?) — he'll see if someone claims it at the next 

dinner. Thanks to Dean for putting on the dinner — the scholarship fund really benefited. 

 

9. Development / Celebrations: Dean talks about wagon re-enactment trek. We're not 

allowed to advertise businesses, but we can put up an SUP banner on his wagon. Elder 

Steve Snow will speak at Sunday services in Enoch. Dean will leave the trek Monday 

night to go on vacation. His family will re-enter the trek in Ivins and continue as far 

toward St. George as they see fit. Veyo presentation will include general historical 

information and Jacob Hamblin presenter. It will be a 30-40 minute program. Russ: Will 

there be power there? Don't know. We'll have to take own lunch. Note about origins of 

Veyo: It was originally called Glen Cove in 1913. As residents sought a permanent name, 

the Beehive girls were allowed to choose and came up with "Virtue, Enterprise, Youth 

and Order." The city organizers of the trek have people doing movies and photos. Russ: 

What can we do to get for the chapter? Dean: Everyone can have access to it. The board 

members should notify their people that the wagon train event is this month's trek. 

 

10. Publications: David Summerhays says Gail's done a good job with newsletter and 

Roland's taking it to the next level. Charles has submitted an article on the national trek 
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and Terry Ranch dinner. Bob's taken over the Pioneer Magazine subscriptions. There's a 

packet of stuff for him. 

 

11. Monuments, Memorials and Trails: Don says Mountain men are at Fort Lorenzo 

every third Saturday, which leaves it something of a mess. Durant discusses scholarship 

essays, and their heart-wrenching stories. Comment: Roy Taylor did a great job this year 

with scholarships. John: There are photos of Peter's Leap, but don't go to see it unless you 

have a four-wheel-drive. Lee Beatty did a presentation on Peter's Leap road in Hurricane, 

and is suggested as a speaker for a dinner meeting. Russ: We need to get pictures and 

information on the road and make a page for it on the web site. 

 

12. Closing prayer by David Hinton at 10:43 a.m. Note: Because of the length of the 

meeting, a number of members again had to leave before it was finished and abbreviated 

their reports. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

November 7, 2011 

 

Attendees: President Bob Thornley, Roland Lee, John Matthews, Durant McArthur, 

Kevin Jenkins, Don Burton, Royce Griffin, Robert Jackson, Robin Davis, Russ Bateman, 

Stan Fisher, Dean Terry. 

Excused: David Hinton, David Summerhays 

 

1. President Bob Thornley called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 

 

1a. Opening prayer offered. 

  

1b. Previous board meeting minutes approved. 

 

2. Stan Fisher has accepted the invitation to be area vice president come the first of year. 

David Hinton reports for his mission Jan. 2, so he will continue as area vice president for 

the rest of year. We will need a replacement for Stan in treasurer position. 

 

3. Past President's report: Roland Lee calls for photos from the sesquicentennial trek to 

include in the newsletter. Dean Terry's brother has a photo of Dean's wagon as it came 

through Cedar City. Additional information for the Harrisburg monument, newsletter 

discussed. Newsletter will contain a bio of a Samuel Knight descendant Charles Clayton, 

who got a Santa Clara street renamed, approval for memorials downtown, donated 

$23,000 to Santa Clara Historical Society for Town Hall basement museum, and donated 

some old tools from the Jacob Hamblin home (his family was last private owners of 

Jacob Hamblin home). He came to town in February, and this is what he's done since 

then. The city mapped out the Santa Clara Cemetery and will place a monument for those 

not named on the registry already. Charles is willing to help our chapter financially.  

 

4. President Elect's report: John Matthews cedes to Royce Griffins for discussion of 

dinner meetings. Royce: Some names decided for potential dinner program committee. 

Kay Brinkerhoff, Roy Taylor, David Evans suggested as possible chairs for that 

committee. Durant McArthur contacted Ron Esplin -- he could speak next November. 

Stan Fisher, Royce Griffin, Don Burton willing to help on committee. John will also 

assist as the new president. Russ Bateman says he's got more than enough material to do 

a pre-meeting powerpoint slideshow. Next month, he will do one on the previous chapter 

presidents. Don says he doesn't have any information for modern-day pioneer awards. 

The awards never came to Bob or Royce. Royce will do the dinner calls this time because 

Bob Webb won't be here. Dean Terry: Enterprise couples will be at dinner meeting so 

they can see it and get ideas on how to organize their own chapter up there. 

 

5. President's report: Bob Thornley says Dec. 3, board members are all supposed to show 

up from 9 a.m. to noon at the Hurricane 9th Ward church for training. Discussion of trail 
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marker report. Roland got info about this month's sesquicentennial in to national. 

National finally sent memoriam for Lynn Niederhauser. Don Burton will take charge of 

presenting it. Salt Lake SUP chapter will have America Free scholarship day before 

Thanksgiving. Royce: Keyne Thorne is making a big push for membership applications 

for the new year. Discussion of how to track which chapter members don't have an 

assignment. 

 

6. Treks: Durant McArthur and Don Burton say those involved with St. George 

sesquicentennial trek or the Veyo trek program all felt good about how it went. Russ: We 

did get a lot of favorable reports from national on our presentation. Dean: St. George will 

have more sesquicentennial events in January. Next year's schedule: Don says there will 

be a trek in September or October because of the national convention in Provo. Don 

prefers September 14th. Trek in March will be the 10th or 17th. Next year's Cotton Days 

discussed. 

 

7. Pioneer history: Don says Harrisburg monument plaque will be shipped this week. Don 

presents a check for $200 to Stan from his family, says he's still got a couple of people he 

hopes will come through for more dollars. Because the plaque has not yet arrived, Don 

suggests postponing this weekend's planned ceremony. Decision approved to rescheduled 

on Dec. 3 -- can do it after the Hurricane training meeting and perhaps get national 

representation as well.  

 

8. Trails and Markers: Robert Jackson has tried to get hold of Lyman Hafen to see if he 

has researched Camp Lorenzo area.  

 

9. Extra items: Stan: Shows envelopes for donations that will be passed out at dinner 

meeting. Reminder: SUP national and individual chapters are all qualified 501-c3s. 

Donations for scholarships, etc., are tax deductible when no tangible benefit received — 

dinners don't count. If the donation is less than $250, a receipt isn't necessary for tax 

purposes. Robin: Question on how to do cleaning up monuments. David Humphreys 

recommended as a dinner speaker because he has fascinating stories about his ancestors. 

Blaine Yorgason is working on the history of the St. George Temple, would be good 

speaker.  

 

10. Member activities: Lyman Hafen wrote in St. George Magazine about a quick-draw 

art event Roland was in at Zion National Park, as a fundraiser for youths. Dean Terry 

won two more buckles in livestock sorting competition. Don Burton and Durant 

McArthur brought home medals from Huntsman World Senior Games. 

 

11. Closing prayer by Robin Davis at 10:40 a.m.  
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 
December 5, 2011 
 
Attendees: President Bob Thornley, Roland Lee, Kevin Jenkins, David 
Summerhays, Dean Terry, Robert Jackson, Don Burton, Russ Bateman, Royce 
Griffin, David Hinton, Stan Fisher, Durant McArthur, John Matthews. 
 
1. President Bob Thornley called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
1a. Opening prayer by Bob Thornley.  
 
2. Treasurer's report: We're $7,000 better this year than last year for scholarship 
fund; much of it came from our take in the national convention last year. The 
Cotton Mission Chapter came out ahead on expenses related to the Harrisburg 
monument: we agreed to pay $500 of the total expense but extra donations came 
in, so we paid less than $400 in the end.  
2a. Staheli's agreed they overcharged us on dinner expenses, so that is being 
reimbursed to us. 
 
3. President elect's report: Dinner meeting price discussed. John Matthews: 
Staheli's raised their price $1. Discussed. Cotton Mission Chapter should raise 
the total from $12.50 to $13.50. John moves to raise the price to $14 to allow 
leeway. Dean seconds the motion, but says we should notify our members in 
advance. Royce: Yearly dues are not prohibitive, but the real expense is the price 
of the dinners. There have been some members who've bowed out this past year 
because they can't afford it. Roland: If we don't raise the price we will have to 
come up with another option, e.g. a pot luck dinner. These dinners are for the 
wives; a date. John: There is no good place in St. George to hold a meeting for a 
reasonable price. Golden Corral food would be better, but there is no good room 
for 100-plus people to meet in on a repeat basis with commitment. Stan: It would 
be very difficult to have the type of meeting we have elsewhere. Unanimous vote 
in favor of raising the dinner price in accord with Staheli's contract, to $14 per 
person. 
   
3a. Dean suggests having Burke Staley provide the entertainment for a dinner 
meeting. He plays guitar and sings cowboy songs.  
 
4. Secretary's report: Minutes approved. No changes. Discussed that we haven't 
been turning in the chapter awards information, which is the secretary's 
responsibility. The service hours list is passed around. 
 
5. Events: Executive committee meeting date changed to Dec. 19th. Cotton Days 
will be May 8-10. 
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6. National: The training meeting in Hurricane was discussed. David Hinton: its 
unfortunate Don wasn't able to make his presentation there. David appreciates 
the support of the Cotton Mission Chapter at the trainings. 
  
6a. Stan, the new area vice president, will be at Tuesday's dinner to represent 
the national officers for the chapter officers' swearing-in while David is up north at 
a national meeting. Today's is the last meeting for David to be with us before he 
departs on his mission. David says being area vice president increased his 
expenses by thousands of dollars but he has not regretted one dime because he 
has been able to rub shoulders with good people. David: I consider it a privilege 
to spend money on this organization and pay tribute to my ancestors. Cotton 
Mission chapter members offer numerous voices of thanks and a hip-hip-hooray 
to David for the work he has done. David's mission farewell will be on Dec. 18th 
at the same Hurricane church building as the national training, for those who 
want to attend. 
  
6b. Discussion following the national training in Hurricane included mention of the 
Pony Express museum, which is probably not going to happen. But Leon 
Matheson has numerous church relics items he is willing to donate to the SUP for 
a different museum. Other possible treks were discussed at the training by an 
Iron County speaker, who mentioned a number of unknown aspects of known 
sites, such as the battlements at Fort Pierce.  
 
7. Communications report: Thanks for the newspaper article about the Harrisburg 
cemetery monument.  
7a. Roland will send the national board a pdf of our newsletter to tell them what 
we're doing, but David H. says we should just refer them to our website. Charles 
submitted an article to them for our last meeting.  
 
8. Community involvement report: There will be special events surrounding St. 
George's official 150th birthday in January. Discussed whether the Cotton 
Mission chapter has attempted to play a role in the celebrations. 
  
8a. Discussion of scholarships: Dean says members can donate to scholarships 
in the name of an ancestor. They will be separate from scholarships we are 
already awarding. The details are still under discussion. 
  
8b. Royce: Do we follow up on scholarship recipients after the check is presented 
to the school on behalf of the recipient? 
 
9. Pioneer history report: Discussion of memorialization’s, etc. Roland: National 
board wants us to send in interesting stories about our ancestors — not just 
dates and places, but something that people did that was interesting. Roland 
says he will send in short stories about his ancestors that exemplify a character 
trait.  Don: National board asked us to report a pioneer event that has influenced 
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us as members in our lives.  Dean: We need Abe Young's moment in history to 
take place again at dinner meetings.  Don: Memorialization’s can get expensive, 
but submitting histories isn't about a plaque or having a history in the SUP library, 
it's about coming to know your ancestors. We need to be up front about the 
memorialization expense: this is to fund the plaque and improvements at national 
headquarters building.  
 
9a. As far as chapter history, Don will do the one this year, but invites someone 
to take it over if they can. (Don will be president elect for the coming year.) Stan 
moves we accept Robin Davis as the director of pioneer history for 2012.  
 
10. Trails & landmarks report: Don says Robin Davis will pick up with treks 
committee next year. Don stopped over and thanked the Harrisburg HOA 
president after our monument ceremony at the cemetery because of their upkeep 
of the property. 
  
10a. Robert Jackson: The Confluence Park plans are moving along fast now. 
Robert is trying to find an Eagle Scout project to help get plaques in. It appears 
that we will be able to install them in the next month or two. 
  
10b. Camp Lorenzo is for sale. The government has taken over the property and 
a realty has listed it for a little over $100,000. Jeremy Johnson is owner of the 
property, but is in receivership because of a federal lawsuit against his company. 
Bob says he called Sen. Hatch and Congressman Matheson but the government 
officials don't know anything about the situation. Robert: We talked with the seller 
about the property — he didn't know about the history. Griffith is the agent's 
name. He's got a potential buyer and the buyer is interested in our wishes to put 
a historical marker at the site. 
  
10c. Motion and vote approves moving David H. to trails and landmarks and 
naming Robert a member of the committee. Roland: Charles Clayton of Santa 
Clara needs to be on this committee. Discussion of Charles' work in getting 
plaques placed in Santa Clara and efforts to have SUP identified as backers on 
the project. Applications have to be filled out; David Hinton will send digital 
version of forms to Don. Charles doesn't have a phone because he can't hear, 
but his email is charlielee21@yahoo.com. 
 
11. Technological report: Some members have said there were problems with 
the last dinner meeting (with President Adams) because a lot of people couldn't 
hear. 
  
11a. Russ has been putting in a lot of hours related to writing computer code for 
the St. George temple; determined that he can count that toward service hours.  
11b. The DUP has gone on to our website and taken some of our material. 
Kevin: Can we take information from their website as well? 
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12. Membership:  The org chart needs to be updated. Ken Staley won't be able to 
do essays after this year. The presidency had discussed David Evans as a 
possible replacement. 
  
12a. Roland has been called as bishop again and says that will likely affect his 
time commitment, but he will continue to do the newsletter. 
 
12b. Keith Westbrook is asking for a refund because he says he paid too much 
and wants to bow out. Roland suggests giving it to him and allowing him to leave 
with a good feeling, because he hasn't really participated. Consensus agrees to 
return his money. 
  
12c. According to the national board's report, we lost five members this last year. 
David H.: The numbers are wrong and he has asked national to look back over 
them. Royce: We average about 10 new members a year. Discussion on how to 
get new members. The primary key is for everybody to bring in one new friend. 
Also, to get the wives to the dinner meetings. Royce: Regarding members who 
haven't responded to Stan about renewing membership, if Stan will get him a list 
Royce will make personal contact with them. 
  
12d. Durant's new address: 139 S. 1970 East, 84790. 
 
13. Closing prayer by David Hinton at 10:50 a.m.  
 


