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FOR THE YEAR 2012 

 

 

The new officers and board members were installed at the Chapter meeting on December 

13, 2012. The board was installed by Stan Fisher, National Area Vice President for 

Southwestern Utah, District 14. The following officers and directors served during 2012: 

 

President:  John Matthews   

President Elect: Don Burton  

Past President:  Robert Thornley   

Secretary:  Kevin Jenkins  

Treasurer:  Stan Fisher/Don Beus   Area Vice President (Stan) 

Director:  David Summerhays      Communications 

Director:   Durant McArthur   Community Involvement 

Director:  Dean Terry      Development/Fundraising 

Director:  Royce Griffin    Member Services 

Director:  Robin Davis      Pioneer History 

Director:  David Humphrey                Trails & Markers 

Director  Russ Bateman    Technology 
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Most officers, directors and committee chairman served the full year and contributed to 

the success of the chapter.   

 

Copies of the Cotton Mission Chapter organizational chart are included in the Feb (page 

11, April (page 21), June (page 30) & July (page 34) Newsletters.  Also recorded in the 

newsletters are copies of membership rosters dated 2/1/2012 (pages 12 and 13) and 

12/3/2012 (pages 55 and 56).  

 

Twelve (12) monthly newsletters were published during the year and describe the 

activities planned and conducted each month.  These newsletters form the basis of our 

annual report and are included following this brief introduction.   

 

Twelve (12) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are 

included in appendix A starting on page 57 

 .   

Membership 

 

The year began with a total of sixty-eight (68) chapter members.  By the end of the year, 

a total sixty-eight (68) members were still enrolled.  Significant efforts by the member 

retention committee and chapter members helped to update and correct the chapter roster 

of members during the year.  Four (4) members were removed from the roster, three (3) 

passing away and one (1) dropping out of the chapter.  A total of four (4) new members 

were added to the chapter during the year.  All members that were willing to serve in 

various capacities were assigned to the various committees. 

 

The three (3) chapter members passing away during the year included Dean Larson, 

Harold Monson and Thad Kirkham.  Each of these members was memorialized by having 

his name placed on the National Sons of Utah Pioneers In Memoriam” Board. 

 

Monthly Chapter Meetings and Activities 

 

Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held on the third Tuesday of the month in January, 

February, April, June, July, September, November and December.  A dinner was served 

and was usually accompanied by entertainment and a program speaker.  The meetings 

were enjoyed by all attendees and were educational and informative.  Chapter Treks were 

held in March, August and October and are described in the applicable monthly 

newsletters. Other significant activities including our scholarship and essay programs and 

support of the annual Washington City Cotton Days Celebration are also described. 

 

The Mission of the National Society of the Sons of Utah Pioneers is included on page 

56 of this report. 

 

.  
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The Mission of the National Society of the Sons of 

Utah Pioneers 

 

1. Come to know our fathers and turn our 

hearts to them by studying and becoming 

acquainted with each through the various 

events and activities of SUP. 

 

2. Preserve the memory and heritage of the early 

pioneers of the Utah territory.  We honor the 

pioneers for their faith in God, devotion to 

family, loyalty to church and country, hard 

work, and service to others, courage in 

adversity, personal integrity, and unyielding 

determination. 

 

3. Honor present-day pioneers worldwide in 

many walks of life who exemplify these same 

qualities of character. 

 

4. Teach these same qualities to the youth who 

will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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January 2012 
 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

January 9, 2012 

 

Attendees: Past President Bob Thornley, Dean Terry, Stan Fisher, Durant McArthur, 

Royce Griffin, Russ Bateman, Robin Davis, Kevin Jenkins, David Summerhays, Robert 

Jackson. 

President John Matthews, President Elect Don Burton excused.  

 

1. Past President Bob Thornley called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

1a. Opening prayer by Dean Terry.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved. 

Discussion of member list updates. 

 

3. President John Matthews not attending because he has a staph infection - hole in his 

leg. Asks that we pray for his recovery. 

 

4. Treasurer's report. Stan says Keyne Thorne is calling members about those dues 

payments not yet fulfilled. About 10 have not yet paid, including Keyne himself. The 

bank account is down about $600 from November because membership dues have been 

turned in to National office. The account is down from where it was last year at this time 

because we sent about $1,000 to the Pony Express Museum during the year, which took 

out a big chunk. Also paid out $1,125 to National for dues. We had more than $100 in 

treasurer's expenses - John signed the check to ensure proper accountability. Scholarship 

fund is in excellent shape. Stan has agreed to stay on as treasurer until we find a new one. 

 

5. Membership: Discussion of Keith Westrbook's withdrawal. Kent Parke has submitted a 

membership application. 

 

6. National office report: Stan says none of the chapter presidents from our area attended 

the recent National meeting in Salt Lake. They apparently didn't feel it was worth the 

drive to SLC for a 2-hour meeting…. The meeting takes place to ensure SLC isn't just 

dictating to all the chapters. It's been decided that the plans for a Pony Express Museum 

are on hold; at some point we'll discuss whether to ask for a refund of the money we sent 

for that purpose or if we'll have them devote it to some other good purpose. National has 

not received complete reports from anyone about awards. Discussion of factors that 

impede awards reporting, etc. At regional training meeting, nearly an hour and a half of 

the two hour meeting was about finances: National is in bad shape, down 50 percent in 

the endowment fund. They've depleted the fund and they're looking at ways of increasing 

revenues or decreasing expenditures. They floated the idea of a Life Member-Plus 

category for Life Members who are willing to pay extra dues. The idea was not well 
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received, however some Life Members said they will consider extra contributions and 

some perhaps are already doing so. Some attendees suggested selling the National office 

building and joining with the Daughters of Utah Pioneers. That idea was not well 

received. National has agreed it will send a copy of its financial reports to chapter 

presidents. There was also further discussion of ways suggested to raise funds at that 

meeting. It was suggested that chapters send their excess funds to National, although it 

was noted one chapter had not turned in dues for the past three years. Nothing was 

resolved, but there were plans to ask the DUP about how it finances its museum in order 

to get ideas for SUP.  

 

7. Board: Robin welcomed. We haven't received email from David Humphries about 

report — he switched with Robert Jackson. 

 

8. Secretary Kevin Jenkins asks to be excused because of doctor's appointment. 

Remaining minutes supplied by the presidency. 

 

9. Discussion of what the chapter wishes to accomplish during the coming year. 

 

10. Two new speakers suggested for dinner meetings. Looking for more. 

 

11. Discussion of jobs for new members. 

 

12. Calendar: Executive committee meeting January 16 at John Matthew's house. Dinner 

meeting January 17. That will be the same night as St. George's final 150th anniversary 

spectacular. Royce will staff the SUP booth January 16 and 17 (daytime) at St. George's 

150th anniversary celebration, at the Dixie Center. The next board meeting will be 

February 6. Change the September board meeting date to the 10th because of Labor Day.  

 

13. Communications: David Summerhays is gone on Tuesdays, needs an assistant. Don 

Beus declined to be part of the committee. 

 

14. Community involvement: Need to talk to Roland about replacements for the 

scholarship committee.  

 

15. Pioneer history: Don will stay on with the committee until someone is trained. 

Discussion of the web site.  

 

16. Trails and Landmarks: This committee needs a job description. 

 

17. Technical and Internet: The chapter's bylaws are on the web.  

 

18. Development: Royce is meeting with Dean. 

 

19. Closing prayer by Durant McArthur. 

 

February 2012 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

February 6, 2012 

 

Attendees: President John Matthews, David Summerhays, Don Beus, Russ Bateman, 

Royce Griffin, Kevin Jenkins, Robin Davis, Durant McArthur, Roland Lee, Bob 

Thornley. 

 

Dean Terry and David Humphrey excused. 

 

1. President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m. 

[1a.] Opening prayer by Kevin Jenkins.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved. 

 

3. John reads summary of treasurer's report. We still have a very healthy balance, 

fortunately. Scholarship fund is up a couple hundred bucks from the end of December. 

We need to have an audit, to be performed by 3 people who haven't been treasurer. Don, 

Kevin, Bob volunteer. 

 

4. The February dinner meeting speaker will be Carl Madsen, who was the director of 

Martin's Cove and Cove Fort. The Color Country chorus will sing Valentine's songs and 

present members' wives with roses. John prefers to do the song and rose as the finale 

instead of having them come before the speaker. Russ will have a PowerPoint for the 

dinner meeting.  

[4a.] John: As we look at people on the new member roster who don't have a calling, we 

need to find a program director. Roland: We discussed a dinner program committee and 

about three or four people volunteered. Who were they? From the November minutes: 

Stan Fisher, Royce Griffin, Don Burton said they're willing to help on the committee, but 

we need to determine the chair and then offer help as it becomes necessary. We want to 

give people assignments and let them feel they have value to the board. The program 

chairman is vital to the organization. In November, we discussed Kay Brinkerhoff, Roy 

Taylor and David Evans as possible chairs. In January, we said those we'd asked to chair 

the committee had turned us down. Who did we ask? No one remembers for sure. Royce: 

The chairman needs to be someone who has experience in the local area, knows people 

and history. Discussion. John will talk with Kay to see if he can. Kay has just been put in 

charge of his ward's humanitarian project so it's uncertain if he will have time. Durant is 

willing to give up Kay from his committee if necessary. If Kay is interested, John will 

suggest Kay set up a meeting with Royce.  

[4b.] Don asks about moments in history / pioneer vignettes. Discussion: National 

mentioned desire to have someone tell a (brief) story, not a huge history. Don will give 

moment in history at this month's dinner program. 

[4c.] Discussion of difficulties getting recording of speakers at dinner meetings. Russ will 

take care of it this time. 



 62 

 

5. Treks: Robin says we need to decide on a trek for March. Discussion about meeting 

with Charles Clayton as a trek to find out what all he is doing in Santa Clara, specifically 

the Jacob Hamblin home and Relief Society building. Roland: Charles recently donated 

another $23,000 to Santa Clara for monuments there. The trek will be March 10th at 10 

a.m. What do we do for lunch? Discussion: Could have Grandma Tobler's do box lunch. 

Or could go to Golden Corral afterward. Other trek ideas: Royce mentions speaker from 

Cedar City who has now moved to Hurricane (XXXX Matheson, the head of the Spanish 

Trails Association); we should see him about trek ideas. John suggests Brian Passey 

could lead a trek, because he is always writing about travels in The Spectrum and will 

speak at BLM lecture. Kevin: Brian mostly explores new trails, doesn't have much 

historical knowledge so he would likely just do hikes. Royce: Let's get contact 

information for Matheson. He has more ideas than you can write down for local treks. 

Kevin: Also, the Washington County Historical Society has treks every month. We could 

work cooperatively with them on hikes — not necessarily every month, but often, to go 

on treks. 

 

6. Membership: Roland passes out a new organizational chart. Discussion of National's 

call for nominees for president and the requirements. No serious candidates advanced. 

Durant: Can't get hold of Ken Staley. Roland: Ken's phone number changed to 435-668-

6903. Also, Durant's address has changed to 139 S. 1970 East. 84790. Dean Terry is gone 

for two or three months. Bob is calling his list for dinner program invitees. 

 

7. Calendar: John gave Royce information on the upcoming Family History Expo. Royce: 

Expo is a regional / state event, and not the best forum for recruiting new members for 

our local chapter because people outside the local area are not interested. John: Maybe 

we skip it this year, if it doesn't seem to make sense.  

 

8. Trails and monuments: David Humphrey not present. John: question about how 

Confluence Park monument is going. Don talked to David. We've got the plaques, which 

were made years ago. Or the city has them. Question: Is the SUP location number on the 

plaques? Don't know. Does the city remember SUP is part of the Confluence Park 

monument plans, and not just the Boy Scout who's also participating? Roland: The 

woman over the parks department has been our contact with city. The Scout involved is 

going to do signage on the bridge. Robert Jackson had dealt with the plans in the past; 

David needs to get in touch with Robert. Don will talk to David about it. 

 

9. Community involvement: Don asks for information about chapter's participation in 

community during past years. Discussion of Modern Pioneer award. Secretary needs to 

submit report to National in order to qualify chapter for awards — didn't happen last 

years. Info to Kevin on what information to gather and from whom. Don following up on 

2011 award information. 

 

10. National: Roland discusses repeat errors with Lynn Neiderhauser's memorial plaque 

and certificate. Lynn's wife mentioned it to Roland. Roland ordered corrections; expense 

approved subsequently by the board. Roland will follow up. 
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11. Closing prayer by Durant McArthur at 10:44. 

 
 

March 2012 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

March 5, 2012 

 

Attendees: Don Burton, Robin Davis, Russ Bateman, David Summerhays, Bob Thornley, 

Durant McArthur, Royce Griffin, Stan Fisher and Kevin Jenkins.  

 

John Matthews, Dean Terry, Roland Lee excused. 

 

1. President-elect Don Burton called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 

[1a.] Opening prayer by Robin Davis.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved.  

[2a.] Board members provide information on January-February service hours. 416 hours 

reported. 

[2b.] Don gives awards report update to Kevin. Still a few blanks to be filled in. 

 

3. Calendar: The Executive Committee meeting will be March 19. The March trek will be 

this Saturday. There will be an annual SUP church history symposium May 12 about 

Joseph Smith, at the national headquarters in Salt Lake City. The cost is $25 each in 

advance or $30 at door. The Hole in the Rock (national) trek will be May 14-19. The 

national convention will be Aug. 23-24 in Provo, at the Marriott Hotel. Suggestion that 

we could provide better support for the national conventions, although there were about 

eight members of the chapter who went last year. Further discussion about the tours at the 

national convention — they involve a lot of walking.  

 

4. Stan reads a summary of the financial report: The balance of the main account 

increased $146 during February to $10,787, which is about $50 less than what we had at 

this time last year. The scholarship fund increased about $30 to $11,833.54, which is 

more than a $2,000 increase over this time last year. The chapter, in effect, broke even 

last month as far as dinner expenses vs. dinner receipts, once a credit from Staheli's for 

the amount they had previously overcharged us was taken into account.  

[4a.] Note that some members are still paying $12.50 per person for dinner, instead of the 

new cost of $14 per person. 

[4b.] Don gave Stan his receipt(s) for expenses in compiling the annual history. 

 

5. Discussion of the calling list to gauge dinner attendance. Bob Thornley passes out a 

new calling list. Royce passes around a new membership list with phone numbers, etc. 

Robin asks who keeps the official list, if it should be the secretary or to whom he should 
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submit updated information. Multiple people are keeping a list but Royce is keeping a 

computerized list provided to him by Roland and will be the point person to contact. 

 

6. Stan gives a report on the national organization: Regarding the budget for the national 

organization, in 2011 the SUP national revenues were $113,629, the expenditures were 

$158,694, so the organization was $45,000 in the hole with close to a 40 percent overrun. 

Part of the problem is believed to be repairs to the sewer and roof at headquarters; 

however the national leadership is projecting the same approximate revenues and 

expenditures for 2012. The organization is not in debt, however, because the organization 

is drawing money from the life membership’s endowment fund to cover the overage — 

funds that would otherwise be held as a rainy-day contingency.  

[6a.] There was a big push at the last national board meeting to get more magazine 

subscriptions. Our chapter ranked fifth last year for new or renewed subscriptions. 

Discussion: Do we still give a gift subscription to the dinner speakers? No, but we should 

begin doing it again. The national leadership suggests each chapter give out 20 gift 

subscriptions per year, which would bring in more than $17,000. In 2011, the chapters 

gave out 502 gift subscriptions, which brought in nearly $10,000 total between the one-

year and two-year subscriptions.  

[6b.] The Cotton Mission chapter hasn't turned in its audit yet, and it was due the end of 

February. Suggested the Executive Committee get it done at upcoming ExCom meeting.  

[6c.] The new office manager at headquarters is Tess Rezendes.  

 

7. Membership assignments: Discussion of those who don't have jobs. The Executive 

Committee has been contacting them. We need a new treasurer, but it should be someone 

who has computer skills. We need someone to back up Charles for the dinner meeting 

programs. Royce and John met Kay Brinkerhoff, who has accepted the invitation to be 

dinner committee meeting chairman. Jerry Keyes, Kent Parke and Berl Gordon have 

agreed to serve on the committee. Berl is our newest member, and joined because of the 

Dixie Expo. David Evans has also indicated he'd be interested, but he hasn't been 

contacted yet. Royce will meet with the committee before next board meeting. Board 

moves and seconds decisions on dinner program committee, with unanimous approval.  

 

8. Dinner meetings: Board suggests it would be good to have a presentation on St. 

Thomas (Nevada) history instead of a speaker at one of the dinner meetings, following 

Russ's comments before today's board meeting about an anniversary gathering he 

attended to commemorate the Muddy Mission, and that materials have since been 

gathered for a presentation related to that event.  

[8a.] Discussion: We're still having trouble with the recordings of the speakers. Don 

suggests having the Executive Committee take notes and compile them at the ExCom 

meeting for publication. The limit is 200 words for submission to the newspaper. Don: 

The last few pictures from the dinner meeting haven't been good quality once they're 

converted to PDF. Not sure why. Russ suggests trying to get an in-line recording to 

eliminate problems. Robin says he may be able to help get a transcription to create the 

newspaper report.  

[8b.] Further discussion about the suggestion that we have dinners the same months when 

we do the treks, because some people don't go on the treks. Stan: Other Southern Utah 
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chapters do it. 

 

9. Discussion about the Confluence Park monuments: Bob Jackson has met with Milly at 

St. George Leisure Services, who has the Cotton Mission Chapter's four plaques. The 

plaques mention the SUP sponsorship but do not have the ID number we've talked about 

previously. David Humphrey is going to follow up on it. There are already two Eagle 

Scout monuments at the park — one commemorating Parley P. Pratt's voyage of 

discovery and one about the 2005 floods. There are also plans for more Eagle Scout 

monuments at the park. Russ suggests we draw Eagle Scouts in to work cooperatively 

with our projects. The park is mostly finished, but there is still room to put in at least our 

four monuments around the south perimeter, according to the map shared with the Board 

today. The park is south of the Dixie Center, under the highway off-ramp that is being 

constructed. 

[9a.] Don discusses the cemetery at Pintura. It's obviously some kind of family cemetery, 

but it might be worth creating a monument there, like the one we did at Harrisburg.  

 

10. Treks: Robin passes out the agenda for this month's trek in Santa Clara. Charles 

Clayton will be the guide and will discuss his own involvement with the city and his 

family's history at the Jacob Hamblin home. Bob may perform in character as Jacob 

Hamblin. We have two addresses for Charles, and Robin has encountered some 

challenges finding him. Robin hasn't reserved a room at Golden Corral yet for the 

luncheon, but will do so. Kevin mentions dispute over ownership of the Jacob Hamblin 

home. Board asks him to contact Roland about it, because of desires to make a record of 

the history discussed on the trek. 

 

11. Essays: Durant says Ken Staley has delivered the essay information to area schools. 

He and Bob Cottam will work together, and Ken seems to be excited to do so. Roy 

Taylor said he will get scholarship materials out to the schools by the 26th. He's on track, 

but will need help for the evaluations. The scholarship presentations will be at the dinner 

on April 17. Lyman Hafen will be the speaker, according to Durant's information. We're 

giving $750 this year for the scholarships, per last year's agreement by the board. 

 

12. Miscellaneous: Russ discusses discoveries in temple history and the book on the St. 

George Temple's history that is being rewritten by Blaine Yorgasen. Suggested Blaine 

would be a good dinner speaker. Kevin notes Blaine will be talking about the book next 

month at one of the Tabernacle fireside forums. Russ has made jpg files of the pages of 

an apparently rare book from 1913 about temple manifestations. Russ is digitizing the 

book and asks for help from volunteers to edit the OCS / OCR scans, comparing the 

scanned text with the jpgs on CD. Kevin will do some of it. Other board members offer 

their help but say they are unfamiliar with the process and want to ensure they can 

manage the technology. 

[12a.] Russ has a disc for Bob Perry. Robin will deliver it to him.  

 

13. Closing prayer by Durant McArthur at 10:35. 
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April 2012 

 
Meeting Held - No Formal Minutes Recorded 

 

 

May 2012 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

May 14, 2012 

Attendees: President John Matthews, Don Burton, Durant McArthur, Robin Davis, Royce 

Griffin, Russ Bateman, David Summerhays, Kay Brinkerhoff, Dinner Program chairman 

was also in attendance. 

Absent: Bob Thornley, David Hunphrey, Dean Terry and area v-p Stan Fisher 

The low attendance was caused by the need to move the meeting back one week because 

of conflict with Cotton Days. 

1. President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 

[1a.] Opening prayer by Don Burton.  

2. Secretary's minutes approved after reviewed (Kevin not in attendance)  

3. Treasurer's report:  New treasurer Don Beus presented the report and had activity 

sheets for both funds which were very informative. Our finances continue to be in great 

shape. Don went over those members who have not paid their dues; he and Royce will 

follow up on these members. 

Discussion was had on moving the Wells account to Zion as an appreciation for their 

letting us use the conference room. Motion was made and passed. John, Don and Don 

tried to open an account after the meeting but we need to have our tax ID number. Don 

will follow up on this and we will open the account next month..  

4. Monuments:  Don speaks on behalf of David Humphrey about Confluence Park 

monument: We're still waiting on the city. John gave Don Burton an article from “Inside 

St. George” about the park, in which we are mentioned, for our historical records. 

5. National organization:  We should have all received a letter requesting each member 

contribute $100 toward the renovation of the headquarters building. Discussion was held 

about chapter contributing a $1,000. No decision reached. 

6. Calendar:  The national convention in Provo will be Aug. 23-25. John asked who 

would be attending and only one person indicated he will attend.  

7. Dinner meetings:  Royce turned the time over to Kay Brinkerhoff who presented the 

BOD with a list of 12 possibilities. It was determined that Berl Gordon will be the 

speaker at the June Meeting and that Russ Bateman and Bob Perry will be the speakers 

with a slide presentation at the July meeting dinner. Terry Wade will speak at the fall 
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dinner meeting at Hyrum Smith's place this year. Durant: Ronald Esplin is lined up for 

the November meeting. Kay has “A Moment in History” lined up also with Royce giving 

the one in June. John will follow up with the Southwest Symphony Chorale for a Dec 

musical program. 

[7a.] John:  We appreciate Kay’s efforts to lay out our schedule for the entire year so the 

BOD can approve same. 

8. Scholarships and essays:  Durant: the essay presentations are in progress with Bob 

Cottam taking an active role in this. 

9 Treks:  The Cotton Days trek went well We appreciate the work of Robin Davis to 

organize the volunteers and Dean for his wagons. Next year we want a place in the shade 

and have more volunteers. Robin will follow up with Ralph Akin to attend BOD meeting 

in Robins absence this summer. He will also have Ralph schedule some mini-treks. 

10. Technology:  Russ Needs copies of essays John will talk to Ken Staley about this. 

Also discussed slide shows at dinner meeting which will continue which add to the 

meeting. Appreciate Russ’ efforts on this. 

11. Closing prayer by Don Beus at 10:35 a.m. 

 

June 2012 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Zions Bank (Bloomington office) 

June 4, 2012 

 

Attendees: President John Matthews, Don Beus, Durant McArthur, Russ Bateman, Royce 

Griffin, Don Burton, David Summerhays, Kevin Jenkins, Stan Fisher, Dean Terry, Bob 

Thornley. 

 

1. President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. 

[1a.] Opening prayer by Royce Griffin.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved.  

 

3. Treasurer's minutes approved. John asks that future reports indicate amount of 

scholarship awards that are still outstanding.  

[3a.] The Board had determined we were going to move the Wells Fargo Bank account to 

Zions, but we have a big book of Wells Fargo checks and Don Beus likes working with 

Wells Fargo. John presents a motion that we move the account from Village Bank instead 

of Wells Fargo, although we had preferred to move Wells Fargo because of the two it is 

the non-local account. Discussion: Village has had some difficulties. Stan: Village doesn't 

even have but one office any more. Dean: I prefer keeping the Village account to stay 

local and because the Village branch is centrally located when it comes to holding Board 

meetings -- he wouldn't have to travel all the way down to Bloomington. John: We could 
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leave a small amount in Village Bank but move the rest to Zions. Kevin: I don't like idea 

of fragmenting accounts unnecessarily -- we should make a clean decision to go all with 

one bank or the other. John: Let's table moving the account for now.  

[3b.] Discussion about potentially moving the meeting location to Village instead of 

Zions. Dean: I will talk to Village about meeting there on the first Monday of the month 

at 9 a.m. so we don't have to travel to Bloomington. John: I will see if I can get Doctor's 

Volunteer Clinic to move some money to Zions to compensate them for how well they've 

treated us.  

 

4. Past President's report. Bob asks everyone to mark any mistakes on the dinner meeting 

calling list and return it so he can update it. Dean: Who's calling Kent McComb? We 

need to make sure new members don't fall through the cracks. Royce: Put Kent under 

mine.  

 

5. Membership. Royce discusses the membership list. A new update has been created. 

Don Burton updates his address info. The new member application for Carl Madsen is 

passed out to board members. An update on new member applications is passed around. 

[5a.] Discussion of Robin Davis' position on org chart. Russ: The org chart is on the web 

and is being kept up to date.  

[5b.] Don Burton has Dean Larsen's obituary and application ready to submit for 

memorial plaque, asks approval to send to national office. Granted. Discussion of costs of 

getting flowers for tribute. Stan: On Lynn Niederhauser's, we spent $40 to $50 and all we 

got was a little floral tribute. I'm not sure it's worth the money. Consensus: Let's go with 

memorial plaque.  

[5c.] Dean: I've seen some obituaries of people who may be listed on the membership 

chart, but I can't remember who it was. Dora Monson needs to come off the list — she 

has passed away. Thad Utley dropped out and has died. David: Richard Jensen is on the 

list but he hasn't paid dues in 3 years. Larue Winget's wife has died. 

[5d.] Dean: Kent McComb loves history, I suggest putting him on the monument 

committee.  

[5e.] David: Dave Rogers came home from Japan on Friday because his back is really 

bad and has to be fixed.  

[5f.] Royce: Richard Jensen has health issues but would like to be part of the chapter 

anyway. David: He dropped out about three years ago. Royce: We'll drop his membership 

for now, then.  

[5g.] Other members discussed: Thad Kirkham — can't find him. Joseph Rondo — talked 

to him. His wife is in a convalescent center and he's the caregiver, but he wants to be a 

member of the chapter. We will mail it in, but his memory is getting short. Take Brent 

Udy off, he's never going to participate because of other commitments.  

[5h.] John: I would appreciate it everyone would get to know the new people and 

introduce them when they are at the dinners, so we have an idea what they can do. Kevin: 

It appears we're uncertain about what assignments to give new members of the chapter 

when we don't know them well. I suggest we set up time for the Executive Committee to 

go meet the new members each month; it would give them the chance to get to know 

each other. Dean: I think that's hitting the nail on the head; it's a great way to make them 

feel welcome and get them involved. We have more people going out than coming in 
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right now. John: I don't think people would want to come to my house to meet us. Kevin: 

The Executive Committee can go out and visit the new members at their homes. If it's a 

long distance, like to Enterprise, it would be a logistical challenge, but we need to find a 

way. Don Burton: We need to be careful about jumping on new members and assigning 

them to leadership positions right away — we might scare them off. I suggest that for any 

new member, we give them a specific invitation to attend one board meeting. John: If we 

do invite new members to BOD meetings, we need to limit the "pithy" comments we 

make.  

 

6. Monuments. Don Burton: Per David Humphrey, dedication of the monument at 

Confluence Park is planned for late July. We're working with Doug Roe (?), the father of 

the Scout who is doing the other part of the park project, and the city is still doing some 

landscaping there. We will have to get monument ID numbers from the national office 

and glue them on to the plaques, but that's the main thing left for us to do. 

[6a.] Stan: A member of my ward called to ask if we have something an Eagle Scout can 

do for an Eagle project. Dean: There are lots of trails and landmarks that need to be 

identified -- there's so many we could contact BSA and they'd have stuff to do for a long 

time. David Humphrey would be our liaison to the BSA. We will need to be able to tell 

them where the monuments are and what they need to do. Russ: We lost control of the 

temple quarry trail through inattention. Also, there was one cemetery where we had put a 

plaque up and someone took it off the monument and replaced it with their own plaque 

… can't remember where, but we need to keep track of our monuments. Dean: Larry 

Higgins would be a better choice for spearheading it. Kevin: Is this just about cleaning up 

the monument sites? Answer: No, it has got to be a significant project. Don Burton: 

Harrisburg monument serves as an example — the Scout would have to contact the HOA, 

get permission for the monument, create the plaque's presentation, etc. Royce: As an 

aside, my wife's aunt was buried at Georgetown last week, south of Tropic / Cannonville. 

There's just red sand and sagebrush in that area, but the cemetery has a beautiful kiosk 

that was result of a St. George Eagle Scout's project.  

 

7. National office. Stan: National is still promoting the legacy building fund. John: This 

chapter had a discussion at our last meeting and we decided not to give any more from 

chapter funds to the legacy fund. Members can donate if they want to. Discussion of 

changes in personnel at national headquarters. 

 

8. Scholarships and awards. Stan: I attended the awards ceremony for the Hurricane 

Valley chapter. It's interesting how they did it. They give out five awards for each school, 

invite the participants and give them a free dinner, then present the awards at the 

ceremony. It might not be practical for us but it was interesting. John: They do pot luck 

dinner, which is different from us. The costs of our awards dinner were significant 

because of all the guests we had there. We need to discuss how we will manage costs for 

future awards dinners.  

[8a.] Dean: Double dipping on scholarships has become serious. We have to make sure 

that Sterling Scholars are not eligible for us if they already get to go to school for free. 

Sterling Scholars are listed on the Internet, in the newspaper.  

[8b.] John: FYI, I called Shawna Niederhauser and thanked her for the $192 she gave us.  
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[8c.] Dean asks permission to use Ralph to start working toward an endowment 

foundation. Some people don't want to give their stuff away to Dixie College, etc., when 

they die. Some people may donate to us. We think Ralph can help us set up a trust. John: 

I don't think you need a motion for that. You've got Ralph to use.  

 

9. Review of dinner meeting speakers. We have some good ones coming up through 

January. Dean / Stan: Some questions about whether this fall's dinner will be at Terry 

ranch or at Hyrum Smith's. There could be a change in plans. 

[9a.] John: The scholarships and essays presentation are successful, thanks to Durant. 

Durant: Having a selection of kids come to dinner meetings and read their essays would 

be fun for the membership. It really binds the generations. John: Maybe we can have just 

one, to avoid too much expense and not have kids out too late. Bob: It would be another 

moment in history. Stan: Hurricane picks three of the best essays and has judges read 

them at the dinner meeting — they're only 2-3 minutes long. Dean: I think we're missing 

out when we don't use dinner meetings to recognize the essay winners and their parents, 

same as the scholarship winners. To have students take time to say a few words, that's a 

good program. 

 

10. Treks. John: Ralph Atkins said no to being head of the treks committee. We had 

talked about having a mini trek in August during National Convention month. Atkinville 

would be a good trek, but we'll be looking for something to get out of the heat. The only 

way you could do Atkinville in August would be to have an early morning meeting 

before it gets too hot. Robin is out of town until September, but he'll make calls for 

whatever we decide.  

[10a.] John: I'm looking for a real go-getter to be in charge of treks, to keep it all going. 

Discussion. David: New member Carl Madsen checked off treks on his application, he 

might be a candidate. John: His wife is not in good shape; he may not have the time to be 

away from home. Maybe we can pray about whom to select. Durant: The six months 

Robin's here, he has really grabbed on to it. Do we just need a partner for him while he's 

gone? Don Burton: He's over the treks; he's not the treks committee chairman. Bob: We 

might try Kent McCombs — he's a new guy.  

 

11. History. Bob gave John old records that need to be maintained by someone. Don 

Burton: Why not just chuck it if we don't use it? John: I will give it to Don to organize, 

and he can determine what to keep. 

 

12. Calendar. John: The September BOD meeting needs to move to the second week 

because of the holiday.  

 

13. Essays. Russ: The fourth grade essays are ready to go on the web. In photos of the 

awards presentations, it looks nicer if chapter members are in SUP vests standing beside 

the students, instead of just showing a group of students. Also, I am keeping students' 

misspellings; I think the document should be as they write it. John asks Durant to tell 

Kent and Bob Cottam that they can find this stuff on the web. Russ: Also, we need to 

know the date of birth of the ancestor they're writing about. I suggest we start that next 

year.  
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14. Discussion of history surrounding the windows of the St. George Tabernacle. Russ 

and Doug Alder are working on a history book, but there's been some controversy over 

whether the story about Peter Nielson and the money to bring the windows from 

California is a legitimate story, because of some documents indicating the windows came 

from a town south of Provo. Russ: We have more documents that appear to validate the 

Nielson story — we believe the document about windows coming from up north referred 

to the Temple, not the Tabernacle.  

 

15. Communications. John: We appreciate all the publicity we've been getting because of 

Dave. Dave: I'm concerned about coverage of the upcoming dinner meeting because I'm 

not sure I'm going to be there, so I'll have to arrange for somebody else to do it. Asks to 

have Kay get copy of speaker's notes. John: "It's a Grand Old Flag" will be the song this 

month.  

 

16. Closing prayer by Durant McArthur at 10:46 a.m. 

 

 

July 2012 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter BOD Meeting  

Village Bank (new location) 

July 2, 2012 

Attendees: John Matthews, Don Burton, Durant McArthur, Royce Griffin, Russ Bateman, 

David Summerhays, Bob Thornley, Don Beus Stan Fisher & Roland Lee. 

Absent: David Humphrey, Dean Terry & Robin Davis 

John called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM 

Opening prayer given by Roland Lee 

Stan Fisher commented on BOD agenda showing next BOD starting at 6:00 AM 

John addressed the minutes of the previous BOD meeting which were approved 

Don Beus gave the treasurer’s report reciting the sources of the inflows and expenditures 

Bob Thornley distributed a new calling list for dinner meeting attendance.  

Don Burton commented on fact that “confluence park “ dedication had been postponed 

until August. Also received approval to use Newsletter as basis for chapter’s annual 

report . The Santa Clara plaque progress was also mentioned that our organization would 

receive recognition for this. He would follow up on the BSA request to do an Eagle scout 

project of cleaning up historical; monuments.  

Stan ,area v-p, missed last Nat’l meeting and had no report.  

John passed out letter from Nat’l which included request for money for repairs to the 

headquarters building. As chapter had given $1,000 previously the BOD declined to give 

more. Also a sign up sheet was passed out for members to be delegates at Nst’l 
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convention-4 signed up. This will be passed out at next dinner meeting  

BOD passed motions for David Humphrey to be named trek committee chairman as his 

temple mission assignment prevented him from attending BOD meetings as BOD 

member of Trails & Landmarks and for David Rogers to be the BOD member for Trails 

& Landmarks. John will call these brethren. 

John received a call from Carol Brunnell( 619_5309) asking if SUP would provide the 

lead float/wagon in the Washington city July 24
th

 parade. John will contact Dean Terry 

about having one of his wagons do this in the parade. 

Russ gave a brief overview of the upcoming dinner meeting 

Royce rerviewed his membership record with Don Beus for those who haven’t paid- only 

one found Royce will follow up on Robert Jensen whose name was sent to us by Nat’l as 

having been a member of the Provo chapter . 

David Summerhayes said recording of last dinner meeting was great and thanked Russ 

for arranging it 

Durant indicated Ken Staley and Bob cottom were working well with each other on the 

essays. John mentioned that East Elementary would like to participate next year. 

Closing prayer by Durant at 10:20AM 

 

 

August 2012 

 

 Meeting Held - No Formal Minutes Recorded 

 

 

September 2012 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes  

Village Bank - 10 Sep 2012 

Attendees: Don Burton, Durant McArthur, Royce Griffin, Russ Bateman, David 

Summerhays, Bob Thornley, Don Beus & Stan Fisher 

Absent/Excused: David Rogers, Dean Terry, John Matthews & Robin Davis 

President Elect Don Burton called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM 

Opening prayer:  David Summerhays 

Minutes Review/Approval:  No minutes were available from the Aug BOD meeting 

Treasurer’s Report:  Don Beus - Don Reported that four (4) scholarship recipients 

remain to be paid.  Budget for general expenses reviewed and report was approved by the 
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board. 

Past President Report:  Bob Thornley – See National SUP Convention Review below.  

President Elect Report:  Don Burton  

1. Memoriam will be submitted to the National SUP Office this week for Harold 

Norton. 

2. Don brought up DUP Liaison position per John Matthews request.  Position is 

presently vacant and need to be filled.  After discussion, it was recommended that 

a survey of potential chapter members be made at a future dinner meeting and in 

the Oct Newsletter.  

Area Vice-President Report:  Stan Fisher  

1. Stan thanked the Cotton Mission Chapter attendees at the convention.  

2. Campaign continues for contribution the Legacy Fund. 

3. Activity to begin dues collection for 2013 should be initiated.  Suggestion to send 

out pre-addressed envelopes to chapter members was recommended and approved 

by the Board.  Don Beus will initiate the action. 

National Convention Report (Bob/Stan/Don) – The convention was very well 

organized with excellent tours, symposium speakers, key note speakers and spouses 

programs.  The food and entertainment were very good.  The 2012 SUP convention will 

be held on 22-24 Aug 2012 in Rexburg, Idaho. 

Development Director Report:  Dean Terry has ask us to make our dinner calls and 

report no later than Friday (14 Sep) for the attendance count at the dinner next week at 

the Terry Ranch.  He also asks that the board members provide a dessert (for 8-12 

people) like we did last year.  Please submit your count to Bob Webb (653-3574) by 

Thursday night (if possible) so that he can get the count to the Terry’s. 

Director of Technology Report:  Russ Bateman 

1. Russ needs pictures from the Cedar Mountain tour for the website.  Don will 

check to see whether he has any still on his camera. 

2. Russ discussed the storage of past SUP Chapter histories at Dixie State College 

and their desire that we digitize all past reports.  We have provided digitized 

copies for the past 3 years.  Significant funds would be required to digitize old 

paper copies. 

3. Russ will request the TREK’s committee to help provide some information from 

the upcoming TREK to the Arizona Strip next month that would assist him in 

updating some website information. 

Director Member Service Report:  Royce Griffin 

1. Royce has submitted copies of the Newsletter along with application forms to 

those that have expressed some interest in becoming SUP Members.  He is also 

making follow-up contacts by phone. 

2. Robert Jensen has expressed interest since moving back to St. George and Royce 

has had contact with him also. 
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3. Discussion on prorating local dues as well as the national dues occurred with a 

motion made to approve for this action. 

4. Royce also requested comments on excess uniforms that the Chapter still owns.  It 

was suggested that we have a demo of the Jackets, Polo Shirts and Hats that are 

available.  At the November dinner meeting.  The prices are very reasonable. 

Director of Communication Report:  David Summerhays – The article for the paper 

on the convention in August waiting on pictures.  Pictures in the Sep Newsletter may be 

used. 

Director for Community Involvement Report:  Durant McArthur – A short write-up 

on the Elementary Essay Program was submitted for the annual Chapter report. 

Director of Pioneer History Report – David Humphrey (Trek Committee Chairman) 

reported to Don that the Trek’s Committee would meet this week to finalize plans for the 

13 Oct Trek to the Bundyville, Arizona Strip and Toroawep.  Specific plans should be 

announced at the Terry Ranch Dinner Meeting (18 Sep) and included in the Oct 

Newsletter. 

Director of Trails & Landmarks:   

1. David Rogers (Absent) – David reported to Don that plans for the Confluence 

Park continue to move forward.  One plaque has been assembled.  He met with 

the St. George City representatives and visited the welder that is doing the 

volunteer work on the plaques. 

2. Discussion on the plaques (8 each) installed on the Zion Bank Plaza that were 

completed by the Cotton Mission Chapter with generous support from the Erastus 

Snow family need to have monument numbers assigned and registered with the 

National SUP Office. 

Closing Prayer:  Stan Fisher 

 

 

October 2012 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Village Bank (St. George office) 

Oct. 1, 2012 

 

Attendees: President John Matthews, Bob Thornley, David Summerhays, 

Kevin Jenkins, Durrant McArthur, Dean Terry, Royce Griffin, Russ 

Bateman, Don Beus, David Rogers, Robin Davis, Roland Lee, Don Burton. 
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1. President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 

[1a.] Opening prayer by John Matthews.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved.  

 

3. Treasurer's report. Don Beus: Out of 69 members, 28 have paid their dues 

so far for next year. All of the letters for dues have been sent out and Don is 

using them to verify addresses. He has corrected the status of some 

memberships. $2,962 were brought in for the scholarship fund at the Terry 

ranch dinner, plus some additional for dues.  

[3a.] Thanks to Dean and Carol for the scholarship dinner at the Terry ranch. 

Thanks to Russ for the sound system at the ranch. And to Robin for playing 

the music.  

 

4. Scholarships: The board discussed when to cut off scholarship awards if 

the applicants haven't used the money awarded to them. Dean: In the past, 

the thinking has been that if the recipients went into the service for four 

years, they would be cut off because when they come out they'd have 

government aid for school anyway. If the recipients go on a mission or into 

the National Guard, we postpone the scholarship and make good on it after 

they're done. If the recipient doesn't use the scholarship money for another 

reason, we've left it up to the board to decide what to do about it.  

[4a.] Dean: Can I have Kent McComb to put on my committee? No 

objections; enacted. Dean: I'd like to have a copy of the donations to help me 

work out who's doing what.  

 

5. Miscellaneous activity: The board discussed the Santa Clara history 

museum dedication and Charlie Clayton's role in funding and preparing it. 

Santa Clara named Charlie the volunteer of the year as well as their grand 

marshal in the parade. And what a nice museum. There will be information 

in the newsletter. Russ did a video of the dedication that we should include 

in report to national.  

[5a.] The Edward R. Snow family organization extended an invitation to us 

to attend a lecture gathering Oct. 19 at the St. George Tabernacle. They have 

asked us to distribute information about it to our membership. It was 

announced at the Terry Ranch dinner. 

[5b.] Another chapter has asked us to print their newsletter. Noted but no 

action taken. 

[5c.] Dean: What a compliment to this organization to have this many board 

members here. When I looked at getting this board room, I never thought 
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we'd fill it and here we've filled all the chairs around the table. We need to 

invite people here: Our biggest weakness as an organization is when we 

don't get new members involved. John: I agree. We need to use new 

members or we lose them. 

 

6. National council: Don notes that national SUP president is doing well 

following heart bypass.  

[6a.] David Summerhays: Charles is submitting articles to national. He has 

yet to do the one from Dean Terry's dinner event, which has been recorded.  

[6b.] Don: One thing came up at national that has to do with Roland. 

National wanted to know who does our newsletter. "She said I wish we 

could get him to train everybody else. Does he hire out?" They were very 

complimentary. 

 

7. Calendar: The Executive Committee meeting will be on the 15th. The 

Mount Trumbull trek will be Oct. 13. The next board meeting will be Nov. 

5. 

[7a.] Discussion of events that conflict with the County Fair. Dean: We 

ought to have a booth. Roland: We made a motion two meetings ago 

regarding our participation in parades and booths. John: When do we need to 

prepare for these things? We need to have someone keeping track of 

upcoming event dates so we can plan appropriately. Royce: We need to get 

standardized displays, a slide program and a smaller SUP banner that can 

reuse for booths. 

 

8. Membership: Royce says he cannot find John Anderson. The phone is not 

a working number. Dean: He's a past area vice president for us but he has a 

place up north too.  

[8a.] There have been a few other changes to the membership list. And 

Charlie Clayton's dues letter came back undelivered; is the address correct? 

Roland will check on his address and communications with him. 

[8b.] Durrant: Stan Fisher mentioned Nance Jennings at the last meeting. I 

saw him last week and he said he might like to join. Also, neighbor Bryce 

Lamb.  

[8c.] Update on Eldon Hafen's health: Heart trouble.  

 

9. Dinner meetings: Durrant got a bio from Ron Esplin for the November 

dinner. He played basketball with him for years. Esplin's going to Mesa for 

Thanksgiving, so the SUP speaking invitation will work out for him really 

well. 
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10. Treks: Tuweap trek coming Saturday. Russ: The BLM has done its best 

to hide the Toroweap church ruins. You can drive past it without finding it. 

We have documentation on the web about the church, but I'm thinking we 

ought to drop the rest of the information because some of it is erroneous. 

Dean: Nellie Iverson Cox's book would have information on it. With the 

burning of the church, any history that was there is gone. Russ: Tony wanted 

to rebuild the church but the BLM wouldn't let him. A ranger told me we 

need a permit to visit the property. Durrant: What you need is an 

adventuresome spirit. Robin needs to get together with Dave Humphrey to 

get the word out and find out who's going. We'll meet at 8:30 at the 

Morningside chapel. Robin takes head count on how many planning to go to 

Tuweap. Several raise hands. Russ won't be able to go, so someone else 

needs to take photos.  

[10a.] John: We've been talking about a major trek to Hole in the Rock next 

year. It would require a day to get out there, a day back. plus the visit. Also, 

we have talked about going to the San Rafael Swell, which would be a long 

trek. I just feel we ought to make these things available to people interested 

in seeing the beauty of this country. Russ: According to the minutes of the 

old days of the chapter, they made long trips. Some to California, maybe 

even overseas. John: I'd love to see us going back to one big trek a year. 

Royce: I have a family member in Escalante who knows every back road 

into the Hole in the Rock area from that side. There's a lot to see besides just 

Hole in the Rock. Discussion of Elder Holland's talk about the pioneers. 

 

11. Monuments: David Rogers notes that Confluence Park is built and is 

beautiful. It isn't complete, but most of the landscaping is in. What is not in 

is the plaques. All the plaques are at Millie's office at St. George Parks & 

Recreation. The holder for the first plaque is in. There will be a total of four 

holders set in cement for 16 plaques we've had engraved. There is a 

monument already there that tells a lot about what already happened at the 

confluence, historically. It's very nice and a very good description. We have 

four plaques that will be set along the path. I have talked to Eagle Scouts 

about doing a cover to protect them from vandalism.  

[11a.] Discussion of Zions Bank plaza monuments. Don Burton: There are 8 

plaques set up with a note that they were established by the Cotton Mission 

Chapter and the Snow family. But there are no numbers on the plaques; I'm 

sure national would like to have them recorded. We don't know when the 

monuments were put in.  

[11b.] Discussion of how to propose new monuments through the website 
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and board action.  

[11c.] The monuments up in Dean's area need attention. Discussion of how 

to establish and find GPS coordinates. 

[11d.] Re: City arts department monuments. Roland: That program has died 

-- I talked to the lady at the arts museum. It died for lack of interest. There's 

no guilt on our part.  

 

12. Assignments: John notes Don brought up the question of what has 

become of our liaison with the DUP. Dean: Dean Larson used to be the 

liaison but he passed away. Coordination of that position was under Durrant. 

Durrant: Yes, but I haven't done anything about it. John: We dropped off 

that box from the org chart; why? Roland: I did that deliberately. There was 

nothing ever to do. I think it's good to work with the DUP, but we just do it 

and don't need a special liaison. John: They've done a lot of changing at the 

DUP museum lately. Dean: I think we ought to keep the DUP and SUP 

separate at Cotton Days. Kevin: The last time I talked to the DUP leader at 

the museum, she said they were doing a lot of updating of their monuments 

list -- not just the DUP monuments but all that they could find. I'd think we 

ought to at least be checking with them about coordination of that. Russ: In 

the past, someone didn't want any DUP representation on the website 

because they might rob information from us. They have taken information 

from us in past for their stuff.  

 

13. Closing prayer by Robin Davis at 10:35 a.m. 

 

November 2012  

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Village Bank (St. George office) 

Nov. 5, 2012 

 

Attendees: President John Matthews, Don Burton, Kay Brinkerhoff, Kevin 

Jenkins, Stan Fisher, Russ Bateman, Don Beus, David Summerhays, David 

Rogers, Robin Davis, Bob Thornley. 

Excused: Durrant McArthur, Dean Terry, Royce Griffin. 

 

1. President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. 
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[1a.] Opening prayer by David Rogers.  

 

2. Secretary's minutes approved. Kevin presents printed program for dinner 

meeting for review. 

 

3. Treasurer's report. Don Beus: The chapter has $15,000 in total funds, 

$11,000 of which are in the general fund. 

 

4. President elect. Bob Thornley: To get a president elect we went through 

much pain and suffering, but Durrant McArthur has accepted the 

nomination. He recently had a rotor cuff replacement so he's laid up for a 

while. (Bob: I twisted his arm to get him to accept. And he has been pretty 

heavily sedated, so he may not remember that he accepted.) Don Burton: 

National chapter asked for the name last month, so are we going to oblige 

them? Stan: I can send it in if you want, recognizing that the election doesn't 

occur until December. Discussion about the parliamentary procedure for the 

election. 

 

5. Membership. Don Burton asks Don Beus to write a check to the national 

chapter for a memorial for Thad Kirkham.  

[5a.] We have a new liaison at Staheli's for the dinner meetings. Donna 

Watts is no longer with them. Now it's Shawn Stephenson (Secretary's Note: 

I'm not sure how a number of these names are spelled). We will still call the 

same phone number.  

[5b.] Don: I was going through my notes on the monuments that national 

has, and I didn't see anything on cemetery at Harrisburg.  

[5c.] Carl Madsen has a new email. It's cjxmission@live.com 

[5d.] Harold Norton has passed away. John hands Don Burton a memorial 

certificate. 

[5e.] John questions if we want to expand the chapter board, as some others 

do. Stan: The larger the board, the more unwieldy it becomes. This is a very 

efficient and effective board. I don't know why you'd want a bigger board. If 

it ain't broke, don't fix it. John: And we have invited the general membership 

of the chapter. Stan: We started the executive committee when I was 

president so this meeting wouldn't become onerous, because you can get 

decisions made more quickly with a steering committee of four or five 

people. 

 

6. Calendar. Stan: The national area training meeting will be Saturday, 

December 1, at the Bloomington Hills stake center on Brigham Road from 
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10 a.m. till noon. There are two church buildings there -- It's the one on the 

west side toward the freeway.  

[6a.] Stan: There will be quite a few chapters at the training. Mesa is invited, 

also Cedar City and Parowan and Beaver. Mesa won't be there in all 

likelihood because of the distance, but I have to contact them and let them 

know they're invited. Kevin: Since Mesa's invited, and I'll be in Phoenix 

with spare time on my hands, can we Skype the meeting? Russ: I may be 

able to.  

[6b.] Stan: If possible, I'd like to have volunteers to help set up chairs the 

morning of the meeting, and to operate the sound system and overhead 

projector. Also, I'd like Russ to set up a website presentation. Russ: I use 

html coding but national wants to go to a different format that I'm not 

familiar with, so I'm not sure it would work. Stan: I was also thinking about 

having Roland give something on making newsletters, although I'm afraid he 

might embarrass other people. And also I'd like to get Robin or David 

Humphrey to do a presentation. I'm not thinking about doing breakout 

sessions for chapter officers, because the jobs change from year-to-year and 

it might be better to just have everybody know everything, anyway. We're 

not planning a lunch -- I'd like to hold things to two hours and be done. We 

will have at least one national officer here, probably outgoing president Dick 

Christiansen. I hope I can get 100 percent support from my own chapter. It's 

to train and to pass out information about treks, etc. Russ: I could do better 

supporting the treks. Stan: I'll have some of the other chapters help out on 

other things. Don Burton: We could take them down and show them the 

confluence park, since we were part of that. Stan: We could do that right 

after the meeting as an optional thing. 

[6c.] John: A reminder to vote. And the next board meeting will be 

December 3.  

 

7. Monuments: David Rogers: The plaques are all up at the Confluence Park 

now. The dedication was October 25. Many of the members didn't know 

about it because of the late notice to us, but I think we still had about a 

dozen members of our group at the dedication. There were a lot of people 

from the community. The mayor spoke and was very appreciative of us. 

Following the dedication of the park, we had a ribbon cutting, then some 

people went over to Tonaquint for a continuation of the celebration. Thanks 

to Cliff Spendlove for his diligence and dedication with the project. Also 

Bob Perry and David Humphrey and a lot of other people. I don't think 

there's a number on the plaques yet.  

[7b.] David Rogers: Doug Roe and his family, the ones involved with the 
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Eagle Scout plaque that was part of the Confluence Park monument, are 

good potential members. I invited them to attend our dinners. We ought to 

have an application ready for him at that time.  

[7c.] Re: Zions Bank plaza. National said we don't need to put a number on 

those, so that's taken care of.  

[7d.] David Rogers passes out a document about Camp Lorenzo. David: 

Robert Jackson has given us a proposal for a plaque at Camp Lorenzo. 

Discussion of its history and location on the Virgin River. Robert has 

contacted the owner of property, who lives in Mesa, Arizona. The owner is 

willing to install a 6-foot chain link fence around the building and allow us 

to put plaque within the enclosed area. The estimated cost of the plaque / 

monument would be about $1,200. David Summerhays: My grandmother 

was born a few yards from this building. The building used to be in better 

shape but people have demolished parts of it for the bricks / stones. 

Discussion of the history of the building's ownership. It used to belong to 

Jeremy Johnson. Black powder enthusiasts used to meet there. Don Burton: 

We need to ensure we've talked to Jim Peters at his Salt Lake City company 

about the cost estimate. The chain link will keep the public out of the area 

around the building. Kay: You can't even get up to the building because 

they've closed public access to the road. Kevin: I think they've had concerns 

about endangered species out there, which might have affected things. Don 

Burton: I'll try during the next couple weeks to see if can still get out there. 

Robin will go also. John: We put a monument at Harrisburg, but it was 

accessible to the public -- we might want to consider whether it's worthwhile 

to be expending this amount of money on a monument that's so remote and 

not accessible to public. Kevin: The Kanab chapter's work at the Pahreah 

cemetery might serve as a model for remote locations. It's about as remote as 

you're going to get. It has a small wrought-iron fence enclosure with a 

narrow access for people. The graves are not marked with headstones, just 

small symbolic stones and a plaque at the front of the enclosure. It has been 

relatively unmolested by vandals even though the old movie studio and other 

old building structures have been destroyed. David Rogers: I propose we 

table it today and then follow up next month. 

[7e.] Don Burton: I recognize there's a cemetery still up in the Pintura area 

with a few graves. We might want to keep that in mind as a possible 

monument location. It is fairly visible to the public as drivers go by on the 

interstate.  

[7f.] Dave Rogers asks that Mel Duelmeier serve on trails and landmarks 

committee. Unanimous approval.  
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8. National chapter. Stan: National is still pushing for donations to the 

Legacy building fund. They've got about half of what they're looking for. If 

Dick Christiansen comes, we'll probably hear more about it.  

 

9. Dinner meetings: Kay reviews November program. Stan: We need to add 

the election of officers to the printed program. Don Burton: There will only 

be one person we'll need to elect. Kay: We can do the election right after the 

moment in history. For December we had planned to have the Southwest 

Symphony Chorale, but they're disbanded now. John: Bob Briggs is trying to 

reactivate them. They now have a place to rehearse but it won't be ready in 

time for our program. But Bob Briggs will have a musical program of some 

kind prepared. Russ: I have a Powerpoint presentation of all the officers up 

to this date. Do you want that for a pre-meeting presentation? Kay: The 

January speaker will be Lynne Clark, photographer. I don't have anything 

lined up for February yet. Someone recommended David Whitaker. Kevin: 

What about the guys doing the book on the St. George temple history? 

Discussion about Blaine Yorgason and Doug Alder, and dispute over 

Yorgason's statement the legend about the Tabernacle windows being 

funded by Peter Nielsen and transported from California isn't true. LDS 

church position is that the story is true. Robin suggests Hartt Wixom, who 

wrote a Jacob Hamblin biography, could be a speaker. 

[9a.] Kay: It sounds like we've got a lot of moments in history right here at 

this table. So, expect some calls from Jerry Keyes. Stan: Many of us who 

have pioneer ancestors have more than one moment in history.  

[9b.] Re: Pioneer Magazine subscriptions. David Summerhays says Verd 

hasn't been functioning because of some difficulties in the family. The 

newsletter says to talk to Bob Thornley about subscriptions. Resolved: We'll 

tell people they can talk to Bob or Verd about the subscriptions. Kevin will 

need to fix the information about that in the dinner program.  

 

10. Treks. General discussion of the trek to the Arizona Strip that weather 

turned into a visit to the DUP museum instead. 

[10a.] John: The Kanab chapter had a potluck / trek at Moccasin. Stan: I was 

there. John: Durrant's wife was born there. It would be good to let our 

members know, if we find out they're going to do something like that. Stan: 

There's an old frame house there. It's the oldest standing frame house in 

Arizona. A idea that was a pretty significant Mormon community at one 

time. Some of the furniture in the house is original.  

[10b.] Robin: Dave Humphrey said we're holding off on more treks until 

March. John: Then there will be another in May, which is usually Cotton 
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Days. Don Burton: I propose we have a mini trek in May or June aside from 

Cotton Days. And another mini trek in August, which is convention month. 

Kevin: Pahreah could be a trek because of its links to Washington City 

pioneers. Some of our members are descended from the original settlers out 

there. Don Burton: Beryl Gordon, a member of our chapter, did Hole in the 

Rock and would have experience with that. But it would be a two-day trek. 

Stan: When the national convention was in Philadelphia and Mesa, the 

Cotton Mission chapter arranged to take a bus or some type of transport. The 

next national convention is in Rexburg, and it might be worth arranging a 

bus so people can go but don't have to drive. Further discussion of Hole In 

the Rock history. John asks trek committee to have formal meeting to plan 

out 2013. 

 

11. History. Don Burton: Russ said Dixie State College wants us to digitize 

our records. I have two boxes and seven folders. I went through them and 

decided what we don't need back to about 1998. John Anderson and Larue 

Winget compiled a history from 1950 to 1997. That's all we've got. We have 

yearly histories since then, but there's one year I don't have a copy of. Russ: 

I suggest Don go to the Special Collections section and look at it. We may 

be seeking help to get records digitized. 

 

12. Closing prayer by David Summerhays at 10:46 a.m. 

 

 

December 2012 

 

 

SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes  

Village Bank – 3 Dec 2012 

Attendees: John Matthews, Don Burton, Royce Griffin, Russ Bateman, David 

Summerhays, Bob Thornley, Don Beus, David Rogers & Ernie Maes 

Absent/Excused:  Dean Terry, Robin Davis, Durant McArther, Kevin Jenkins 

President John Matthews called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM 

Opening prayer:  John Matthews 

Minutes Review/Approval:  Changes were made to the minutes including the following 

in Para 4 – Should be Past President.  Eliminate comments about pain and suffering in 

selection/acceptance of President Elect for 2013, Para 5e – Added comment that general 

membership is invited to board meetings as observers, Para 7 – David Rogers proposed 

we table discussion today and follow up next month. 
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Treasurer’s Report:  Don Beus - Don Reported that four (4) scholarship recipients still 

remain to be paid.  Budget for general expenses reviewed and report was approved by the 

board.  Don also reported that twenty-three chapter members of record (23) still owe dues 

for 2013 year.  Forty-five (45) have paid to date. 

Past President Report:  Bob Thornley – Bob reported that Durant McArther is still not 

doing very well from surgery according to discussions with his wife, Virginia.  We need 

to keep him our prayers.  

President Elect Report:  Don Burton - Don briefly reported on the Area 13 & 14 

Training Meeting conducted by Stan Fisher, Area 14 Vice President.  Ten (10) members 

of the Cotton Mission Chapter attended. 

Calendar Items: 

 Executive Committee Meeting – 17 Dec 2012 @ 9:00AM 

 Dinner Meeting – 18 Dec 2012 @ 6:00PM – Christmas Program and 2012 

Board of Directors induction.   (ALL BOARD MEMBERS ARE REMINDED 

TO WEAR THEIR SUITS AND TIES. 

 Next BOD Meeting – 7 Jan 2012 @ 9:00AM 

Director of Technology Report:  Russ Bateman - Russ will prepare a power-point 

presentation of Chapter History including past Presidents, etc.  He also discussed 

recording problems during the dinner meetings and will work with David Summerhays so 

that newspaper articles can me written by Charles (Summerhays). 

Director Member Service Report:  Royce Griffin 

5. Royce continues his follow-up contacts efforts with potential new members as 

well as existing members.  Specific names discussed included Kent Macomb, 

David Evans, George Crosby, Carl Madsen, Keynes Thorne (Ernie will contact), 

George Miller and Joe Rondo (his wife recently passed away). 

6. The Dec dinner meeting program was submitted by Kay Brinkerhoff to Royce and 

in-turn provided to John Matthews. 

7. Royce also requested recommendations for future dinner meeting speakers.  A 

suggestion that President Anodal (Dixie State) and perhaps the Daughters of the 

Utah Pioneers might be considered. 

8. Royce also provided and updated membership roster for board members.  

Director of Communication Report:  David Summerhays – The recording from the 

November dinner meeting (Ron Esplin) was not good.  David and Charles are putting 

together information for an article for the paper. Pictures were provided by Bill Chapman 

that can be used. 

Director for Community Involvement Report:  Durant McArthur/Ernie Maes – 

Ernie was introduced and welcomed as the new Director for Community Involvement 

replacing Durant who will be President Elect for 2013.  Ernie will make contact with 

members of his committee. 

Director of Pioneer History Report – David Humphrey (Trek Committee Chairman) 

briefly met with Don to discuss Treks for 2013.  Preliminary plans for Mar 16 
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(Toroweap), May (Cotton Days & Mini-Trek on 18 May), Aug 10 or 17 (Mini-Trek) and 

Oct 10-12 (Hole-In-The-Rock) were discussed.  

Director of Trails & Landmarks – David Rogers   

3. The Confluence Park plaque installations have been completed.  Parker Roe 

(Eagle Scout) has completed his project. Applications have been sent to National 

SUP Office for assignment of Site Numbers for the four (4) plaques. 

4. After discussions with National SUP Office, it was decided Site Number do not 

need to be added on the plaques (8 each) installed on the Zion Bank Plaza since 

they are already recorded on the list of SUP historical sites. 

5. David also provided information on the Camp Lorenzo site potential as a 

historical designated location for a SUP monument/plaque.  He reported the 

difficulty in accessing the site because of the unimproved road.  As a result of his 

efforts to date, he recommended that the board develop criteria for “Siting SUP 

Monuments” including (1) Evidence of pioneer presence, (2) Established or 

proposed willingness to prepare ahistorical record (3) Public access by vehicle (4) 

Five sponsors (5) Maps, (6) Potential sources of funding.  After discussion, David 

recommended that the proposal to criteria be tabled until he could investigate 

additional criteria that the National SUP Office may already have in place.  After 

criteria are developed, action on the Camp Lorenzo monument potential will be 

further investigated. 

Other Business – John Matthews - Requested Don Burton provide 2013 

meeting/dinner/trek dates to Roland Lee for incorporation into the Dec Newsletter.  Also 

ask Roland to include statement that board members wear suits and ties to the Dec dinner 

for pictures and request Staheli”s to provide twelve (12) desserts for musical performers 

at the Dec dinner meeting. 

Closing Prayer: Royce Griffin  Adjourned: 10:30AM   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


