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The Mission of the National Society of the Sons 
of Utah Pioneers 

 
1. Come to know our fathers and turn our 

hearts to them by studying and becoming 
acquainted with each through the various 
events and activities of the SUP. 
 

2. Preserve the memory and heritage of the 
early pioneers of the Utah territory.  We 
honor the pioneers for their faith in God, 
devotion to family, loyalty to church and 
country, hard work, and service to others, 
courage in adversity, personal integrity, and 
the unyielding determination. 
 

3. Honor present-day pioneers worldwide in 
many walks of life who exemplify these same 
qualities of character. 
 

4. Teach these same qualities to the youth who 
will be tomorrow’s pioneers. 
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FOR THE YEAR 2018 
 
 
The new officers and board members for 2018 were installed at the Chapter Board Meeting on 
December 19, 2017. The board was installed by David Hinton, National Area Vice President for 
Area 13, Utah South.  The following officers and directors served during 2018: 
 
President:  Thad Stewart 
President Elect Lloyd Carter   
Past President:  Ralph Atkin   
Secretary:  Kevin Jenkins  
Treasurer:  Mel Duehlmeier & Nick Lang   
Director:  Max Turpin       Communications 
Director  Derek Rowley    Membership Retention 
Director:   Del Ray Hammons   Community Involvement 
Director:  Ralph Atkin      Development/Fundraising 
Director:  Brent Miner    Member Services 
Director:  Don Burton    Pioneer History 
Director:  Durant McArthur & Gene               Trails & Markers 
   Sturzenegger 
Area Vice President  David Hinton 
 

 
Officers, directors and committee chairman serving during the year contributed to the success of 
the chapter.   
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Twelve (12) monthly newsletters were published during the year (by Roland Lee) and describe 
the activities planned and conducted each month.  These newsletters form the basis of our 
annual report and are included following this brief introduction on pages 10 thru 69 
 
Copies of the Cotton Mission Chapter organizational chart are included in the January, February 
and March Newsletters.  A copy of the membership rosters was included in the January 
newsletter. 
 
Ten (10) board meetings were held during the year and copies of the minutes are included in 
Appendix A starting on page 70. 
 .   
Membership 
 
The year began with a total of ninety one (91) chapter members.  By the end of the year, a total 
of ninety five (95) members were enrolled.  Significant efforts by chapter members helped to 
update and correct the chapter roster and recruit new members.  Two (2) member passed away, 
three (3) moved or quit and nine (9) new members joined the chapter.  All members that were 
willing to serve in various capacities were assigned to committees. 
 
The chapter member passing away during the year were David Rogers & Sid Atkin who were 
both life-time members.  David & Sid were both memorialized by the chapter having their 
names placed on the National Sons of Utah Pioneers “In Memoriam” Board.  A copy of their 
Memoriam Certificates are included on pages 6 & 7 of this report and the obituaries are on 
pages 23 & 57 of the newsletters.  A citation for Roland Lee’s Modern Day Pioneer Award is 
included on pages 8 & 9. 
 
Monthly Chapter Meetings/Activities 
 
Formal Chapter Dinner Meetings were held on the third Tuesday of the month in January, 
February, April, May, June, August, September (2nd Wednesday), October, November and 
December.  A dinner was served and was usually accompanied by a pioneer moment-in-history 
and a program speaker.  The meetings were enjoyable, educational and informative.  Chapter 
Treks were held in March, August & October.  Other activities included the Cotton Day 
Celebrations (assisted by the local Daughters of the Utah Pioneers Camps), Scholarship Awards, 
4th Grade Essays presentations (copies of the 4th Grade contest winners are included in some 
monthly newsletters), a Regional Historic Symposium Co-Hosted by the Cotton Mission & 
Hurricane Valley Chapters under the direction of David Hinton, Area Vice-President, National 
Encampment in Cedar City in September and SUP Area Training in November.  Details of all 
activities are included in the Chapter Newsletter (pages 10 thru 69).  
 
Chapter Activity Highlights 
 
Dinner meeting speakers and participants included Wayne K Hinton (January), Lynne Clark 
(February), Scholarship Awardees (April), Scott & Mark Gubler (May) Jimmie Hughes (June), 
Mac J Hall (August), D. Glen Esplin (September Fund Raising Dinner for Scholarships), Dan & 
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Bunny McArthur (November) and our December Christmas Program with the Janet Labrum 
providing a special musical program.  Treks included visits to the Kanab & Fredonia area where 
we toured the Kanab Heritage Museum and Red Pueblo History Museum (March), the Castle 
Valley Pageant (August) and the Old Spanish Trail Tour (October).  Other significant activities 
included our scholarship program (ten $1000.00 scholarships were awarded (April), essay 
program (seven elementary schools with fourth graders participating (April/May), support of the 
annual Washington City Cotton Days Celebration (over 2000 second graders attending (April), 
the National SUP Encampment in Cedar City, Utah (September), and area training conducted by 
the Area Vice-President, David T Hinton (November).  The September dinner meeting raised 
funds for the high school scholarships.  All events are described in more detail in the applicable 
monthly newsletters. 
 
Max Turpin also created a “Virtual Cemetery” on Findagrave.com for Deceased SUP Members.  
See page 29 of March newsletter. 
 
Recognition of Charlie Clayton for his efforts in the Restoration of the Joseph Knight Home in 
Ninevah, New York is documented on pages 39 & 40 of this Chapter Report.  The Cotton 
Mission Chapter congratulates Charlie for his generous contribution to the restoration effort. 
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ROLAND L LEE, MODERN PIONEER 
COTTON MISSION CHAPTER, SONS OF UTAH PIONEERS 

 
CITATION: 

 
Roland L Lee is recognized as a Modern Pioneer for his many contributions to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, his family and ancestors, the 
community of St. George and Washington County, and the Cotton Mission 
Chapter and National Sons of the Utah Pioneers organizations.    
Roland would be the first to say that his family comes first.  As the father of five 
(5) children, Roland has been a hands-on family man along with Nellie both with 
his own children and with his grandchildren 
For Roland and Southern Utah, it was love at first sight.  As California teenagers, 
he and Nellie come to Southern Utah to help build a family cabin on the East Rim 
of Zions.  They have preserved the cabin for second and third generations to enjoy 
today.  Family vacations and work projects at “the cabin” have passed on a great 
love of God’s color country to his five children and spouses, his 29 grandchildren 
and to extended family and friends.  Of Zion Park, Roland said, “Zion National 
Park is a special subject of mine.  The first time I saw the place, I had an affinity 
for it.  The jagged cliffs and varied colors seemed to change at every turn, like a 
chameleon.  It’s almost as if God decided to have fun with this part of the planet, 
giving vent to his own artistic expression.” 
Many of us individually and as a community have benefitted from this unique 
interest and the result of his forty year career as a renowned artist that continues to 
this day.  Roland has a deep interest in history and uses his art to share his love for 
his pioneer ancestors that were among the original pioneer settlers of Utah.  He 
and Nellie continue to share the history of ancestors by research and digitizing 
histories that are provided to their extended families.   
Roland’s service in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints includes many 
Priesthood Leadership and teaching assignment that he has faithfully filled.  He 
has served in four bishopric’s either as counselor (with Bishop Thad Stewart) or as 
Bishop (Veyo Ward, Veyo 2nd Ward & YSA 4th Ward).  Other service includes 
Public Affairs, Primary Star A Teacher, Stake Executive Secretary, Ward Mission 
Leader, Young Men President & Advisor, High Councilor, Gospel Doctrine 
Teacher and Church Service Missionary Coordinator.  Roland & Nellie also 
served a Mission in Fresno California from January 2003 to July 2004. 
Roland’s service in the Cotton Mission Chapter of the Sons of the Utah Pioneer’s 
spans more than twelve years.  He has served in various positions including 
membership chairman, President Elect, President and Past President. His service 
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as Chapter President in 2010 occurred when the National SUP Convention was 
held in St. George.  He was also serving as Bishop of the YSA Ward at the same 
time.  He is serving as the Cotton Mission Chapter Newsletter Director and has 
done for the past 7 1/2 years.  The monthly Cotton Mission Newsletter is viewed 
by members throughout the entire SUP National organization as the benchmark 
and has been copied by other chapters.  This Newsletter documents all monthly 
activities scheduled as well as the previous activities completed.  Our Chapter 
members look forward to the publication monthly.  Roland also serves on the 
National SUP Trail Marker staff where he compiles other chapter monthly reports 
for publication in the Trail Marker. 
 
His list of goods deeds is long and varied and he has touched the lives of many in 
so many different areas it is hard to imagine how he has found the time and energy 
to accomplish so much.  He has done so many things in a silent, even anonymous 
manner that no one even knows about.  Many have been the recipient of his “last 
dollar” or dedicated moment of his time.  He is to be commended for doing much 
more than he has ever been asked to do without seeking any recognition or reward 
of any kind.  His is truly a living example of Christ-like” service and a modern day 
pioneer. 
 
It is our pleasure to recognize Roland L Lee as our modern day pioneer and 
present the Cotton Mission Chapter, Sons of Utah Pioneers, modern day Pioneer 
Award to him. 
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SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
January 3, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Area VP David Hinton, Lloyd Carter, 
Kevin Jenkins, Gene Stutzenegger, Brent Miner, Mel Duehlmeier, DelRay Hammon, 
Don Burton and Derek Rowley. 
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  
[1a.] Mel offered opening prayer.  
 
2. Treasurer's report. Mel: In the general account, the inflow was $1,764.09. Outflow 
was $1,406.66. We have $1,474 in transactions from 2017 that haven't yet cleared, 
largely because of Golden Corral. They charged us $1,224 for the December dinner; 
we brought in $1,024 so there was a $200 deficit, but considering that we had the band 
there performing for us as part of that expense we came out pretty well. The ending 
balance was $11,899.69.  
[2a.] Mel: The scholarship account brought in $24 during the dinner. We have one 
outstanding scholarship check to pay for $1,000 that will probably be redeemed with 
the new school semester. Total currently is $46,852.13. Ralph: We brought in one 
$20,000 check that we had to take back to fix because of who it was addressed to. 
Thad: Sid Atkin is a wonderful friend to all of us and a great man.  
[2b.] On motion, board unanimously APPROVES the treasurer's report.  
 
3. National chapter. David notes that the news this morning announced that LDS 
church President Thomas S. Monson died last night. Thad: We all ought to follow his 
example of service.  
[3a.] Thad: The symposium up north has been getting some good press. Dave shows 
the program agenda for the planned symposium down here. Thad agrees to give one of 
the prayers. Dave: We'll have incredible speakers. We need to get it advertised as well 
as we can. And we really need to hold out for no funerals that day, because there's no 
other place we can hold this. Hyrum Smith was thrilled to be included; thankfully I got 
around his son who was trying to charge us a speaker's fee. Aside from Wayne, Jim 
Rhodes will speak. My brother Don will talk about how the church is growing in China. 
And Monty Holm has just returned from serving as a mission president in South 
Carolina; he's from Colorado City. Thad: He just got called as stake president. Dave: 
I'm hoping we can get the Hurricane chapter to help with some of the setup details. And 
I've talked to Kanab. I haven't been able to get a return call from the Dixie Encampment 
chapter. Thad: We'll need some coordination as we watch to see how many people 
come; there could be a lot of tables to set up, etc. DISCUSSION about logistics. Dave 
doesn't know if there is any way to record the speakers, but there's apparently 
equipment in the building and Dave says he's in favor of recording the program and 
posting it for viewers online. Although people are paying to get in, that's primarily 
because of the dinner so Dave doesn't see any reason to worry about getting to see the 
speakers for free afterward.  



72 
 

[3b.] Dave: The national chapter presidents meeting will take place Feb. 24 up in Salt 
Lake. The national office felt like last year's meeting was really successful with the 
wives there; they got a lot of feedback. I left a message with President VanRoosendaal 
to see who all they want there. They definitely want the presidents and president-
elect’s, but I don't know if they'll want the other members of the Executive Committee.  
 
4. President's report. Thad: The dinner was well attended last month; I think we had 
something like 96 people there. We set up a couple of extra tables and it looked like 
there were only a few empty chairs. As always, Ralph did a little something extra for the 
dinner with the table decorations, if you noticed. DISCUSSION about the music group 
that performed and the good quality of their presentation.  
[4a.] David: I appreciated the printed program that was passed out at the dinner. Thad: 
Thanks to Kevin, our secretary, for doing that. He was there for the dinner but usually 
isn't able to make it because of his church youth responsibilities. He's a bit of an 
unsung hero behind the scenes.  
[4b.] Thad: Thanks also to Gene, who is enthusiastically beginning to fill his 
responsibilities as Trails and Landmarks chairman.  
 
5. Past President's report. Ralph introduces Brent Miner, who's at the meeting for the 
first time in his capacity as Member Services director. Brent and Ralph have a long-
time acquaintance and Brent is someone who knows the community well after a 
longtime broadcast career. You need to know a lot of people to be able to do that job 
well and take over from Lloyd. Thad: Welcome to the board.  
 
6. Treks. Don: I don't have much information about the Kane County trek coming up. 
David Humphrey handles that and isn't here. He'll be leaving in April for a six-month 
mission to Nauvoo, so we need to get a co-chairman in place who can take care of 
things. Gene: I can tell you about the trek. Last week I drove over there to get an idea 
of what the trek would be like. Both the museums in Kanab and Fredonia were closed. I 
got contact information for the Kanab museum, which won't open until the spring. My 
friend knows the owner of the Fredonia one; most of the artifacts there come from his 
property. I stopped at one building there that was open -- the people who were there 
said that if we want to come out as a group, they'll dress in period costumes for us. 
Also, someone here mentioned Jackson Flats out that direction. David: They have a 
brand new reservoir out there they've created, but it wasn't the reservoir I thought you'd 
like to see -- there's an Indian kiva they've got that's interesting. They say it's the 
largest ever discovered in the United States. Gene: I also went up through Moccasin. 
They've got some new historical markers there. Then I came back through Zion 
National Park. I saw a few deer and a whole bunch of buffalo. Thad: So Pipe Spring 
would also be open? That would be a good all-day trek for us.  
[6a.] Don: Since Bunk is "retired" from the presidency, he might be a good person to 
work on the treks committee. David Humphrey has done a good job; he'll just be gone 
six months. Thad: Treks don't just enhance our appreciation of our history, they give us 
a good opportunity to get to know each other. But David Humphrey did suggest two 
people as his replacement -- Richard McDowell, a snowbird, and Royce Griffin. Ralph: 
Royce would be good. Thad: Maybe we can talk about them at the Executive 
Committee meeting and make a recommendation for the board.  
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7. History. Don: I scanned the memorial certificate for Lerue Winget. That should go to 
Bunk. Ralph: He had one copy and somehow it got left on the table at the dinner, and it 
disappeared. We never were able to find it. Dave asks Don or someone who has a 
digital copy of it to email it to him. Dave: You have to be careful. Over in Kanab there 
are people who've received them multiple times because the certificate kept getting 
lost. Don: I'll get a copy of it to Derek, anyway.  
[7a.] Don: The FamilySearch genealogy center will be expanding its hours. Some 
people said it would be nice for it to be open for Family Home Evening, and they're 
going to do that, but just for the Discovery Center. It will be open from 5 to 8 p.m. on 
Monday nights, beginning next week. Then they'll be open for the Young Single Adults 
from 8 to 9 p.m. 
[7b.] Don: I'm in the middle of compiling the annual history report to submit. It always 
seems like a chore, but once I get the minutes and the newsletter in it comes together 
pretty easily. 
 
8. Membership. Don: Some of you may remember Alan Hackworth. He's a life member 
but he backed out of active membership a few years ago because of some displeasure 
with our dinner event. But he told me he's going to reactivate his membership and get 
involved. So we should be getting local dues from him. Mel mentions other members 
who have died, moved or withdrawn their memberships.  
 
9. Development (and Communications). Thad: We talked about a new award to 
recognize members of the community, but Kevin had a question about whether we 
were duplicating an award we've already been giving out. We asked him to research 
that. Kevin: Yes. The issue is we proposed calling this the Modern-day Pioneer award. 
But we have an existing Modern-day Pioneer award we've been issuing every year 
except this last one -- we didn't do it in 2017. The minutes tell who the most recipients 
were. (Secretary's note: The information is in the Executive Committee meeting 
minutes, not in the previous Board minutes, so we couldn't find the information at hand. 
But the 2016 award recipient was David Rogers; Lerue Winget was honored in 2015.) 
The Modern-day Pioneer Award has primarily recognized members of the chapter, 
although we've proposed recognizing people who aren't members of the chapter also. 
As Ralph explained the award at the Executive Committee meeting, he wants this to 
focus on people in the community who aren't chapter members, so we need to decide if 
we're coming up with a new award that will have a different name, or what. Ralph: This 
came from Derek, so maybe we can have him explain the idea. But my thought is we 
should honor people new to the community who have the spirit of the pioneers. Derek 
EXPLAINS foundation of the idea, arising from Doug Alder's oral history project for 
Dixie State University and his book that was published recently. Derek: I could see that 
oral history program faltering in the near future, because Doug isn't going to be around 
forever. It would be nice to keep oral histories of people who are first generation 
Southern Utahan’s, collected now while those people are alive instead of trying to 
compose histories at some point down the road after they're gone. This is a period of 
explosive growth, and there are people with some fascinating stories coming here to 
live. Ralph: This would be people like Stephen Wade, who isn't from here but has 
certainly made a big impact on the community. Derek: I think this could be a defining 
project for the SUP; collecting those oral histories could bring a lot of attention to us 
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and could bring in a younger generation of members. Ralph: Jack Thorpe would be a 
natural for that kind of a job because of his FBI / CIA experience. He has technical 
equipment and expertise. Brent would be good, too, but we've got him on another 
project. Dave: I'd like Derek to call the national office and explain his vision to the 
current president. I think national would love it. Derek: Think of the Polynesian 
community that's come to town during this generation. There are a lot of first-generation 
members we could talk to now who are in their 40s or 50. There's something about that 
history that speaks to the soul. We could get high school kids to help with the project. 
Thad: The community has changed a lot since I came to town as the only person who 
didn't have a family heritage here at the time. There's also the question of what to do 
with the content -- will we be able to get permission to publish the interviews on our 
website? If they say no, we can at least maintain an index of the people whose 
histories we have. Kevin: Lane Ronnow, who was a candidate for mayor just last year, 
has been doing this type of work with his "A Story to Tell" series on the Internet. He 
might even be a candidate for chapter recruitment. He's been doing those interviews for 
quite some time, just sitting with local news makers to talk about themselves for the 
Internet show. Ralph: Who could we suggest to handle this? Derek: It seems to me it 
wouldn't take much for a person to learn to do it. I think it would be good to have a 
chairman in charge. Ralph moves that we create a new board position to oversee Oral 
History effort. Board APPROVES motion by unanimous vote. Derek: It would be 
valuable to have the new chairman meet with Doug Alder for some training.  
 
10. Calendar. Thad: It appears that our January speaker is going to be duplicating his 
presentation at the symposium in March. Lloyd: I told Wayne Hinton not to give us the 
same presentation, but he said he could make his presentation at our dinner about 
John D. Lee as a human being. I thought that would be interesting. Dave: That would 
be a good setup for the symposium in March, where he'll talk about the Mountain 
Meadow Massacre. Thad: That would kind of give us exclusive background to 
appreciate the symposium better.  
 
11. Trails and Landmarks. Gene: I've been talking to Kent McComb about places to 
do trail projects. I think he and Durant have been scouting Hebron.  
[11a.] Gene: We need to add Rob Felch to the organizational chart for the Trails 
committee.  
 
12. Dinners. Brent: We have a speaker for the January dinner, right? Is there one for 
Feb. 20? Lloyd: No. DISCUSSION about getting additional speakers. Dan McArthur, 
Lyman Hafen mentioned as possibilities. Brent will take over Bunk's dinner calling 
assignment.  
 
13. Community Involvement. DelRay: Things are moving along, but I don't have 
anything new to report.  
 
14. Close at 10:17 a.m.  
[14a.] Brent offered the closing prayer. 
 
15. Secretary's note: Following the close of the meeting, David fulfilled the swearing in 
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of those officers who weren't at last month's dinner. And the chapter presidency met to 
complete the annual audit of the treasurer's records.  
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
February 5, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Area VP David Hinton, Don Burton, 
Max Turpin, Brent Miner, Gene Stutzenegger, Mel Duehlmeier and Roy Taylor. 
Secretary Kevin Jenkins appeared by phone. 
 
Excused: DelRay Hammon and Derek Rowley. 
 
Key activity:  
• Board approved adding a $2,000 scholarship for students who will attend Southern 
Virginia University. 
• Board approved continuing to offer a scholarship to a SUCCESS Academy student. 
• The board discussed concerns about potential tax liability of maintaining too high a 
balance in the scholarship account and suggested setting up a trust account for an 
expected large donation to avoid having it weigh on the chapter's account balance. 
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:09 a.m.  
[1a.] Max offered opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary's report. Minutes from January minutes unanimously APPROVED on 
motion and second. 
 
3. Scholarships and Treasurer's report. Roy Taylor addresses issues with 
SUCCESS Academy and Charlie Clayton scholarship. Roy: For years, we have 
provided a college scholarship to a student at each participating high school in the 
county. We added the SUCCESS Academy charter school consequent to donations 
from our member Charlie Clayton that he wanted to see bless those students. There 
are several other charter schools in the area that we don't serve. Questions have arisen 
about whether we want to continue funding the SUCCESS Academy, if we want to do it 
through inclusion with the district high schools, and if that opens the door to begin 
offering scholarship to other charter schools. The SUCCESS Academy has already 
applied for a scholarship this year, so the board's decision today will not affect that. 
Charlie has expressed that his hearing problems make it unpleasant for him to come to 
the dinners, so he's going to quit coming and he wants to take the funds he's given us 
and reapply them to other worthwhile purposes. He asked me to check and see how 
much is in his account. I wasn't sure how to answer that, but I ultimately told him I'd 
check and see how much he has donated but that those funds go into scholarships not 
into an account for him. I think he wants to know how he can support other people in 
his neighborhood. I think the SUCCESS Academy would be a worthy recipient but I 
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think the candidates need to go through the normal selection process for selection. 
Thad: Because of Roland Lee's friendship with Charlie, maybe we could ask him to sit 
down with Charlie and explain what we're doing. Mel: The reason we began offering a 
scholarship to the SUCCESS Academy is Charlie asked for it specifically and we 
agreed to cater to his wishes on that. If Charlie withdraws his support, we'll be short a 
thousand dollars of what we're getting. Kevin: My memory is the same as Mel's -- we 
did tell Charlie that we would allow him to handpick candidates for the SUCCESS 
Academy scholarship he's funding. So we've made an agreement with him.  Thad: I 
think we need to stick to our agreement with Charlie. We'll make this a matter for 
discussion at our Executive Committee meeting. Kevin: I'll research the history of the 
agreement if you like. Upon a motion by Ralph Atkin and second by Don Burton to 
jointly approve a scholarship for SUCCESS Academy students and the scholarship 
discussed below in item [3a.], the board unanimously APPROVED the motion. 
(Secretary's note: In form, the motion to approve a SUCCESS Academy scholarship 
does not appear to change anything regarding the scholarship that already exists. The 
additional questions Roy raised about the selection process and opening the door to 
other charter schools were not addressed in the motion.)  
[3a.] In addition, we've discussed expanding the scholarships to provide money for 
students who want to go to Southern Virginia University following the dinner speaker 
from there who addressed us recently. Ralph: We're interested in sending students to 
that university specifically, and had discussed providing a $2,000 scholarship to it 
instead of the $1,000 we've been providing generally. DISCUSSION. Roy: We're 
seeing other entities now offering scholarships of $1,000 or more. We used to be a 
leader in terms of what we were providing, but not so much anymore. What does set us 
apart is that candidates for the other scholarships often have to be in an ethnic group, 
or competing against a statewide or national pool. For our organization, local students 
numerically stand better odds, and we need to emphasize that. The Hurricane chapter 
gets a lot of attention from the school district and it only has two schools that it provides 
scholarships to. When we invite school counselors to our dinner, they get a better 
chance to see what we're doing. A lot of students may not be paying attention to us by 
the time they scan down the list of scholarship opportunities to the "S" category, but 
Dixie High School has said it's going to rearrange that list by theme instead of 
alphabetically. A lot of students are being too lazy to go after the money. Personally, I 
have no problem expanding the program. Raising the scholarship amount to $2,000 
would be a bold move, but it might be appropriate for us to do. The scholarship is for 
one year; for someone going to SVU there'd need to be some follow-up to see if they 
can receive the scholarship the second, third and fourth years. Right now we're paying 
out $8,000 a year in scholarships total (We had nine scholarships last year). Ralph: We 
raised $10,000 at last year's fundraising dinner alone, and we have another $20,000 
donation we're expecting once the check information is corrected. Mel: We brought in 
$54 for the scholarship fund in January, which has us at about $46,906 in the account 
currently, $6,000 of which is committed to recipients who haven't claimed it yet. Thad: 
The scholarship recipients often come from some pretty troubling backgrounds, too, so 
there's more than just the money at stake. Mel notes that the University of Utah divided 
one scholarship recipient's $1,000 between the two semesters without our permission, 
so he had to write them a letter explaining the funds needed to all be disbursed to the 
student at the start of the semester. Upon a motion by Ralph Atkin to jointly approve a 
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$2,000 scholarship for Southern Virginia University students and continue the 
SUCCESS Academy scholarship discussed above in item 3. the board unanimously 
APPROVED the motion.  
[3b.] The board had a brief DISCUSSION about what the just-approved motion 
indicates regarding the chapter's yearly commitment and about the balance in the 
scholarship account. For clarification, the April 2017 minutes indicate we had nine 
$1,000 scholarships to award but that Tuacahn did not apply, reducing the number to 
eight. There was also discussion about how to award the Belliston Foundation special 
scholarship, which historically has gone to Millcreek High in addition to the Millcreek 
scholarship, because Millcreek only had two applicants in 2017 and thus we'd have 
been guaranteeing both applicants a scholarship. The board discussed awarding the 
Belliston scholarship to any school instead of just Millcreek, but there was not motion 
approved to do so. The currently approved motion adds one more scholarship, which is 
worth $2,000. So the chapter has a commitment to begin paying $11,000 per year in 
scholarships, although Roy says there are only 10 scholarships being awarded this 
year (so did Tuacahn not submit again? Or have we dropped Millcreek?). David 
reminds the chapter (as previously mentioned in December) that there is a $50,000 
limit on the amount the chapter can keep in the account. If a balance that high is 
maintained for three years, the chapter will have to pay taxes on it. Mel: We had 
discussed creating a separate savings account to accommodate that. David: The 
$50,000 is a total between all the accounts. Mel: Well we're there now. Ralph: I'm 
thinking about putting this big donation from my brother into a trust so it's separated 
from the donating family and supplies a set amount to the Cotton Mission account each 
year without being registered as a chapter account. David: That might work. David 
thanks the chapter for its generosity in helping students.  
[3c.] Mel: Wrapping up the bank account reports, in the general fund we have 
$11,966.12. We brought in $1,121 and spent $1,109 on the dinner. We're about $1,000 
below where we were last year; we've been doing a good job of maintaining an even 
level. I've sent out notices for dues from people who joined last year, but I haven't 
received a good response. Some people thought they paid for two years. David notes 
that the dues carry over to the following year if they were paid after July. David also 
notes that national dues are now $25 for members 55 and younger; still $50 for those 
who are older. They experimented with that last year in four chapters and had better-
than-expected success. Mel: I've already sent out the notices for this year.  
 
4. Calendar and Dinner Meetings. Thad discusses upcoming calendar. We had 91 
people at the last dinner. Ralph talked with Jon Green, who used to tour with the 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir. He may be one of our dinner Moment in History sketches, 
doesn't want to give a full speaker presentation. He can do the brief sketch for April's 
meeting. If he's willing, he can sing as part of that sketch with Lloyd accompanying him. 
Thad: Our next dinner meeting will be to present the scholarships; there won't be a 
speaker. We need a speaker for the May dinner still. There will be no meetings in July. 
DISCUSSION about dinner menu variety. 
[4a.] DISCUSSION about setup needs for the March symposium. Thad: At our dinner 
meeting, we'll invite anyone who can to help us with the setup. Our group isn't the most 
able-bodied. David: We won't create a ticket; to save money, we'll just have a list we 
can check off as they arrive. Mel is going to put the funds for the symposium into the 
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scholarship account rather than create a new account; he can keep track of the specific 
uses. Thad: The funds have to be in by Feb. 27. Mel doesn't have a way to deal with 
credit cards, so the national office will handle that and send him the cash (receipt?). 
Dave will follow up with the speakers to see if there are any special audio / visual 
needs to accommodate. Mel notes that some people attending the symposium aren't 
paying for the dinner, amid DISCUSSION about logistics for moving between lectures 
and dinner. Thad: After it's done, we'll need to clean the building. We'll look into the 
possibility of having the Boy Scouts help us out with some of those setup and take 
down needs. This month's dinner reminder calls will include a reminder about the 
symposium.  
 
5. National Office. David reminds Executive Committee members that the national 
office will host the annual chapter presidency meeting on Feb. 24 in Salt Lake, for the 
current, past and incoming presidents of the chapters.  
 
6. Treks. Gene discusses plans for the upcoming trek to Kane County. Gene: There 
are two museums we'll be visiting in Fredonia and Kanab. They would normally be 
closed when we're going, but they've agreed to open for us. I've also outlined some 
places people can visit during the hour and a half we break to have lunch wherever 
they want, they just need to be in Fredonia by 1:15. I plan to email everyone the plans. 
It will be a long day. Thad: But we have the option of leaving early if we want. Don 
hands Gene copies of other suggested trek descriptions.  
 
7. Membership. Thad notes Bunk Robinson is having some health difficulties. Mel: 
David Rogers is not doing well at all. They had to take him off chemo because his other 
organs were shutting down. (Secretary's note: David passed away Feb. 15.) Thad: 
William Green just got out of the hospital after having surgery.  
[7a.] Thad asks about whether we know who the life members are, and if we could note 
who they are on the membership roster. Mel and national have lists. David will get an 
up-to-date list and send it to Mel.  
 
8. Close at 10:35 a.m.  
[8a.] Dave offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
March 5, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Lloyd Carter, Area VP David Hinton, 
Max Turpin, DelRay Hammon, Gene Stutzenegger and Mel Duehlmeier. Secretary 
Kevin Jenkins appeared by phone. 
Excused: Brent Miner and Don Burton. 
Key activity:  
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• The chapter will establish a third bank account as a savings account, which will serve 
to receive large donations for scholarships.  
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  
[1a.] DelRay offered opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary's report. Minutes from February unanimously APPROVED on motion and 
second. Thad: Thanks to Kevin for his effort in preparing a report on the board's history 
in working with Charlie Clayton and his scholarship donations. It was very helpful in 
trying to decide how to deal with Charlie's recent concerns about his donations. I went 
to ask Roland Lee for Charlie's phone number, and found out he and Charlie have 
been friends since school, and that Charlie had just left Roland's house shortly before I 
arrived. Roland said if Charlie had any distaste for the SUP and its scholarship fund, 
Roland would be the first to know. Rather, he believes the chapter "is in good standing" 
with Charlie and in light of that I think we can cease our worries and let the issue Roy 
Taylor raised last month well enough alone. Charlie did attend the last dinner, and I 
think he's considering a cochlear implant or some similar type of surgery to improve his 
hearing.  
 
3. Treasurer's report. Mel: The general fund has $14,804.04 in it. We spent $994 on 
the dinner and brought in $956, so we lost a little money on that one. Charlie Clayton 
donated $500 to the scholarship account, bringing the total of his donations during the 
past year to $1,500 and the overall total in the account to $47,406.13. Ralph: Sid 
Atkin's $20,000 contribution is still awaiting a corrected check. They thought it would be 
an easy fix, but there's a little bit involved in the process. David: I would suggest 
contacting the national office for advice on how to handle that much money. Mel: I see 
that the audit form anticipates three potential chapter accounts -- the general account, 
the scholarship account and a savings account. DISCUSSION (and discussion of gold 
exploration history in the region). Motion and second with unanimous APPROVAL to 
put Sid's large donation into a savings account, which still needs to be set up. David: 
Mel needs to be commended. The Cotton Mission chapter probably stands among the 
best of all the chapters in the SUP financially and everything. Thad: Mel really did a 
good job of representing our chapter at David Rogers' funeral a few weeks ago. He was 
a good example of how two friends treat each other. 
 
4. Calendar and Dinner Meetings. DISCUSSION of last month's dinner and last 
week's regional symposium. David: You guys are in a good position. I've been over to 
the Red Rock chapter and they struggle to find dinner speakers, their numbers have 
dropped by half and they're aging out, which makes everything difficult. Thad: There 
will be no dinner in March. I think we should reach out through our calling lists to 
remind people about the trek to Kane County sites this month. One of the benefits is 
the opportunity for association among us. I think we can have a meeting place and ride 
together, taking fewer cars. Maybe people could even change cars they're riding in part 
way through just to get acquainted with more people. Gene: Durant McArthur and his 
wife will meet the rest of us at Moccassin.  
[4a.] Thad: The April dinner will be the scholarship award presentation meeting. I've 
asked Ralph to be the presenter -- normally it would be Bunk, but I understand he isn't 
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doing very well at the moment. I should follow up and make sure that's still the 
situation. Jon Green said he will be happy to introduce himself as a sort of new 
member Moment in History presentation -- do we want to do that at the scholarship 
dinner? Ralph: That would be a good way to tell the scholarship students the type of 
work we're doing. Thad asks Lloyd to play a couple of numbers on the piano as well. 
David: That song "Are You From Dixie?" that we did the other night is a classy one. 
Thad / Ralph: We need to have everyone learn it, especially since former Mayor Dan 
McArthur will be returning from his mission this summer. He promoted that song, and 
got the Mormon Tabernacle Choir to sing it on one of their visits down here. Gene: The 
only problem is that the spouse of one of our members is from Cedar City. 
REMINISCENCES by the board about Cedar City / Hurricane rivalries of yore with St. 
George.  
[4b.] Thad: The May 15 dinner meeting doesn't have an announced speaker yet. We'd 
like to focus on making that a member recruiting dinner and invite our friends to it.  
 
5. Communications. Thad: Jerry Johnson is still preparing reports on our dinner 
meetings. The Spectrum won't publish them anymore, but we've talked about being 
able to publish them online. This month's is on the webpage. David: You could 
advertise that on Facebook and get it out to a lot of people.  
[5a.] Max clarifies the prior proposal to create a virtual cemetery of SUP members 
online. It follows the model of sites like FindAGrave.com, which has millions of 
memorials from around the country online. Right now there are six memorials of our 
SUP members linked on our site there from FindAGrave.com, the most recent being 
David Rogers. There are a lot of chapter members who have died during the past 20 
years whom we could memorialize there, showing their grave sites all in one location. 
Thad: Perhaps you could call Roland and have him include that in the newsletter. Or 
Derek. It's just another means of paying our respects to our members.  
 
6. Scholarships. There are some questions about the Belliston scholarship award. 
Ralph: My understanding is they've cut $500 off the $1,000 we've been getting each 
year, but I don't remember where I heard that. Ralph will ask Roy Taylor to look into it.  
 
7. Membership. Thad asks the board to review the organizational chart at their 
convenience just to ensure if anything needs to be updated. DISCUSSION about 
members on the roster who haven't been paying their dues. Thad will ask Derek 
Rowley to help resolve their member status. Also discussion about people who may be 
joining the chapter. Mel: The national chapter sends us its list of people who have paid 
their lifetime dues, but if they aren't paying their local dues I've been writing them off 
our list. David: National has experimented with three chapters up north, not only 
sending them notices to pay national dues but also to pay their local dues. The 
percentage of response has been phenomenal, and returns have been earlier than they 
had been previously. National could collect both sets of dues and just send a check 
back to the chapter if you like. Mel: That would take a lot of the work out of the 
situation, but it would also remove the personal touch.  
[7a.] Mel: Just for the board's information, Royce Griffin's mother died Saturday. He 
attended the symposium, but was still a bit shaken up.  
8. National chapter. David: I thought the symposium was a magnificent success, and I 
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know some of you have said the same thing. People from all over have sent me 
messages about how much they enjoyed it. We didn't just have five speakers, we had 
five different styles of speakers who all presented their subjects in different manners 
and kept things interesting. Ralph: Two of them were Hintons. David: If national had its 
way, there would have been three because they wanted me to talk about my time at the 
Vatican. I got out of that, but I will be talking about it in Kanab next month. Mel probably 
had the hardest job of anyone in getting things ready. We had some really good 
support from up north, and they will be doing something similar in May that it would be 
good for Southern Utah to support. I told the officers in Salt Lake that we have 
members who drive more than 300 miles to attend the meetings they hold up there and 
it would be good for them to come down and support us, so it was good that they did 
that for this symposium. DISCUSSION of some miscellaneous symposium expenses to 
be dealt with. Mel will make a check out to David's neighbor, Sister Woodbury, for the 
cloth things she made for people to sit on -- she put in over 100 hours doing that. Etc. 
You could also donate something to the Hurricane chapter if you want to thank them for 
their help. I made a recording of the speakers that I will provide to your chapter. Ralph: 
David brought in a tremendous group of speakers, and all of them mentioned his name 
and their association with him. DISCUSSION about symposium speakers' backgrounds 
and participation. Mel makes a motion to give someone (Sister Woodbury?) an extra 
$100, noting that we made almost as much money during the final two days before the 
symposium as we had brought in prior to that time. APPROVED unanimously after a 
second. 
[8a.] David: You should know that I'm recommending Derek as a national president-
elect. I hope you don't mind, but national needs his skills. That doesn't mean he'll get 
the position, but I'm recommending him. They're changing the way they choose 
national presidents-elect -- they're going to search throughout the entire organization.  
 
9. Community involvement. DelRay: The deadline for the school essay funds will be 
coming up pretty quickly. Do I just get hold of Mel for that? DISCUSSION. 
 
10. President's report. Thad gives an emotional closing reading from member and 
symposium speaker Hyrum Smith's book about being invited to speak in New York City 
with Stephen Covey in the wake of 9/11 in an attempt to help survivors heal and go 
forward. Ralph: Some of our members may not be aware that Thad's Sunday 
(yesterday) didn't quite go as planned. He passed out in the middle of the opening song 
at church with a seizure and had to be rushed to the hospital. Fortunately, he was OK. 
Thad: I've had four of those in 79 years.  
 
11. Close at 10:25 a.m.  
[11a.] Mel offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cotton Mission Chapter: Board of Directors Agenda 
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Minutes of March Board Meeting read and approved 
Present: Thad Stewart, David Hinton, Lloyd Carter, Mel Duehlmeier, Delray Hammons, 
Brent Miner, Derek Rowley, Don Burton 
Excused: Kevin Jenkins, Ralph Atkin, Gene Stutzenegger, Max Turpin 
 
FINANCIAL REPORT:   
General Account: $2215 brought in through Symposium, $11,982 in account. 
Scholarship Fund: $20,000 check from Sid Atkin.  $67,000+ in account.  We owe 
$5,000 to outstanding missionaries; $8,000 will be paid out to recipients this year; 
$2,000 to Southern Virginia University recipients 
Discussion on opening a savings account.  Mel to discuss with National SUP.  A check 
to National was sent for Symposium. 
 
 
CALENDAR 
•    1.  Review Kanab Trek 

•    A.  Great trek: good turnout  
•    2.  April 17th Dinner Meeting:  Discussion on how the program is managed and 

presented. 
•    A.  Scholarship Dinner, no speaker 
•    B.  Allow for 4 additional attendees for each scholarship recipient 
•    C.  Lloyd Carter to provide entertainment 
•    D.  Ralph Atkin to present awards 

•    3.  May 15th Dinner Meeting 
•    A.  Speakers: Scott & Mark Gubler on old world Book of Mormon sites in 

Yemen, Land Bountiful 
•    4.  June 19th Dinner Meeting 

•    A.  Membership Drive.  All Members to make invitation.   
•    B.  There needs to be a focus in the meeting on introducing the Chapter, 

our values and what we are about  
•    5.  July - No Meetings 
•    6.  August 21 Dinner Meeting 

•    A.  Dan McArthur? 
•    7.  September 18th 

•    A.  Hyrum/Gail Smith fundraiser 
•    B.  Susan Eastman Black? 

•    8.  July 16th: Super Duper Days 
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   
1.    •   Acknowledge Sid & May Anne Atkins generous contribution to scholarship 

fund 
2.    •   Don Burton: Has CDs of pictures, History of Temple Trail project, maps, 

belonging to Trails & Landmarks Committee. How should these be stored and 
handled. 

A.    ◦   Derek Rowley took CD's of photos for inclusion on website, Facebook. 
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B.    ◦   Gene Stutzenegger to review files. 
3.    •   Treks. Don brought up that there needs to be someone assigned to be in 

charge of Treks, Cotton Days, etc. 
A.    ◦   Royce Griffin to take over for Dave Humphries 

4.    •   Derek Rowley requested that we put the Oral History program on the next 
agenda. 

 
COTTON DAYS: April 23-26th 
•    •   Dean has indicated that he will work on getting carriages, etc. to the grounds. 
•    •   Set up on Saturday April 21st. 
 
MEMBER NOTES: 
•    •   Dean Terry suffered a heart attack. 
•    •   Memorium for David Rogers sent in by Don Burton.  To be presented to Sis. 

Rogers by Don Burton in next meeting 
•    •   Associate Members for widows is $20 per year.  Don Burton made motion that 

the Chapter pay widows dues; Delray Hammons seconded.  Motion Passed 
unanimously.  Don Burton 

◦    ◦   Recent Widows:  Tammy Rogers, Sue Bues, Shawna Niederhauser 
 
Closing Prayer: Delray Hammons 
 
 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
May 7, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Lloyd Carter, Area VP David Hinton, 
Max Turpin, Don Burton and Mel Duehlmeier. Secretary Kevin Jenkins appeared by 
phone. 
 
Excused: DelRay Hammon. 
 
Key activity:  
• Agreed to eliminate participation certificates for fourth grade student essays and focus 
on top five achievers per class.  
 
(Secretary’s note: Technical difficulties at both ends of the conference call may have 
prevented me from providing a complete or entirely accurate set of minutes this month. 
What follows is the information I was able to put together.) 
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:14 a.m.  
[1a.] Max offered the opening prayer.  
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2. Secretary's report. Minutes from February unanimously APPROVED on motion and 
second by Max and Lloyd. 
 
3. Treasurer's report. Mel: We came up short on last month’s scholarship dinner 
budget line — We brought in $1,273 but it cost us $1,440.75. We anticipated 117 
people but there were only 93 there. We paid for 36 guests — nine scholarship 
recipients plus three of their guests apiece. We received $3,091 for the scholarship 
fund. $1,871 of it came in thanks to the generosity of Charlie Clayton and Don. We 
ended with $11,819.39 in the general account, $67,637.78 in the scholarship account. 
 
4. Cotton Days review. Don: We’ve got the pattern down for setting up our booths for 
the elementary school tours, but I’m worn out. We just struggle to get enough bodies to 
do the work. The trouble isn’t so much lifting things as having to push. We had about 
2,000 students come through on Thursday, just under 2,300 students on the other day. 
I thought it was interesting that the kids from the public school system were better 
behaved than the charter schools, according to the people volunteering. This year we 
only had one station, instead of the two we usually set up. 
 
5. Scholarships and Essays. DISCUSSION of the fourth grade essay program. Mel: 
We get almost 100 participants, but do we want to hand out an award for participation 
or just to the top winners? Thad: The participation certificates are handed out by the 
teachers in class, not at the assembly. Brother Bentley felt there wasn’t justification for 
having that many certificates if it dilutes the achievement of the winners. Mel: We need 
to clarify for next year what we’re going to do. PROPOSED and ACCEPTED that we 
honor the five winners from each class but do away with the participation certificates. 
Thad: Some of the teachers don’t care at all as it is. DISCUSSION about ways to get 
teachers more interested. 
 
6. Dinners. Thad: Scott and Mark Gubler will talk May 15 about archaeological 
exploration in the Middle East at what is believed to be the historical location of 
Bountiful mentioned by Nephi in the Book of Mormon. Ralph: Mark won’t be there, but 
Scott will be there with some of their staff. It will be fun.  
 
7. Membership. Thad: Has Roland’s list of members made it out? David: Roland’s 
newsletter is exceptional. Thad: The June 19th dinner will be our membership drive, 
and Roland will remind everybody about that in the newsletter. We’ve had the incorrect 
person listed in the bulletin for leading the music — it needs to be Sally Thornley. 
Kevin: I’ll check on it. Thad: For the membership drive, all our chapter members will be 
invited to bring guests. Lloyd: The speaker, Don Darnell(?), will talk about some 
projects of ours. DISCUSSION of membership fees. Thad: We’re going to publish a 
new calling list. David: The national chapter is going to publish a list of who it has 
registered on the 24th. You need to go through that list and compare it with yours, 
because if somebody in your chapter isn’t listed on their list, they aren’t considered a 
member because they haven’t paid their dues and haven’t responded to phone calls. 
Also: We had a big discussion at the last meeting about raising the dues. There’s a lot 
of concern that we just keep going deeper and deeper in the hole; the Pioneer 
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Magazine costs are driving the need for a raise. So to become a life member now, it will 
cost $600 instead of $500. Annual dues will be $60 and Friends and Family will be $35. 
Max: I think the membership list is 98 percent accurate. But there may be duplications 
of names in a few places. Don: Dean Terry said several families at Cotton Days asked 
about how to become members and we didn’t have information to provide them, so we 
need to make sure we get applications to that event. Thad: We did have applications 
there; I took them to the sisters’ table myself. But Dean may not have realized they 
were there. It is good to see our membership growing.  
 
8. Calendar. Thad: There will be no meetings in July. In August, we’ll do the Castle 
Valley trek and are hoping to get Dan McArthur to speak at the dinner after he and his 
wife get back from their mission presidency. Ralph: D. Glenn Esplin will be the speaker 
at the September scholarship fundraising dinner at the Holmstead Ranch by Baker 
Dam Reservoir. He’s a good speaker and knows his stuff about the Tabernacle’s 
history. That dinner will be on a Wednesday instead of the usual Tuesday schedule. 
Thad: All the funds that come in will go to the scholarship fund. Those facilities are 
breathtaking — the giant windows, and the screen that comes down out of the ceiling 
for slideshows. Brother Holms was so accommodating to us.  
 
9. Communications. Max: It should be noted that the virtual cemetery covers the 
entire nation. So you can look at one website and find all the cemeteries you might be 
interested in. Thad: You’ve done a good job with that.  
 
10. President's report. Thad discusses the chapter’s mission statement. Thad: I notice 
the other chapters honor their members much more than we do. David: Our chapter 
honors two people a year and most of the recipients have come from our chapter. Don: 
The Executive Committee needs to make recommendations. We didn’t honor anyone 
last year, and as part of our achievement awards each year from the national office we 
have to have at least one honoree per year. Thad: We’ll discuss that in the Executive 
Committee. 
 
11. Close at 10:16 a.m.  
[11a.] Lloyd offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
June 4, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Lloyd Carter, DelRay Hammons, 
Gene Sturzenegger, Derek Rowley, Mel Duehlmeier and Brent Miner. Secretary Kevin 
Jenkins appeared by phone. 
 
Excused: Area VP David Hinton, Max Turpin. 
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Key activity:  
• Agreed to have the August trek to Castle Dale take place on the 7th and 8th.  
• Agreed to present this year's chapter honor award to Dean and Carol Terry. 
• Assigned Derek to investigate varied venue options for next year's dinner meetings. 
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  
[1a.] Mel offered the opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary's report. Minutes from May unanimously APPROVED on motion and 
second by Ralph and Mel with correction to the June dinner speaker's name: St. 
George City Councilman Jimmie Hughes will provide the introduction for a DVD 
presentation on the construction of the Virgin River Gorge highway. 
 
3. Treasurer's report. Mel: We need to update the signature cards at the banks. The 
current officers aren't on there. The presidency AGREES to go downstairs and perhaps 
to Wells Fargo after the meeting to bring the chapter's signature authority up to date.  
[3a.] Mel: The dinner brought in $1,059 to the general account. We brought in 
$1,013.36 for dues and other items, of which $852.33 was the national chapter's 
reimbursement for the regional symposium we did in March. That brings the account 
total to $12,782.28.  
[3b.] Mel: Four scholarship recipients have asked for their funds so I will get the checks 
written to the schools. Total balance: $67,837.78. We're obligated to pay $15,000 that 
has been awarded out of that amount.  
 
4. Membership. Thad: I think our membership is up to 98 people now. Derek: Yeah, 
depending on which figures you rely on. I got the list from the national office, and there 
are some discrepancies because of the dues collection process. Thad: But our 
membership rose more than the 15 people we had anticipated. DISCUSSION of the 
discrepancy with the figures reported by the national office, challenges with national's 
new reporting system. Derek has tried contacting people by email if the national office 
showed a conflict with their membership. 
[4a.] Bob Thornley has cancer and will be receiving chemotherapy.  
[4b.] Thad: We need to revise the membership application. We'll have Derek take a 
look at it. Mel: The Friends and Family dues have changed to $35. Normal annual dues 
will be $60. Thad: That will take place after the first of January. Any new member who 
joins before the end of the year now will owe $55. DISCUSSION. Ralph: In the two 
minutes I will be speaking at the dinner, I'm not going to try to clarify what the dues will 
be for new members. 
 
5. National Office. David has advanced Derek's name as a possible candidate for next 
year's president. Derek: The national chapter is changing the way it addresses its 
elections for office. There's an actual election process this year; there are four 
nominees for president. Wayne Hinton was one of them. I think it's refreshing to open 
this up and have the membership participating. Mel: We might have to do that with our 
chapter elections. 
[5a.] Thad / Ralph: The national chapter has asked that each chapter have a historian. 
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They sent us an email asking us to make sure we get a copy of our newsletter to them, 
and Roland Lee has contacted them to see what exactly they are asking for. Don 
Burton is already fulfilling our chapter's responsibility for a historian. 
[5b.] Thad: Cedar City will be hosting the national symposium this year. You've 
received information about it; I think we should be supportive of them. They've been 
very supportive of us.  
 
6. Dinners. Thad: Last month's dinner meeting went well. It was fun to see them 
dressed in the cultural clothing to emphasize their comments. This month's dinner 
meeting will have a presentation on the Interstate 15 construction through the Virgin 
River Gorge. Thad DISCUSSES his memories of driving in there at night to take 
timbers to the construction crews while the work was going on. Lloyd will play a piano 
interlude this month while members are lining up for the food, if some problems with the 
piano can be taken care of. Ralph will take a few minutes to talk about our membership 
drive. In August, we'll have a dinner but the speaker hasn't been settled yet. (Brent 
arrived at the end of the meeting, and reported that he has four people he is talking to. 
Former Mayor Dan McArthur, currently serving as a mission president in Mexico, is one 
that the chapter has discussed previously.) The September scholarship fundraising 
dinner will be at Holmstead Ranch by Baker Dam Reservoir. Ralph: That will be fun. 
Glen Esplin is an energetic speaker and does a good job telling about the temple and 
tabernacle. Brent: We're looking at Daniel Peterson from BYU for November. He 
usually has conflicts on Tuesdays, but said November may work for him. Ralph and 
Lloyd confirm he'd be a welcome speaker. 
[6a.] Derek asks if he can investigate the possibilities of moving our dinners to the 
SunRiver ballroom. It appears that there are more openings on their schedule, and it 
may be a favorable, more upscale alternative to the Washington City Community 
Center. Mel: We pay $342.88 to Washington City, so there'd be a question of how the 
costs compare. We paid $500 the year before. DISCUSSION. Thad: We renegotiate 
with Washington City at the first of the year, so we might as well look into some of the 
other places we could meet in. Mel: Another thing worth noting is that we only make 
$1.25 on each meal, so if we get into an agreement that costs us more money we may 
have to raise the meal price.  
 
7. Treks. Gene: The trek to Castle Dale (in Emery County) in August will be an 
overnight event. The plan is to see the Castle Valley Pageant and maybe the dinosaur 
relics in the area (the desert east of Huntington). Finding a motel to stay in is going to 
be a problem out there. I've pulled up the information on the two or three places I could 
find but it's hard to find space available. Royce Griffin is handling the details. Ralph 
makes motion to do the trek on Aug. 7 and 8, a Tuesday and Wednesday, because it 
might be easier to find rooms available. Board unanimously votes to APPROVE. Thad 
will let Royce know the board's vote.  
 
8. President's report. Thad: We're supposed to present one honor award each year to 
qualify as a chapter to receive a national office award. We've talked a bit about it 
previously, and the Executive Committee felt it would be good to bestow one on Dean 
Terry this year. Mel: He's done a lot for the chapter. Moved and seconded. Unanimous 
vote to APPROVE. Ralph: I would suggest making the award for Dean and Carol, 
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because Carol is heavily involved in everything he does. Board voices agreement. 
Lloyd will also speak to two people we've discussed as possible Modern Day Pioneer 
committee co-chairmen. Thad: We've talked about devoting one dinner a year to that. 
[8a.] Thad: I've just really been impressed again with our 4th-grade essay program. 
The Bentleys really did a good job. We decided last month that we're only awarding the 
five winners' certificates, not the participation certificates to everyone else. The non-
winning participants weren't really getting much recognition in their classes anyway. 
Derek asks for the names to publish them on the website.  
 
9. Close at 10:13 a.m.  
[9a.] Lloyd offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
August 6, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, President-elect Lloyd Carter, interim Treasurer 
Nick Lang, Max Turpin, Don Burton, Gene Sturzenegger, DelRay Hammons and Area 
VP David Hinton. Secretary Kevin Jenkins appeared by phone. 
 
Key activity:  
• Brent Miner is still having trouble reaching the McArthurs to speak at this month's 
dinner as the board directed, so plans to assist him were made 
• The board agreed to honor Dean Terry and Roland Lee in November 
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m.  
[1a.] Max offered the opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary's report. Minutes from June unanimously APPROVED on motion and 
second by Gene and Lloyd. 
[2a.] Don reports he isn't getting copies of all the minutes for the chapter history. He'll 
notify Kevin which ones he needs. 
 
3. Treasurer's report. Nick: We canceled one check and wrote another check since 
the last report because one student changed which college she's going to attend, so we 
had to redo who the scholarship will be paid to. The balance has not changed. The 
scholarship has $67,837.78 and the general fund has $12,782. Thad: I think we're in 
pretty good shape financially.  
[3a.] Nick discusses protocols for check-signing to make sure Mel Duehlmeier isn't the 
only person signing checks. (Mel is on summer vacation.) 
[3b.] Thad: At this month's dinner, the caterers will be trying to figure out who is going 
to pay them, so Nick should make sure he introduces himself to them so they get paid. 
[3c.] Secretary's note: David asked if the chapter received reimbursement from the 
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national office for the spring symposium. Nick said he doesn't know of any, but Mel 
reported in June that we received $852.33 from the national office for that. I didn't hear 
the question during the meeting or I'd have confirmed that.  
 
4. Calendar. Thad: City Council member Jimmie Hughes was at our June dinner to 
introduce that video about the construction of Interstate 15. It went longer than I think 
Brent was expecting, so some people left early. The video is available for sale at $20; it 
can also be checked out from the library. The documentary was really a walk through 
history. There were no meetings in July. This month's trek will take place starting 
Tuesday, a two-day trip to Castle Dale. We'll meet at the Washington Albertson's at 
12:00. I think it's about a 4 1/2-hour drive to get there. We should have a good turn out. 
September's fund-raising dinner will be at the Holmstead Ranch. We've debated 
whether to have corn on the cob or out of a can. We need to make sure we note that 
the dinner date was moved to a Wednesday so we can get the facility. The national 
encampment event will be in Cedar City the end of September. The September board 
meeting will be on Wednesday the 5th because of Labor Day.  
[4a.] Thad: Brent is still having trouble reaching the McArthurs about speaking at this 
month's dinner. He said he's going to move on to looking for someone else, but David 
says he's going to see him later in the day at the Rotary Club dinner. Roland did a 
beautiful write-up on them for the newsletter.  
[4b.] Thad: There will be no meetings in October, including no board meeting. We're 
supposed to have 10 meetings each year, so there are two months when we don't 
meet. Roland's newsletter says there will be a dinner meeting in October, but we'll need 
to correct that. Brent already has two speakers lined up for October and November, but 
we'll only use one of them.  
 
5. Membership. Thad notes that we will try to keep the meeting short so everyone can 
attend member Sid Atkin's funeral and support the family. Sid was majority whip during 
his time in the Legislature. Thad visited with him almost every week during the past 
couple months. David worked for him at one time. Don will take care of submitting the 
memorial information about Sid. 
[5a.] David: Everyone should have received the forms to vote for national chapter 
president-elect. We need to make sure we vote. One of the candidates is from 
Southern Utah -- if we end up with representation from Southern Utah, that would be a 
nice thing. Whomever ends up being sworn in will see that take place at the national 
encampment in Cedar City on the last day. President Van Roosendaal will probably 
end up serving the shortest time of any president. Tony Kidwell is the president-elect 
now -- he's a dynamite individual. He'd be a good speaker if the chapter can get him 
sometime. Thad: Derek sent out a letter from both of the president-elect candidates to 
all the members. We'll give the election publicity in the September newsletter.  
[5a.] Lloyd: I talked to both candidates for leading the Modern-Day Pioneer committee 
and they both said they don't want to do it at this time for some reason; I don't know 
why. Brent Hall seemed pretty unequivocal but George Cannon indicated he'd be 
willing but he's got a conflict with the Washington County Historical Society. I'll check 
with George again. DISCUSSION of people who could receive the Modern-Day 
Pioneer Award. Don mentions Bob Thornley and Bob Webb. Bob is dealing with 
cancer. David mentions Keyne Thorne and Roland Lee. Thad: We talked in our last 
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board meeting about honoring Dean Terry. Don: He's already been given two Modern-
Day Pioneer awards, so we wouldn't want to do that. Thad: We had this discussion at 
the last board meeting and agreed on Dean, but we could just add an extra person this 
year. Don: We did another honor award separately for Charlie Clayton and I think that's 
what you should do with Dean. Dave: There's a national plaque for the Modern-Day 
Pioneer award. Thad: In regard to Dean, we had discussed everything he's done over 
time in regard to Cotton Days, and he's been having increasing health troubles. Maybe 
we should review it again at the Executive Committee. So what if we do Roland and 
Dean as our honorees? Don: You'd have Roland as the Modern-Day Pioneer and Dean 
would be the separate honor. I'd suggest doing it in November or December to give the 
chapter some time to prepare things. November APPROVED on motion and second 
from DelRay and Don. Thad will ensure that Roland doesn't get advanced notice of the 
award through the minutes.  
 
6. Trails. Gene reports that some members of the committee met and went up to scout 
the Enterprise area potential sites for signs / monuments relating to the Death Valley 
Cutoff. The cost would be $300 for a one-sided sign or both sides for $500. There's an 
old pioneer cemetery (Hamblin) on the road to Pinto near there. Don: There's a national 
monument recognizing the Hebron cemetery nearer to Enterprise. Are these signs just 
going to be markers, or are we going to make them more formalized monuments by 
coordinating them with national? Gene: I was mostly looking at costs; there was also 
discussion about a monument to Jefferson Hunt. (Secretary's note: There was some 
significant cross-talk during this discussion and I'm not sure if I missed something.) 
Don: The location is remote enough we may not want to involve the national office. 
David: I'll bet we could get the county to help fund them. Thad: We'll let Gene work it 
out. He can come to the Executive Committee meeting to report on it if he wants.  
 
7. Close at 10:00 a.m.  
[7a.] Thad offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
September 5, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, President-elect Lloyd Carter, Past President Ralph 
Atkin, interim Treasurer Nick Lang, Max Turpin, Don Burton, Gene Sturzenegger, Brent 
Miner, DelRay Hammons and Area VP David Hinton. Secretary Kevin Jenkins 
appeared by phone. 
 
Key activity:  
• The board agrees that there will be no meetings in October.  
• Agreed to let the national office begin collecting local and national dues. 
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1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:07 a.m.  
[1a.] Ralph offered the opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary's report. Minutes from August unanimously APPROVED with 
amendments proposed by Gene. Under Item 6. Trails: Change "Death Valley Cutoff" to 
"Old Hebron" and "or both sides for $500" to "or less than $500 for both sides." Ralph 
Atkin notes he should have been listed as excused. 
[2a.] Thad calls board's attention to Item [3c.] in August minutes that notes the previous 
receipt of a payment of $852.33 from the national office for the spring symposium. The 
board had a question about whether the payment had been received; the answer 
wasn't provided during the meeting, so Thad is pointing out the answer provided 
afterward via the minutes. Nick asks if it was direct deposited; Thad says yes.  
[2b.] Don provides an update on the board minutes he needs to bring the chapter 
history up to date. He is missing January, February, May and June. Kevin will provide 
those minutes to him.  
 
3. History. Don says the check has cleared for the memoriam to Sid Atkin. Thad says 
he hasn't yet received it from the national office. Don asks that when it comes in he be 
allowed to scan it electronically before Thad presents it to the family, so that he can put 
a copy in the annual report. Don needs to be reimbursed $35 by the chapter since he 
paid for the memoriam himself; Nick will make a check out to him.  
 
4. Membership. Don mentions discussion with Jeffrey Lee Krummenacher at the 
Family HIstory Center. He is a member who has completed his application, signed up 
for the convention and expects to be at the scholarship funding dinner. Don will add 
him to his call list, and he's already on the website.  
[4a.] Thad: In November's dinner meeting, we'll recognize Roland Lee as a Modern 
Pioneer. Don will present it. Don asks if Royce has been involved in informing national 
about the prior Modern Pioneer presentations -- unknown, but we need to be sure 
national is informed of our plans with sufficient time to get the award back from them, at 
least two weeks. Don is completing the write-up with Roland's wife. Don: We don't want 
to let Roland know he's going to get this award, but we need to let his family know 
enough that they'll be there. David notes that the Hurricane chapter contacts family 
members and has them present the entire program, which has led to some amazing 
meetings. Kevin suggests the chapter could ask Roland to present something that 
month to help commit him to being there for his own surprise. Thad asks Kevin to 
assign Roland a Moment in History presentation for that meeting so that he'll be there. 
[4b.] Thad: We need to start considering a candidate for our next president-elect. That 
swearing-in will take place during our December meeting. Our chapter is getting older 
and we need an influx of the younger generation. Derek's name mentioned. David: 
Derek is being considered as one of the candidates to lead the new online chapter and 
I don't think he'd be able to do both, but he would be an excellent president-elect. Thad: 
We'll discuss it further at our executive meeting. David: I'll be at the end of my tenure 
as area VP in December and am preparing for a mission call, so if there is anyone in 
this chapter who might be a candidate I'd like to hear it.  
 
5. Dinners. The presentation on the Hurricane Canal drew some member interest last 
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month. Thad and others praise the last-minute response by speaker Mac Hall when we 
became aware the McArthurs wouldn't be available. David: We have a number of 
people in Hurricane who could do a great program on the ditch riders if the chapter 
ever wants to do a followup on the canal. Nick notes he and his wife visited the 
Hurricane museum during Peach Days and they got information that allowed them to 
visit the canal. DISCUSSION. Brent will send a formal thank you note to Mac and the 
other speakers to express the chapter's gratitude. Gene: After the dinner meeting, I 
came across a history of LaVerkin that contains a lot of Hurricane Canal history -- 
about 20 pages. David asks for a copy. Gene will bring it to the next meeting.  
[5a.] Dan McArthur has committed to speak in November. Brent: Double knee surgery 
prevented him from being available last month. David says he really would like to 
attend to hear Dan's presentation but the national office changed a meeting date that 
will interfere.  
[5b.] Don suggests good speakers for next year would be Brother and Sister Merrill, 
the administrators at the Family Search Library. David: Mary Ellen Ellsworth spoke in 
Hurricane last month on family history -- she's a dynamite speaker. Thad: Bob Thornley 
would now be a good one to call on.  
[5c.] Thad: This month's scholarship funding dinner meeting will be on the 12th. Same 
time as always. Thad describes the dinner, DISCUSSION about other details. We'll be 
honoring Dean Terry with a gift certificate for his contributions to sustaining the chapter 
at Cotton Days, etc. DISCUSSION about gift possibilities, such as a white temple tie. 
The dinner will be casual dress. David: Monte Holm (the dinner site's owner) will be in 
Kanab speaking tomorrow night, so he'll be busy with SUP this month. Thad: There will 
be three signs to direct members to the ranch location there by Baker Dam. They had 
400 guests up there last week with Dixie Power. We'll need to have a few volunteers to 
set up tables and shuck corn -- Lloyd and Max say they can help. Try not to get stuck 
too long in Bluff Street construction traffic; it's a mess. We'll be responsible for cleaning 
up after the dinner. The board can handle that. Nobody will be paying for the meal this 
month; it will be donated, any money the members provide will go toward the 
scholarship fund.  
 
6. Calendar. Thad: No meetings are planned in October. But would the board like to 
meet that month? AGREED to not meet in October.  
[6a.] The Christmas dinner will include Robin Davis' music group. They were very 
entertaining last year. Other dinner group possibilities suggested for Brent. Don: In 
other years, we've found that having a large group creates a drain on the budget as we 
provide food for them, etc. So good to have a smaller group.  
[6b.] Thad reminds the board about the upcoming Encampment Mall in Cedar City. It 
would be good to support them as much as we can.  
 
7. Treasurer's report. Nick: We were upside-down on last month's dinner. We had 
money coming in, but we had the guest speaker and guests to cover and the $12-$13 
per plate didn't quite do it.  
[7a.] Nick: One person granted a scholarship previously has returned from his mission 
and claimed his scholarship to attend SUU, so Lloyd came over and signed that check 
for him.  
[7b.] Thad: The national office sent out a letter last month proposing  a plan whereby 
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they would collect all the national and chapter dues for the chapter. In our executive 
meeting, we decided we'd let Mel decide whether to participate in that. I called Mel and 
he said yes, he'd like to do that, so I have a letter Nick and I need to sign to confirm that 
with the national chapter. It needs to be in Salt Lake by Sept. 15, before Mel returns. 
David: The grandfathered members have their dues renewals take place in January. 
Anyone who now signs up with have dues renewals take place on the anniversary of 
whenever they sign up. Where national has done this kind of program on a trial basis, 
they've had much better renewal rates.  
 
8. Trails. Gene: I met with Kenworthy signs and got some new prices. I think aluminum 
signs would attract vandalism. We're talking about the possibility of someone doing this 
as an Eagle Scout project, and the possibility of putting a rock in there for a more 
substantial sign. I have not yet talked to anyone at the county yet. I'm still encountering 
discrepancies in the records surrounding the Death Valley Cut-off, so I'm still trying to 
decide on the wording for that. DISCUSSION. Thad: We're spending a lot of money on 
the monument signs. If we plan on replacing them every five years, that would be a 
worthwhile project. Gene: And they might give us a break if we pre-order them. Thad: 
Because regardless of what we put up, they'll be laminated.  
 
9. National Office. David: There will be training in November for all of the boards in the 
area in Hurricane, same place as last year, at 10 a.m. It will either be the first or second 
Saturday -- I will inform the board.  
[9a.] David has a stack of old Pioneer magazines he provides to Lloyd for chapter 
recruitment, etc.  
[9b.] David: We'll find out who the new national president will be at the convention.  
 
10. Close at 10:04 a.m.  
[10a.] Max offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
November 5, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, DelRay Hammon, Brent Miner, Max 
Turpin, Don Burton, Mel Duehlmeier, Gene Sturzenegger and Area VP David Hinton. 
Secretary Kevin Jenkins appeared by phone. 
 
Key activity:  
• The board ratified the Executive Committee’s nomination of Dan McArthur as next 
year’s president-elect. The decision will be presented to the general body at this 
month’s dinner for a final vote.  
• The board voted in favor of raising the dinner price to $15 per person beginning next 
year. 
• President Stewart asked for some additional funds from the budget for the 
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December’s dinner to make it a little extra special. There was no opposition. 
• General agreement to fund additional sound system speakers so everyone can 
adequately hear during the dinner meetings.  
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:12 a.m.  
[1a.] DelRay offered the opening prayer.  
 
2. President’s / Secretary’s report. President Stewart reviews minutes from 
September’s meeting (there were no meetings in October). Don provides Thad the Sid 
Atkin memoriam to present to Sid’s widow. David notes that the Hurricane speaker’s 
name was incorrect ([5b.]) It should have been Mary Ellen Elggren. Thad notes that a 
descendant of John Willey (Willey Handcart Company) might be able to tell stories for a 
moment in history — he’s known to Pam Jensen at a local care center. Motion to 
approve minutes as amended seconded and APPROVED unanimously.  
[2a.] Thad: Our attendance at the September scholarship fundraising dinner meeting 
was lower than expected. A lot of people were busy that week, and I think some people 
were intimidated by trying to find a new location. We’re invited to go back for our events 
any time, so I’m thinking we might even go back again next year. I don’t think it’s too 
early to plan for next year; maybe we should be trying to see if we can fit into Elder 
Steven Snow’s agenda. Ralph: He will become an emeritus authority soon and he has 
indicated he’d like to join our chapter. General consent: He’d be a great speaker. Thad: 
We can still aim for that third week in September. Ralph: I think part of the reason we 
had lower attendance is because we moved the schedule around. If we plan this early 
enough we should have better success next year. Thad: Our contributions were a little 
on the slack side, again probably because of the lower attendance numbers. But 
Roland Lee is talking to Charlie Clayton about another $1,000 donation, and we’ll make 
sure members have another opportunity to donate at the November dinner.  
[2b.] Thad: In the Executive Committee meeting, we decided that the less expensive 
option for the Death Valley / Hebron signs is preferable. Whenever you’re ready to 
proceed, Gene, the board is in agreement for you doing that.  
[2c.] Thad: When everyone is making their calls, I’d like you to check and make sure 
your people are receiving the emails we send out, in case someone isn’t.  
 
3. Treasurer's report. Mel: I haven’t been here for a few months, so I’ll go back a little 
bit. In September, we had $6,310 come in to the scholarship account. October was 
sparse, but we wrote out scholarship funds to some of our recipients. So the account 
stands at $60,613.78 including $5,000 that’s still outstanding. David: National needs to 
know how you choose to put that into an account because if you’re exceeding the 
$50,000 tax-free limit, they need to know how to help you. Ralph: Sid’s large check 
came in during March.  
[3a.] Mel: In the general account, the only income for October was $56 that came in 
from the dinner. So the total fund is $13,270.08. We’re a little ahead of where we were 
last year. Thad: I’d like to have our budget for December increased a bit so we can 
make that Christmas dinner a little more special. No opposition.  
[3b.] Mel: The new system of having the national office handle the dues collection is 
working great.  
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4. Calendar. Thad: Dan and Bunny McArthur will speak at the November meeting. 
We’ll see if Bunny is going to speak; she had some great experiences with those 
missionaries. I need to make a better point of introducing our guests at the meetings. 
And we’ve talked about making sure our guest speakers get a thank you note 
afterward. We’ll sustain all the board members for the New Year at the Christmas 
dinner meeting. DISCUSSION about the entertainment for the December meeting. 
Brent says he remembers talking to Janet Labrum about providing that music and she 
agreed.  
 
5. Membership. Thad: We asked Dan McArthur to be our president-elect for 2019 and 
he has accepted. The board votes unanimously to ACCEPT his nomination. Ralph: He 
has a huge sphere of influence for bringing in new, younger members. We should 
charge him with recruiting young people during this coming year. DISCUSSION about 
recruiting younger members. Don: Thad needs to present Dan’s nomination to the 
general body as well during the November dinner meeting.  
[5a.] Brent: I’d suggest we get two or three more electronic speakers for the sound 
system at our dinner meetings. I know some people are straining to hear, and if we turn 
the sound up too loud it hurts some people’s ears. I don’t know how much money might 
be involved. Dave: If you’re going to buy more speakers, you might look at Bluetooth 
(wireless). Thad: We’ll be meeting with the Community Center and can discuss it.  
[5b.] Thad: Our chapter membership is now approaching 100, so at some point we 
may have to look for other dinner accommodations. DISCUSSION about other St. 
George-area chapter. Dave: They wanted to get younger (35 years old average) 
members, but because of that the chapter died out when a lot of them left. They’ve only 
got a couple of members. Thad: They’d be welcome back in our chapter. Dave: 
They’ve been given every opportunity.  
[5c.] DISCUSSION about Derek Rowley, who is now the Online Chapter president. 
Thad: He may have to be released from his Cotton Mission Chapter position. Don: He 
would be the best person to handle the sound system question. Ralph: Don Beus 
would probably be able to deal with that. Max (?): We’ve got sufficient money; I’d say 
let’s make it happen.  
[5d.] Brent: One of my assignments has been to help people get their vests and other 
clothing items. I’ve had a terrible time getting that done and I’d like to see if someone 
else can take on that one aspect of my responsibilities. Ralph: I thought Lloyd was 
doing that. Thad: I thought that, too. Brent: Lloyd brought that to me to do, and I haven’t 
been getting it done while I’ve been focusing on the programs needs. Thad: We’ll talk 
about that in our Executive Committee meeting. David: Is that something Roland could 
just mention in the newsletter? That would be one way to help.  
 
6. National chapter. Dave is nearing the end of his tenure as Area VP.  
[6a.] Thad: In the training session Saturday, Royce talked about our great treks. Dave: 
I was very appreciative of your presentation. And it’s the first national training meeting I 
remember attending here that ended on time. Don, Thad, Royce, Kevin and his son 
Andrew attended. Percentage-wise, it looked like Boulder Dam chapter from the 
Arizona Strip had the most people there. They’ve only been going three months. I 
thought it was important to let our national presidency know about how our treks are 
put together. Probably the thing that has been hardest for me as a member of the SUP 
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is to see how hard it is to get people to want to serve, but those who do serve are 
grateful for the opportunity. DISCUSSION. Don: We should be very grateful we get the 
national presidency down here. Dave: Hopefully you felt the excitement of our new 
president. The national office is really working hard to get its library up there digitized; if 
anyone down here can help with that, we’d appreciate that.  
 
7. Scholarships and Essays. Thad: The Bentleys have asked to be replaced. I 
thought that if we can introduce a couple to handle three of the schools this coming 
year, then they can take over the full operation the next year from the Bentleys. That’s 
under DelRay’s responsibility; please come up with some suggestions for 
replacements. It’s a great program.  
 
8. Treks. Max: In Salina, there’s an old restored POW camp and museum. There’s also 
a Presbyterian museum, organized by a woman who came out to Utah after World War 
II for a youth mission. And then over by Delta, there’s the old Topaz internment camp 
museum about the Japanese-Americans who were kept there during the war. That 
would be a good jaunt, but might be interesting. The camp site itself is just dirt, but the 
museum is pretty professional.  
[8a.] Mel: The Daughters of Utah Pioneers have complained that they’ve wanted to go 
on our treks but we plan ours at the same time as their activities, so they’re asking if we 
can change our dates. They’ve got theirs planned out through 2019 so they’re not 
going to change their schedule. And of course, they’re always right. So I just wanted to 
bring that up.  
 
9. Dinners. Thad: We’ve had some discussion about raising the dinner prices because 
we’re just barely making ends meet. Ralph: We’re at $14 now, why don’t we just raise 
them to $15. That’s not a big jump. Dave: For whomever is area Vice President, the 
cost gets pretty expensive as we meet here and in all the other chapters. Thad: We 
already have agreed to comp your dinner. If the board is in agreement, we’ll raise the 
price to $15 for next year. Board unanimously votes to APPROVE dinner price 
increase.  
 
10. Close at 10:23 a.m.  
[10a.] Ralph offered the closing prayer. 
 
 
SUP Cotton Mission Chapter Board Meeting Minutes 
Cache Valley Bank (St. George downtown office) 
 
December 3, 2018 
 
Attendees: President Thad Stewart, Ralph Atkin, Mel Duehlmeier, Max Turpin, Don 
Burton, Gene Sturzenegger, Lloyd Carter, Brent Miner and Area VP David Hinton. 
Secretary Kevin Jenkins appeared by phone. 
 
Guest: Rex Jensen. 
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Key activity:  
• Resolved that the new chapter officers for 2019 will be sworn in during the January 
meeting because David will be unable to attend the December dinner.  
• Rex will succeed Kevin as secretary beginning in January, and Eldon Larkin and his 
wife are approved to succeed the Bentleys in directing the fourth-grade essays 
program.  
• Thad will invite Bob Thornley to succeed Jerry Keyes in handling the dinner 
headcount communication, and Nick Lang to take over the clothing sales from Brent.  
 
1. President Thad Stewart called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.  
[1a.] Don offered the opening prayer.  
 
2. Secretary’s report. Kevin: Rex is attending as a guest to familiarize himself with the 
board because he will succeed me as secretary next year. Rex introduces himself to 
the board members. Thad: We appreciate Kevin and his excellent minutes. I think (his 
4-year-old son) Andrew will remain a member of the board… 
[2a.] Don offers an amendment to last month’s minutes. The reference to Don Beus 
should have said Kent Beus. Motion to approve minutes as amended seconded and 
APPROVED unanimously.  
 
3. Treasurer's report. Mel: In the general account, we haven’t had a lot of activity. But 
we brought in $1,216 for the dinner and paid out $1,020. Roland paid for all the family 
guests who showed up for his award presentation — I wasn’t sure if the chapter had 
already paid for them. That leaves us with a total of $15,471.20. 
[3a.] Mel: We brought in $586 to the scholarship fund; $40 of that was for dues. That 
leaves us will a total of $63,459.78. We are obligated to pay out $10,000 in 
scholarships to people who have been awarded them. $3,000 of that amount has 
already been written out, but the students haven’t cashed the checks.  
[3b.] Thad presents a bill for improvements to the sound system at the dinner 
meetings, which Kent paid out of his pocket and needs to be reimbursed for.  
[3c.] We need to let members know that the dinner price is going up to $15. Mel will 
print new slips with the price change reflected in it.  
 
4. Dinners. David made a biographical write-up with additional photos based on Don’s 
award presentation to Roland at last month’s dinner meeting, for the history. Don: The 
national chapter’s Trailmarker newsletter had a write-up about it as well. Thad: Roland 
is an asset and a treasure for our chapter.  
[4a.] Thad: We had an unusually large crowd for November. We had to set up three 
extra tables, even after taking a headcount ahead of time. I think we need to have 
Golden Corral set up lines down both sides of a second table when we have such a 
large crowd. Maybe we can convert one of the dessert tables. Lloyd and I can talk to 
Golden Corral about that. It will be interesting to see what the crowd for the December 
meeting will be like. 
 
5. President’s report. Thad: I’m excited to have Dan McArthur join our leadership 
team for next year. Don: We should have him attend the Executive Committee meeting 
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as well, now that he has been sustained. Thad: Yes; I invited him to today’s meeting as 
well, but he must have had a conflict.  
 
6. Calendar. Thad: Dean Terry asked if he could present the moment in history for 
December’s dinner. DISCUSSION. He would have to be reminded to keep it short. He 
could maybe do it while we’re eating. Sister Labrum is planning to speak about 30 
minutes. As we make the calls to get a headcount, we need to remind members that 
the dinner will be Sunday-best dress. 
[6a.] Brent: I don’t have anybody set for the January and February dinner meetings yet 
but I have a number of names I want to suggest as potential speakers. DISCUSSION 
of 10-plus names that Brent mentions in medical, banking, county land and other 
arenas, with general agreement that the ideas are good ones if Brent can get them to 
come. Numerous additional suggestions advanced by members of the board. The 
Hurricane chapter will be hearing from the national SUP president this weekend. The 
chapter had discussed inviting author Blaine Yorgason at one time, but David doesn’t 
think he will accept because the Hurricane chapter has attempted to get him 
unsuccessfully.  
[6b.] Thad will get the caterers for the September dinner meeting if the date is 
confirmed for the 17th of that month.  
[6c.] Thad: The new officers will be sworn in at the January meeting because David 
can’t be to our December dinner due to a conflict with a national chapter meeting.  
[6d.] DISCUSSION of the 2019 general schedule. No meetings will be held in July; we 
also didn’t meet in October this year, although there was a trek that month. There will 
be a trek in March, no dinner. 
 
7. Membership. Gene: I need you to look for a replacement for me. I’ve gotten way too 
involved with other commitments, specifically D-ASIA, which invited me to serve on its 
board. My father and grandfather homesteaded on the Arizona Strip and it’s been of 
great interest to me. But I will still finish the work with those two Death Valley cutoff 
signs we’ve been working on. The wording is being reviewed now. Thad: We’ll discuss 
a successor at our Executive Committee meeting.  
[7a.] Gene: It’s also worth mentioning that the RS-2477 road issue is having an impact. 
The state is asking the federal government to exempt some of the roads the BLM / 
forest agency expects to oversee. I’ve been interviewed by attorneys and I’ve met with 
the AG’s office and the governor’s office and will give them a tour of the roads, and 
then I will have to give a deposition in January. Thad: We’ll look forward to seeing you 
at the next meeting, and maybe you’ll be able to introduce your replacement. You’d be 
a great pioneer in any generation.  
[7b.] Thad: We have several new members, and I don’t know if they receive the email 
updates or not. I expected Derek Rowley to be here today so we could talk about it. As 
far as I know, he’s going to stay on the board. He assists Roland. Dave: At our last 
national chapter board meeting, we confirmed that he is now the national online 
chapter president. As he told us what he’s doing, I had questions about how much time 
he’s going to have to do other things. You’re going to have a hard time replacing 
someone like him, I know, but you might want to talk to him because he’s got a lot on 
his plate.  
[7c.] Thad: We’ll have several new members joining in December, so Lloyd will need to 
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have the applications available. 
[7d.] DISCUSSION about improving participation in activities as new members come 
in. David: How is your attendance? Hurricane has been having a dickens of a time 
getting people to turn out for the treks. Our last one had a good turnout, but it was still 
only 10 people. Thad: I think we had about 28 people for the Spanish Trail trek, and 
about 20 for the one to Castle Dale. David: Hurricane has quite a young presidency — 
this coming year, our past president will be 61, our president will be 49 and our 
president-elect will be 39.  
[7e.] Thad: Jerry Keyes has asked to be replaced as the person who takes the 
headcount for the dinners and contacts the caterers. He feels that his health is 
declining such that he isn’t able to maintain his commitment to that, so we’ll need to 
come up with someone else. Bob Thornley would be good for doing that. Don: Is he still 
in the board position for magazines? But I guess it wouldn’t be a problem for him to do, 
either way. Thad: I’ll contact him to see if he’s willing.  
[7f.] Thad: DelRay isn’t here, but he’s mentioned before that the Bentleys would like to 
be replaced for the essay contest leaders beginning in 2020. We’ve asked Eldon Larkin 
and his wife, and they have accepted subject to the board’s approval. Motion and 
second advanced, board unanimously APPROVES the Larkins to succeed the Bentleys 
as directors of the essay contest. Thad: I am so impressed with that contest. The 
Larkins will begin working with the Bentleys this coming year to familiarize themselves 
with the program. And we’ll need to have somebody to replace the Larkins for 2020. 
[7g.] Mel: People have asked me about shirts and vests, and I couldn’t remember who 
we assigned to handle that, or if we did assign someone. Brent is still handling it, but 
asked if someone else could take on that responsibility. Thad will ask Nick Lang if he 
will accept that assignment.  
[7h.] Max: I would suggest that we identify individuals who could cross-train with Derek, 
given his situation, so that we have a backup in that position. And we need to make 
sure we let new members know that there are opportunities to serve, that membership 
isn’t just about coming to dinner.  
[7i.] Thad: Paul Furr is really going downhill health-wise.  
[7j.] Don asks for volunteers for Cotton Days board. Don and Robin are the Cotton 
Days committee and are looking for additional assistance. No immediate resolution 
made. 
[7k.] Thad expresses appreciation for the board, and the board likewise expresses 
appreciation for Thad’s leadership.  
 
8. National chapter. Dave ensures that Thad has received invitation to national 
chapter’s Christmas dinner up north. Thad says he is unlikely to make it because of the 
difficulties of travel.  
[8a.] David DISCUSSES his experiences as area vice president, the honor of filling that 
responsibility and the quality of the Cotton Mission chapter. He will begin his Nauvoo 
mission in May; it will last six months. David will bring his successor, David Isom of the 
Hurricane chapter, to the next meeting he attends here to make introductions. Max: It’s 
been great to get to know you and we consider you a member of the chapter.  
 
9. Close at 10:13 a.m.  
[9a.] Rex offered the closing prayer. 
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